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Mr. Henry Field, of Chicago, treasurer of the 
“ Bliss Fund,” had received in all, up to April 10, 
$11,130.37. Of this sum he had invested $10,000 
for $10,000 United States bonds, bearing interest at 
the rate of four and a half per cent, and registered 
in the name of the Bliss children. 

According to the reports of the officers of the New 
York Board of Health, the farmers who supply 
‘pure milk” to the citizens of the metropolis “ add 
four quarts of water to each forty-quart can, to pay 
for wear and tear.” This dilution is prior to the 
thinning down which the milk receives from each of 
the various dealers through whose hands it passes to 
the final consumer. That is the way things are 
done by the honest yeomanry who are shocked at the 
corruption in political life, and are ready to thank 
God that they never held office. 

One story about President Hayes takes this shape: 
When hardly more than a boy, he heard, on the public 
square in Columbus, an eloquent speech from Richard 
W. Thompson, which so won his admiration for the 
orator, that when, long years after, he became Presi- 
dent of the United States, he invited the hero of his 
boyhood days to become his Secretary of the Navy. 
This story suggests a new reason why a man should 
take a kindly personal interest in school-boys. We 
have long known that each little fellow stood his 
chance of being president before his death, but now 
it seems that if a man fairly wins that little fellow’s 
heart, he may, sooner or later, get a cabinet office 
from the youngster. 


An address which we publish this week, as given 
recently before a Methodist Conference, at Hartford, 
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Conn., by John E. Searles, Jr., is worthy of atten-| they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, 


tion by pastors generally. We think that its prac- 
tical suggestions, as well as its excellent spirit, will 
heartily commend it to them. Mr. Searles is the 
efficient chairman of the Executive Committee of the 
International Sunday-school Convention. He is asuc- 
cessful Sunday-school superintendent, and he is an 
enthusiastic lover of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
in which his father is an honored clergyman. 


speaks therefore in sympathy with and in high regard | 


for those pastors to whose powers and privileges he 
gives fitting prominence. 

While a cask of imported wine was under examina- 
tion by the gauging officers of the New York Custom 
House, one day last week, ‘‘a large tin case filled with 
dynamite’’ was discovered in the wine, and drawn 
out by the officers. Had not this discovery been 
made thus seasonably, it is said that the appraiser's 
store might have been wholly destroyed with its con- 
tents of 400 lives and $1,500,000 of property. It 
has long been our opinion that an infernal machine 
was concealed in every cask of wine, with destructive 
powers fully up to the amount thus indicated; and 
now the thing is fairly demonstrated. Until the can 
of dynamite has been drawn from it by the custom- 
house officers, no cask of wine can be handled safely. 
Look out for the explosives.” 

At a recent meeting of genteel scoffers in Boston, 
the Rev. Dr. Bartol, famous as a leader of the radical 
wing of Unitarianism, sneered at the preaching of 
Mr. Moody as a mixture of garrulity and drivel, 
and stigmatized the multitudes gathering daily at 
the Tabernacle, as that sort of people, who would 
come together at a clambake or a show of fireworks. 
Then he settled the case of the evangelists once for 
all, by the declaration that they could not be of 
Christ, ‘for Christ, though hated, was never made 
fun of.” Not so fast, Dr. Bartol. You are evi- 
dently more familiar with Boston newspapers than 
with the Bible. The inspired record tells of no little 
fun-making against the Saviour of the world. “They 
stripped him and put on a scarlet robe; and when 
they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon 
his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they 
bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, 
Hail, King of. the Jews!’’ Even while he was on 
the cross, “they that passed by reviled him, wagging 
their heads and saying, Thou that destroyest the 
temple and buildest it in three days, save thyself. 
If thou be the Son of God, come down from the 
cross. Likewise also the chief priests [men who dis- 
graced the ministerial office in that day] mocking 
him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved 
others, himself he cannot save.” ‘‘ The thieves also, 
which were crucified with him, cast the same in his 
teeth.”’ And not only was Jesus made fun of, but an 
exception was taken to his doctrine on the ground 
that it gained no hold on the solid men and leaders 
of thought in the Boston of his day. “ Have any of the 
rulers or of the Pharisees believed on him?”’ it was 
sneeringly inquired by those who monopolized, in 
their own conceit, the religious intellect of their city. 
“But this people who knoweth not the law are 
cursed,” it was said. ‘This rabble following him is 
made up of men who would gather at a clambake, or 
to see fireworks,’ “It is enough for the disciple that 





he be as his master, and the servant as his lord, If 


| 
| 


how much more shall they call them of his house- 
hold ?”’ 


When Mr. Moody cautioned the public against, 
misspending time in reading The New York Ledger, 
he braved the determined hostility of that paper ; and 
from that time forward, he and his work were sure to 


He | be persistently misrepresented in its columns. More 


than one illustration of this we have already instanced. 


_ And now, under the head of “ Clergymen Dissatisfied 


with Moody,” the Ledger has declared: ‘“ We notice, 
all over the country, signs of a disposition on the part 
of editors of religious papers and clergymen generally 
to find fault with Moody and his methods.” The 


mere mention by us of this statement is its sufficient 


refutation. Its falsity would be too apparent to do 
any harm, if readers of The New York Ledger were 
commonly also readers of ‘‘ religious newspapers,” or 
familiar with the views of ‘clergymen generally.” 
But in the same article, the Ledger refers again to a 
charge once before made in its columns against Mr. 
Moody, and then promptly denied in these col- 
umns, to the effect that Mr. Moody, while in New 
York, proposed ‘to return a check which had been 
sent to him by a benevolent old gentleman, in the 
expectation, as he expressed it, of obtaining one for a 
larger amount,” and this in such a way as to seem 
“almost akin to an attempt to extort money.” This 
charge having been copied into several reputable 
newspapers has reached the eyes of excellent people 
who would never have seen it in The New York 
Ledger, and now a correspondent from Canada writes 
us asking if it has any basis in truth. We do not 
hesitate to affirm that the charge is wholly without 
foundation in fact. Indeed, it is so utterly at variance 
with Mr. Moody’s well-known record on the money 
question, that no one having the knowledge which 
would justify him in writing on the subject can even 
have supposed it to be true. Mr. Moody made no 
collections for his services or expenses in New York. 
These were fully provided for there as elsewhere by 
a local committee. For his entire ten weeks’ services 
in that city he consented to receive only three hun- 
dred dollars, although more was pressed on him, and 
had he desired it ten times that amount would have 
been given him gladly. He never while there re- 
turned or proposed to return a check with any pur- 
pose or thought of obtaining a larger one, although 
he has often declined to accept a proffered gift because 
he did not wish to be put in a false position by 
receiving money in such a way. In fact, the entire 
article to which we refer, is but added proof thai Mr. 
Moody was right in his estimate of the spirit and 
influence of The New York Ledger; for if a paper is 
thus utterly reckless of the truth, it is certainly out 
of place in a Christian household, or in the hands of 
any young person who would use time to advan- 
tage. 


WHAT MAY WE PRAY FOR? 


There are limitations to proper prayer. It is a 
mistake to suppose that it is right for a person to 
pray for whatever he longs for, or wishes would happen. 
It is wrong to teach children that they may ask of God 
whatever at any time they wish for. ; 

If a child gets angry with a playmate, and wishes 
his companion was dead, he has no right to go and 





ask God to take away the life of his playfellow. If 
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a business man wishes that his neighbor in the same 
line of trade with himself would fail in business and 
so be out of the sphere of competition, he ought not 
to pray God to break down his rival that he may be 
built up. Ifa minister wished that his church were 
fuller than his brother clergyman’s, and that all the 
new converts of the entire community came in there to 
swell the numbers of his flock, he would do wrong to 
pray for any such state of things. So far would seem 
to be unquestionably true. Whatever it is wrong to 
wish for, it is wrong to pray for, even if the wish for 
it is in our minds, 

But there are the specific commands and promises 
of our Lord: ‘‘ What things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them.” ‘All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shal] receive.” Are these decla- 
rations to be taken literally? If so, how are they 
reconcilable with these manifestly reasonable limita- 
tions of proper prayer? If they have another than a 
literal meaning, what is their full force? A great 
many Christians stumble just here. They say, “ We 
seem to be told that we may ask for just what we 
want, and that :f we expect an answer we shall get it; 
but we know that we do not, and cannot, have every 
thing that we pray for. What then is the promise 
of an answer to prayer really worth to us? How 
can we know what we can pray for in confidence?” 

These invitations of Jesus to prayer were addressed 
to his disciples. The promises came with the invi- 
tations to the same class of persons. All men are 
invited to become disciples of Jesus, but until they 
are his disciples, they cannot expect to share the 
highest privileges of his loved and loving followers. 
He did not promise his enemies that if they would 
pray for the overthrow of his kingdom, its destruc- 
tion should be secured. No fair rendering of his 
assurance of prompt answers to believing prayer 
would justify any such supposition. Nor, indeed, did 
Jesus promise his disciples, that if they indulged for 
the hour in sinful desires they could ask him in con- 
fidence to gratify their improper longings. Knowing 
him in his holiness, they could not at such times ask 
believingly. They would know that he was unwilling 
to grant their petitions. 

In fact, the promises of Jesus, looked at as they 
were given, are to be accepted literally. Whosoever 
of the disciples of Jesus comes to Jesus in prayer, 
and asks believingly for anything which it is right 
for him as a disciple to desire, he shall receive 
“whatsoever he saith.” It is the disciple of Jesus 
who may claim the promise of Jesus to his disciples. 
That promise is of an answer to all prayer for what- 
soever a disciple ought to desire—for whatsoever a 
disciple needs from his Master. Only what a disciple 
supposes that he needs, as a disciple, to enable him to 
fill a disciple’s place, and to do a disciple’s work, ought 
he to desire or to pray for. The moment he goes 
beyond his needs as a disciple, he is in the realm or 
selfishness instead of discipleship. It is wrong to 
ask of God that which we would use selfishly. ‘“ Ye 
ask and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye 
may consume it upon your lusts.” 

A man may, it is true, in weakness or in danger, 
ery out for help, or pray that he be spared the crush- 
ing weight of an impending evil, when he really has 
no need of the relief he asks for, when it is better for 
him, and better for the cause of his Master, that he 
shall endure the trial from which his nature shrinks. 
But that ery of his is uttered in a belief that he is in 
need, and it ought to be qualified by the submissive 
utterance, ‘Lord, not my will but thine be done.” 

In this view of the Saviour’s call to believing 
prayer, it is easy to recognize the limitation of the 
proper subjects of prayer. Nothing that it is wrong 
to wish for ought to be prayed for. Anything that 
a disciple is entitled to wish for from the Lord, he is 
privileged to pray for, and to pray for it with the 
expectation of receiving it. Ifhe needs wisdom for 
his work in God’s service, strength against tempta- 
tion in any place where as God’s child he belongs, 
guidance in each hour’s question of present duty, 
food, clothing, health, employment, home, that he 


may do what God calls him to do, he may pray for 
it, and this, without a doubt that it will be granted 
to him. “He is faithful that promised.” | 





SIGNS OF PROGRESS. 

Scholars in the Sunday-school are commonly quite | 
as ready to study the Bible as their teachers are to 
help them to its study. Where scholars do not study, | 
it is almost invariably the case that their teachers are 
either unfamiliar with wise methods of teaching, or 
are slack in kindly efforts to show their scholars how | 
to study, and to stimulate them in their studying. 

And there isa great deal more of honest and hearty | 
Bible study in the Sunday-school at the present time | 
than ever before. Those who are most familiar with 
the state of things now, in contrast with the former 
days, are fully convinced on this point. But if 
specific proof were wanted, it is to be found in the 
readiness with which entire schools come up to the 
thorough competitive examinations which are in 
growing favor in various directions. Scholars by the 
hundred in single schools present themselves for close | 
examination by impartial judges on the Bible lessons | 
of an extended period; and the results of their exami- 
nation show beyond a reasonable doubt that these | 
scholars have studied to a purpose week by week dur- | 
ing all that period. Indeed, it is probably true that | 
the average Sunday-school, among all the schools | 
having a part in these competitive examinations for 
the last quarter, has shown a better knowledge of the 
portions of the Bible included in the examination | 
than would have been shown concerning the same 
text by the average association of clergymen fifty | 
years ago, had that association been subjected to a | 
similar examination. The average clergyman of to- 
day is far in advance of the average clergyman of a 
generation ago in the results of intelligent Bible 
study. And the advance in the same direction has 
been meantime greater among church-members gener- | 
ally than among clergymen. 

Yet, notwithstanding all the signs of progress, there 
are excellent people who think that there is no such Bi- | 
ble study now as when they were young. They are sure 
that they see nothing in these days of multiplied 
“helps”? to compare with the old-time work with a 
Bible and a Cruden’s Concordance. But their failure | 
to recognize progress does not hold the world back. 
A man goes out from a New England village and | 
finds a home on a western prairie. Looking around | 
him, he says that there are very few people to be seen | 
in the world now-a-days. When he was a young man 
he could at any time find a dozen families within a 
quarter of a mile of his father’s house, and now his 
nearest neighbor is seven miles away. This country | 








is thinning out. What apity! And yet there are | 
twenty millions more of inhabitants in this country | 
than when that man was a boy. So in the Sunday- | 
school, despite all the croakers and doubters, there 

has been wonderful progress within the last twenty 

years. The Bible is studied as never in the olden | 
time. Many scholars in the Sunday-school are now 

studying it earnestly. Others of them would study | 
if their teachers would encourage and help them to | 
do so. If your scholars don’t study, the fault is | 
probably not with them. 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


——— 


A good many questions which are put to us we cannot 
answer. Here is one, for example: 

Is there a normal lesson leaf published in book form on the 
Chautauqua course ? 

In these days of Sunday-school helps—and of Sunday- 
school appliances which are anything but helps—it is hardly 
safe to say that a publication which can be either named 
or thought of is not already on the market. A normal 
class leaflet “in book form” would certainly seem a novelty ; 
but there is no saying what has come outof that Chautau- 
qua course. 








There is a growing interest in the training of children to 
give liberally and systematically into the Lord’s treasury. 





Various methods to this end are adopted in different Sun- 





day-schools, and there is a desire on the part of intelligent 
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workers to compare plans and to receive suggestions for the 
better accomplishment of the good purpose. From Sauger- 
ties, N. Y., a correspondent writes : 


The continued receipts of money for the children of Mr. Bliss 
show how easily money can be raised from the Sunday-schools by 
directing their efforts and interesting them in the object. In our 
own school, we used to raise eight to ten dollars per month for 
different purposes; but, by our interesting the children in the 
objects of their giving, and by our presenting the matter before 
them rightly, they now raise an average of twenty-six dollars per 
month, and have contributed as high as thirty-three dollars and 
fifty cents per month. Why then can you not present something 
before the schools that will interest them, and that you can report 
on occasionally so as to keep up the interest? The Churchman has 


| in this way raised three thousand dollars for a cot at St. Luke's 


Hospital, two thousand for a cot at St. Johnsland, and has nearly 
raised fifteen hundred dollars for St. John’s Hospital, giving each 


| week in its columns some little statement concerning the object 


and progress of the giving. Anything to make the young feel what 
a privilege and benefit giving is! They will make better men and 
women for it. Open the way. 

We fully agree with this writer that there is an advan- 
tage in presenting a specific object of beneficence to the 
young. Children like to know what they are giving to. 
They need to know this to enable them to give with hearti- 
ness and sympathy. Yet we do not think that it would be 
wise for us to attempt any direction of the charities of Sun- 
day-schools of different denominations. When we are 
familiar with such a case as that of Chloe Lankton or of the 
family of P. P. Bliss, we are glad to make it known, and to 
report whatever is sent in to us for this worthy object; but 
the case must present zse/f or it loses its chief power. It 
would not answer for us to name an object merely to excite 
an interest in giving. As to methods of raising money in 
the Sunday-school, the secretary of the Baptist Sunday- 
school at Frenchtown, N. J., says: 

We have a new method for collecting, which may be of interest to 
your readers. Our classes are arranged in alphabetical order—A, 
B,C, D, ete. We have a receiving box lettered in the same manner 
as the classes, and divided into departments—a department for each 
class. Every Sunday this box is passed to the various classes, and 
their contributions—each bearing the letter of its class—are put 
into the box. Then we have a beautiful banner, bearing on one side 
the motto, ‘The Lord Loveth a Cheerful Giver,” and on the other 


| side, ‘The Banner Class.” At the end of each month I open the 


box, count the money in the various class departments, and the one 
having contributed the largest amount is declared the ‘“ Banner 
Class” for the following month. In ten months we received in this 
manner nearly seventy dollars. When using the old method of 
passing the basket, I am informed that we did not receive over ten 
or twelve dollars per year. 

We mention this plan, not to recommend it, but as an 
illustration of the methods in use in the Sunday-schools. 
In our opinion, it is better to interest the scholars in what 
they are giving to than in what they are to gain through 


| their giving. 


Now and then an editorial in these columns calls out 
from many readers strong expressions of dissent; again 


/ something which is here said brings hearty words of com- 


mendation. In either case we are glad to have awakened 
new interest in the theme discussed. We expect to differ 
with many of our readers. There would be little enjoy- 


| ment in editing a paper if we could say only things which 


meet universal approval. Yet, on the other hand, it is 
pleasant to be sometimes assured that our words have 
cheered and helped Christian readers in a life of active 
faith. A recent editorial on the safety of doing right with- 
out regar@ to consequences has met with a more than com- 
mon response of approval from readers near and far. A 
Boston correspondent writes: 


Your article ‘Is it safe to do right” has just been read with a 
dozen amens.” It has the true ring. I have tried both ways 
since I was a Christian, and never yet have I equivocated in the 
slightest except at the fearful expense of losing Christ’s presence. 
Let any one who is tempted to take his business out of the hands 
of the Lord read Jeremiah, 17: 11, and then write out and sign the 
assertion of Job, ‘‘ Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him.” 


A Philadelphia lady is inclined to expand the idea, and 
to show where lies the trouble with so many who think the 
right way is not always the safe way. She says: 


In reading the editorial in a late number of The Sunday School 
Times entitled “Is it safe to do right?” I am so impressed with the 
truth of the views you so boldly express, that I am constrained to 
thankfully acknowledge that Bible Christianity is the standard 
which your helpful paper bids all to follow in these days of morally 
slip-shod Christians; that ‘“ Holiness to the Lord” is inscribed upon 
it; and that no inferior motto can be safely adopted by any Christian 

. . . It may be with great suffering and “strong cryings” that a 
woman lays upon God’s altar her idol—the right hand she has cut 
off—and shuts her. eyes to visions of a happy future hope holds 
before her, and refuses to enter into union with an unbeliever; but 
in keeping God’s commandments there is great reward, and every 
sacrifice of self is quickly followed by a peace, and even a joy, that 
the world cannot conceive, because it isheavenly and spiritual. As 
for there not being “enough good men to go around,” if there were 
more entirely consecrated women whose lives were so hid in Christ 
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that his pure spirit shone through, and animated and controlled all 
they did, there would soon be enough good men to not only go 
around, but to greatly abound. It seems harder for an active 
business man, or for one in public life, to live the self-denying, con- 
secrated life which the perfect Christian character demands; for he 
is of necessity brought into contact with so much that is evil that 
he comes almost unconsciously to distrust the motives of others, 
and even his own motives. Every moment the question has to be 
decided, “Is this for myself or for Christ?” and the “sharp tricks” 
of trade, and the false advertisements of professedly Christian men, 
prove too often how that question has been decided. If such men 
would lay aside their own judgment and trust entirely to the spirit 
and teaching of the Bible, there would be far less business failures, 
and fewer broken-down professional men. “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom.” This declaration is as true now as 
when it was first written. God gives education, experience, com- 
mon sense, as tools with which we are to work; and we are to use 
and profit by them to their fullest extent, but always under God, 
and in accordance with hislaws. The moment our wisdom conflicts 
with his plain commands, that moment it should be dropped as 
folly. . . . How often we hear the prayer, ‘ Lord, help us so to live 
that men may take knowledge of us that we have been with Jesus!” 
But oh that our prayer may be constantly, not to show that we 
have been, but that we are, each hour and moment with Jesus. Our 
lives would soon show that it is safe to do right in all things; and 
that only by so doing can be realized that “perfect peace” and 
“fullness of joy’’ which are promised to them that trust and keep 
God’s word. E. F. D. 


A well known clergyman from Plainfield, N. J., asks: 


Are we to have another case of disputed authorship in the matter 
of the poem “Not Knowing’? 


He mentions that he has seen the poem in several collec- 
tions ascribed to M. J. Brainard; but that a writer in one 
of the religious papers has claimed its authorship for Mr. 
H. L. Franklin, of Geneva, N. Y., while The Sunday School 
Times affirms that it was written by Miss M. G. Brainard. 
Moreover, he has noted variations in its form in its different 
editions; and he wants to know what is the correct version, 
as well as to be assured of the authorship. As we said 
before, we can speak without any question in our own mind 
on this point. The poem was written by Miss M. G. Brainard, 
of New London, Conn. We have her authority for saying 
that it was composed by her in the winter of 1868-9, and 
first published in The Congregationalist in March, 1869. It 
was afterward issued on a leaflet from the Willard Tract 
Repository, Boston, and included in compilations of poems 
published severally by the American Tract Society, the 
Evangelical Knowledge Society, and A. D. F. Randolph, of 
New York. The poem as we print it below is in the form in 
which it first appeared—with the exception of a few words 
changed by Miss Brainard herself. 

‘ NOT KNOWING. 
“ Not knowing the things that shall befall me there.”—Acts 20 : 22. 
BY MISS M. G. BRAINARD. 


I know not what shall befall me, 
God hangs a mist o’er my eyes, 

And thus each step of my onward path, 
He makes new scenes to rise, 

And every joy he sends me, comes 
As a sweet and glad surprise. 


I see not a step before me, 
As I tread on another year ; 

But the past is in God’s keeping, 
The future his mercy shall clear, 
And what looks dark in the distance 

May brighten as I draw near. 


For perhaps the dreaded future 
Is less bitter than I think; 

The Lord may sweeten the waters 
Before I stoop to drink, 

Or, if Marah must be Marah, 
He will stand beside its brink. 


It may be he keeps waiting, 
Till the coming of my feet, 

Some gift of such rare blessedness, 
Some joy so strangely sweet, 

That my lips shall only tremble 
With the thanks they cannot speak. 


O restful, blissful ignorance! 
‘Tis blessed not to know; 

It holds me in those mighty arms 
Which will not let me go, 

And hushes my soul to rest 
On the bosom which loves me so! 


So I go on not knowing; 
I would not, if I might; 

I would rather walk in the dark with God, 
Than go alone in the light; 

I would rather walk with him by faith, 
Than walk alone by sight. 


My heart shrinks back from trials 
Which the future may disclose, 
Yet I never had a sorrow 
But what the dear Lord chose; 
So I send the “coming tears back, 
With the whispered word, “He knows!"! 


GOD'S TENEMENT HOUSES—THEIR AGE, 
NUMBER, AND INMATES. 


BY ELIHU BURRITT. 

No one who believes in the existence of the God the Bible 
reveals, doubts that He was the same in one period of eter- 
nity as another; that he was the same in infinite power, 
wisdom, and goodness before he created our earth as he is 
now. But the belief seems to have taken fast hold of the 
majority of the Christian world that, up to the time of this 
creation, God spent the whole of antecedent eternity in per- 
fect inactivity as far as his creative power was concerned; 
that up to this time his universe was one boundless blank 
of non-existence; that he had not built a house for any 
created being; that not a sun, star, or planet had shown a 
point of light in the darkness of universal nothing ; that not 
a being of flesh and blood in all this lifeless expanse was 
found to lift up his hands and eyes to an almighty Creator, 
and say, “ Our Father in heaven.” 

Now this belief seems hardly reverent to an almighty 
Creator. It implies that up to the creation of our solar 
system he lived alone, filling the boundless solitude of the 
universe with his own self; that forall this past eternity he 
did not exert his creative power, but let it lie inactive; that 
he did not care to have the homage and love of happy human 
beings on their own account or his own; that none such 
existed, and that he did not construct any habitations for 
such beings. Then this old belief seems to ascribe a human 
weakness to the Creator, or a change of mind and purpose. 
It implies, to speak in human phrase, that he became tired 
of living alone; that he resolved to create a race of human 
beings on whom he would bestow his love and receive theirs 
in return; that he carried out this purpose for the first 
time at the date and in the manner that Moses gives for 
“the creation of the heavens and the earth.” Surely this 
belief must be founded in a narrow view of his almighty 
power and of his purpose and plan of creation. It ascribes 
to him what we should not regard as wisdom or benevo- 
lence in man. It almost charges him with inactivity, or a 
disuse of the faculties of his omnipotence. 

Let us now come to another general impression of the 
Christian world which seems to do less honor still, to the 
wisdom, goodness, and power of the Creator. This is a be- 
lief which a full faith in the facts which science has brought 
to light has not weakened even in the minds of enlightened 
men. Whatever theories have been accepted or rejected in 
regard to the fixed stars, nearly everybody now believes 
what accurate science has established in regard to our own 
solar system. Our school children comprehend and fully 
believe it embraces a certain number of planets, great and 
small, that revolve around the sun. Astronomy and geome- 
try have absolutely measured these bodies, and the rate 
and direction of their movements. Science has gone farther 
| still, and shown us by the spectrum analysis the character 
| and proportion of their minerals, in a word, their whole 
| physical constitution. Children can tell us how small is 
| the size of the earth compared with Jupiter, Saturn, and 
| Herschel. Yet of all the planets that revolve around our 
| sun, it is probable that ninety-nine Christian minds in a 
| hundred feel almost bound to believe that our earth alone 
was created for intelligent human beings and alone peopled 
by them; as if all the other bodies were mere make-weights 
to regulate the motions of our planet in its orbit, or as a 
brilliant cortegé of honor to grace its triumphal march. 
Then this belief consequently implies that no heavenly 
bodies outside our solar system are inhabited by beings who 
need material habitations; that even if there be millions of 
globes in the universe larger than ours, they were only 
created by God to show his power; that they are all empty 
houses, though lighted, warmed, swept, and garnished for 
the occupation of beings who might rejoice in his love and 
fatherly care. 

Let us find a parallel to the logic of this common idea. 
Here is a ten-acre meadow flecked with a million daisies, 
every one having its yellow orb surrounded by a white ring, 
like one of the great planets. This orb is peopled by a 
living multitude of beings of a race which we will call the 
mitekind, which, small as they are, we will suppose capable 
of thought and speech. One of them, given to speculation, 
creeps out to the white rim of his little world and looks off 
upon the sidereal universe spread out before him, all alight 
| and bespangled with its stars of various size according to 
| their distance. He sees broad milky ways of them crossing 
| the field of his vision. He knows that they are all worlds 
like his own, some much larger even, and equally well made 
and beautiful. But ina most important respect they differ 
from his own yellow globe. His, he believes, }s the only 
' one of the myriads inhabited by mitekind. All the rest are 
| empty worlds, They only exist to do honor to his own, 
_and to show that it is the only one that has any practical 
| object for its creation. Now would not this idea of a 
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| reasoning mite be as logical as the idea of a reasoning man 





| built at the same time. 








who believes that the earth he inhabits is the only world 
in the universe peopled with human or intelligent beings, 
conscious of an almighty Creator and capable of his love 
and worship? The reasoning mite knows that all the 
yellow, white-rimmed orbs of the great expanse before hifn 
are daisies like his own habitation. He knows that the 
little speck on the outer edge of the field may be as large a 
globe as his own, and that it is only the intervening dis- 
tance that makes it seem less. The reasoning man knows 
by the same sense and evidence that the minutest point of 
light in the sidereal heavens is a material body like the 
earth on which he dwells; that if it does not look to him as 
large as the moon, it is only because it is so much farther 
from him than that body. Then he knows that not a star 
has moved an apparent inch from its fixed place in the con- 
stellations so familiar to him, such as The Great Bear, 
Orion, and the Pleiades; that each is as fixed and station- 
ary as our own sun, and if it has any practical use it must 
also be as a centre and source of light and heat to smaller 
bodies revolving around it, on planets like those of our 
solar system. Admitting all these facts, as an intelligent 
man does and must, it seems strange that he can believe 
that the earth is the only habitation of human or intelli- 
gent beings among the countless millions of tenement 
houses that God has built in his boundless universe. 

There is another impression which perhaps a great ma- 
Jority of Christian people think that they are bound to 
hold as an orthodox faith. It is this, that whatever be the 
number, magnitude, and uses of these countless myriads of 
heavenly bodies, they were all created simultaneously, or 
at the same time. Now there is nothing in Moses’s account 
of the creation, nor anything in the laws and teachings of 
nature, to justify this impression, any more than there is 
in history that-all the cities of habitation on the earth were 
It would seem the dictate of com- 
mon sense to believe that God built all these tenement 
houses, to speak humanly, just as they were needed for 
the tenants he purposed to occupy them. We know that 
this was the case with our earth—that it was made ex- 
pressly for mankind, and they were introduced into it as 
soon as it was fully prepared for their reception. Astron- 
omers tell us that since. the birth of Christ more than a 
dozen fixed stars, all the centres of solar systems, have dis- 
appeared,—of course with all the planets that revolved 
around them. ‘This very year we read of such a fixed star 
or sun blazing forth suddenly and burning itself out into 
darkness. Some watchful and watching astronomer dis- 
covered the phenomenon with his telescope. It was a mere 
accident that any human being saw it at all. Perhaps in 
every century since our earth was fitted for human habita- 
tion, some solar system as large as ours has disappeared 
from among God’s creations, and one equally large has 
been introduced into their goodly fellowship, and both 
events have taken place unseen by human eyes. It must 
soften down the presumption of the man who believes that 
the house he lives in is the only inhabited one of all the 
millions that God has built, to be made to feel that it 
might be burned down to colorless vapor, and yet its blaze 
would not be seen from the window of the nearest of those 
tenements he conceives were made to remain empty forever. 

A MORAVIAN EASTER. 
BY A. DE GROOT. 

On Easter morning, April 16, 1876, while the stars were 
yet shining, we joined the throngs filling the streets of 
Bethlehem, Penn., and soon after took our seats in the Mo- 
ravian Church. The spacious audience room was brilliantly 
lighted, and the western portion profusely and elegantly 
decorated with flowers. Bishop de Schweinitz sat in front 
of the pulpit. Under the magic touch of Professor Wolle, 
the grand organ pealed forth its most glorious strains. The 
church was soon filled with devout worshipers. 

The service was opened by the Bishop saying, “The Lord 
is risen!” to which the congregation, all standing, responded, 
“The Lordis risen indeed!” Then followed singing, prayer, 
an ascription of praise by the choir, and the reading of the 
service peculiar to the day. This ended, the entire congre- 
gation, numbering about two thousand, preceded by the 
Bishop and other clergy, and by the trombonists, left the 
church and repaired to the ancient burying-ground near by. 

Having reached a convenient place, they reverently assem - 
bled in the avenues about the graves, and the choir and 
congregation alternately sang a hymn. The service con- 
tinued, the Bishop reading, and the people responding; then 
came the singing by the choir of the verse:— 

“Who are these in bright array, 
This innumerable throng, 
Round the altar night and day, 
Hymning one triumphant song; 
‘Worthy is the Lamb once slain, 
lessing, honor, glory, power, 
Wisdom, riches, to obtain, 


New dominion every hour!'" 
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The congregation followed with the words :— 
“These through fiery trials trod, 
These from great affliction came; 
Now before the throne of God, 
Sealed with his almighty name, 
Clad in raiment pure and white, 
Victor-palms in every hand, 
Through their dear Redeemer’s might, 
More than conquerors they stand.” 


The Bishop said :-— 

“Glory be to him who is the resurrection and the life; 
he was dead, and behold, he is alive forevermore; and he 
that believeth in him, though he were dead, yet shall he 
live. Glory be to him in the church which waiteth for him, 
and in that which is around him from everlasting to ever- 
lasting. Amen.” 

The congregation sang :— 

“T give thee thanks unfeigned, 
O Jesus, friend in need, 

For what thy soul sustained, 
When thou for me didst bleed; 

Grant me to lean unshaken 
Upon thy faithfulness, 

Until I hence am taken 
To see thee face to face.” 


As the strains of the hymn died away, a bird among the 
branches of one of the beautiful lindens poured forth a stream 
of melody, and another, in a tree beyond, uniting his notes 
with those of the first, added to the joyful character of the 
occasion. As the Bishop pronounced the benediction, the 
sun appeared above the horizon, and threw a flood of golden 
light over the solemn scene in the graveyard. After much 
hand-shaking and pleasant talk together, the people de- 
parted to their homes. 


THE PASTOR'S POWER AND PRIVILEGE.* 


BY JOHN E. SEARLES, JR. 


The value of the Sunday-school work is becoming more 
and more apparent to the church and to the world, and its 
importance is recognized, theoretically, at least, by thought- 
ful men everywhere. Men who study only national and 
political interests are looking to the Sunday-schools of this 
land to-day with a new interest as they forecast our coun- 
try’s future ; recognizing that on this agency, more than any 
other, are we to depend for the Bible-loving citizens who 
must erelong stand as a bulwark for the defense of Protes- 
tantism and the free institutions of our Republic. 

Goldwin Smith has said, “Greatness, whether individual 
or national, can be achieved in no other way than through 

he morality of Sunday-schools ;” and Mr. Spurgeon, on the 
other side of the ocean, says very earnestly, “I beseech all 
lovers of the nation to pray for the Sunday-schools.” 

In the church, none question that the Sunday-school is 
of great value, and yet very.few realize the extent of its 
influence. Said a pastor of one of the largest and most 
prosperous churches in New York City, “Nine-tenths of 
our church-membership, during my pastorate of forty years, 
was secured through the Sunday-school.” The venerable 
Dr. Tyng, of New York, after considerably more than half 
a century’s experience, said, “ My deliberate conviction is, 
that the whole hope of the Christian church is in the teach- 
ing and training of the young.” 

In our own denomination, the Sunday-school is recog- 
nized as an important department of church work. This is 
certainly justified by the statistics of our church history, 
us quoted by the late Bishop Janes, who stated that 
“ Seven-eighths of the membership of the Methodist Church 
come out of the Sunday-school.” If our Discipline’s theory 
of the Sunday-school were carried out, nothing more would 
be required to make it the most effective agency in the 
church for its upbuilding ; for therein the Sunday-school is 
declared. to be “for the moral and religious instruction of 
our children, and for the promotion of Bible knowledge 
among all our people.” To this end, the rules laid down 
for its organization and management are well adapted. 

But, much as the Sunday-school is doing to-day, and 
fruitful as it is of life and power, the Sunday-school is not 
doing the work it ought. The thought of the church 
should be intently fixed upon the question: How can we 
increase the efficiency of our Sunday-schools? 

There are many answers to this question, for there are 
many elements involved in the work, and the improvement of 
any one of these will bring increased power. More and 
better teachers are certainly needed, for while a large part 
of the best workers in the church are found in this field 
(indeed, their work in the Sunday-school makes them the 
most valuable helpers in every sphere of church work), 
and while with many of them are found the greatest 


* The substance of an address at the Anniversary of the Sunday 
School Union of the New York Kast Conference of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, Hartford, Conn., / » BT. 





devotion to and enthusiasm in their work, still we need in 
our Sunday-schools more such workers, and more and 
better preparation for their duties, and a greater apprecia- 
tion of the dignity and responsibility of their office. 

We need better superintendents in our Sunday-schools. 
We need men who will make a study of their work to find 
out how their schools may be made more thorough in their 
teaching of the word of God, more fruitful in results in the 
bringing of souls to Christ, and in upbuilding them in the 
faith of the gospel—superintendents who, true to their 
trust, shall shepherd their flock, and seek to throw about 
the young such influences, outside the school hour, as shall 
bind them to the church and to Christ—superintendents, 
who shall strive by every means to lead their fellow- 
laborers up to a true appreciation of the work, and to a 
striving after a corresponding fitness. 

But, granting that the power for good of the Sunday- 
school may, by the improvement of teachers and officers, 
be greatly increased, still, I am here to assert my convic- 
tion, that there is no class of men that have it in their 
power to do so much for the increased efficiency of our Sun- 
day-schools as the ministry,—the men who are sent out by 
this conference as pastors over these churches. I have a 
constantly increasing respect for the office and work of 
the ministry, as I see the almost unlimited possibilities 
for good which lie within its reach; and in no department. 
of Christian work is there so great a promise of speedy 
return for expended labor as here. We studied, a few 
weeks since, of the prophet Elisha, in the good city of Jeri- 
cho, solicited to heal its waters; whereupon he took a 
cruse of salt “to the spring,” and cleansed the fountain ; 
then all the waters of the city were made pure. Brethren, 
is it not true, in many instances, that the ministry are put- 
ting whole barrels of salt into the stream, and the water 
still comes down again impure notwithstanding? Is it not 
better that you go to the spring with the salt, even though 
you may have to get a new cruse to carry it in? 

And now, lest my statement seem extravagant, I beg 
leave to show from the stand-point of a layman how the 
pastor of the church and the preacher, from the sacred desk, 
holds in his hand, by virtue of his office, the power to mani- 
fold the influence and efficiency of his Sunday-school, and, 
as a necessary consequence, of his church as well. 

The first aim of the Sunday-school and its greatest work 
is well stated in our Discipline to be “the moral and 
religious instruction of our children.” In the preliminary 
gathering of these, the pastor may do very much by his 
influence in the pulpit and in the street or home circles. 
But the gathering is not to stop with children, for, as before 
quoted, our Book of Discipline says the Sunday-school is 
also “for the promotion of Bible knowledge among ad/ our 
people.” In this second-named object of Sunday-school 
work we have thus far made comparatively little progress, 
and yet I believe it to be a matter of vital importance to 
the well-being of the church. 

In these days, it is true, a new interest has been awakened 
in the Bible, and the conviction is gaining that the “word” 
is God’s own agency for the instruction of his people in his 
will; that when the Saviour prayed “Sanctify them through 
thy truth, thy word is truth;” he intended that his people 
should ‘search the Scriptures;” that not only the New 
Testament is given for our spiritual culture, but that “all 
scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.” 

Now isit not true that the stwdy of the Scriptures is very 
little practiced outside of attendants upon the Sunday- 
school? The fact is we are living in high-pressure times, 
and a majority of men and women feel the burden upon 
them to labor with an intense earnestness in the struggle 
for daily bread and a prudent provision against a time of 
need ; and so busily are hands and head kept employed that 
but little leisure is found, and then the multitude of 
papers, magazines, and books which are thrust upon us on 
every side tend to draw us away from thoughtful, syste- 
matic study of God’s word unless, by reason of our connec- 
tion with the Sunday-school as teacher or scholar, we have 
something which, taking the form of duty, leads us to open 
our Bibles and to study them, that we may meet the re- 
sponsibilities which are upon us. Is it not true that the 
absence from the Bible school of large numbers of our church- 
members, both those of long standing and ofttimes of young 
converts, is attributable to the fact that they feel it a bur- 
den to make such preparation by Bible study as they feel 
would be requisite to such membership? and hence they are 
quite willing to make some trivial excuse for their absence 
and content themselves with attendance upon the preaching 
services, which require no previous effort or time in prepa- 
ration on their part. 

Now, what is to rouse the church to a sense of the value 


of Bible study, and give our Zion a Bible-studying, Bible- 





loving, and Bible-living membership? Something may be 
done by the individual efforts of superintendents and 
teachers; but the ministry ofthe church has it in its power, 
through the sacred desk, with the word of God to support, 
and the unction of the Holy Ghost, to make the people 
feel the necessity of this Bible study and the value of the 
Sunday-school as a means to this end. Thus may we fill 
our schools and the churches with seekers after truth, both 
young and old, who, by reason of this very Bible study, 
shall become the more interested and intelligent hearers of 
the word proclaimed in the sanctuary. 

If to exhortation the pastor may add his active co- 
operation and service to the Bible school, by the organiza- 
tion of a class for the adult members of the church, to the 
interest of which he will give of his best thought and study, 
the power of the pastor is almost boundless. Do not under- 
stand me as demanding that every pastor shall teach in the 
Sunday-school, for I do not believe that with the present 
arrangement of services in many of our churches, this is the 
duty of their pastors. I would never ask a pastor who 
preaches morning and afternoon to teach a class between 
services. In a majority of cases, however, the pastor has it 
in his power, by bringing to the hearts and consciences of 
his people the duty of Bible study, to bring about such a 
readjustment of the church services as shall give him an 
opportunity with the people of taking part in the teaching 
service of the day. 

But supposing the time has not yet come when the pas- 
tor may take this place in his school work, there is still a 
field outside his Sabbath duties where he may do very much 
to increase the efficiency of his school, and that is, in the 
better preparation of his Sunday-school teachers for the work 
which the church has entrusted to their hands. The pastor 
of the church is equally pastor of the Sunday-school. As 
such he is responsible for the kind of teaching which is done 
in his school, and in no way can he be sure that this teach- 
ing is what it should be except by interesting himself in the 
fitting of those teachers for the work of each week. I have 
not insisted upon the Sabbath services of the pastor in the 
class, but I do believe that it is the duty of every pastor to 
see to it that there is organized and properly conducted in 
his church a weekly meeting of the teachers for the prepara- 
tion of the lesson for the following Sabbath, both as to the 
matter to be taught and methods of teaching it. I would 
not insist that the pastor should always lead such a meeting. 
But he should be there, giving the teachers the benefit of his 
study and thought as to the meanings and teachings of the 
Scripture, and aiding them by suggestions and illustration 
in that most difficult question “how to present the truth to 
the scholar.” 

This weekly meeting with his teachers will give the pas- 
tor an intimate knowledge of the spiritual condition of the 
school, and of the needs of these, his chief helpers, which 
will be of great value to him in his pulpit, and in his prepa- 
ration for it. On the other hand, it will give his officers 
and teachers a new respect for and interest in their pastor, 
who thus shows himself deeply interested in their work. 
This will insure their devotion, not only to their work of 
teaching, but also to any interest of the church which the 
pastor recommends to their sympathy and labor. No pas- 
tor would hesitate to accept this work and responsibility if 
he knew how much of strength and inspiration comes to the 
tried and tempted superintendent or teacher who can say, 
“My pastor regards this work as of great value, and he 
cheerfully gives time and thought to it; his heart is in 
accord with mine, and if I am troubled, I am sure to find 
with him intelligent sympathy and appropriate counsel.” 

There is no pastor but can find time to spend a part of 
each session in the Sunday-school. Here the influence of 
that teachers’-meeting will be seen and felt by the whole 
school. When the pastor at the close, or perhaps at the 
beginning of the session, gives his greeting in a few words 
in the line of the lesson of the day, and the scholars see that 
he has studied that lesson and is interested in their study 
of it, they are stimulated to greater thoroughness, that they 
may give him promptly the answers he may require. If, 
in addition to this, he proceeds to his disciplinary duty of 
examining them in the catechism of the church, he will find 
them quite ready to comply with his wishes, and to add 
week by week their catechism questions until within a sin- 
gle conference year, without interfering with the uniform 
lessons, he can march them through the one hundred and 
twelve questions containing our church doctrines. 

There is in our churches, and largely among our pastors, 
great complaint that very many of the children and youth 
in our Sunday-schools are not regular attendants upon the 
preaching services of the Sabbath. This is much to be 
lamented, for I hold that every one, young or old, should 
attend at least one service of the sanctuary on the Sabbath, 
and in many of our Sabbath-schools the officers and teach- 
ers are earnestly laboring to this end. But, next to the 
parents, with whom this responsibility rests rather than 
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with the Sunday-school, no one has the power to do so 
much to reform this evil as the pastor. Let the children in 
the school be brought to feel, ‘‘he is owr pastor, and not 
the pastor of the grown people merely ; he is owr preacher, 
and he considers the Sunday-school just as much a part of 
his charge as the preaching service or prayer-meeting ;” 
and then when the superintendent gives out the notices 
and says, “ Our pastor will preach this evening,” all feel 
that they are invited; and a word from the pastor himself, 





cration so thorough that the Master can use us. He can 
use his own; he can and will use that which, like the 
offerings for the Jewish tabernacle, is made a willing offer- 
ing. Self-seeking thwarts success. “For Jesus’ sake,” and 
“for thine own glory, Lord,” are resistless arguments to 
press at a throne of grace. We must learn to take success 
from the Lord, by giving the honor and the glory back to 
God. Thus being divinely prepared, divinely guided, and 
divinely used, what* shall hinder us in winning souls to 


inviting them to our week-night prayer-meeting, will have | Christ ? 


great weight, and meet a hearty response. 


| 


It is no wonder that a multitude of Christian lives have 


Let me mention another means which should, I think, | 2° fruitage. It is no wonder that so many come up from 
be employed to promote the interest of the school in the | the spiritual harvest-field with empty hands. These barren 


church and its services. 


should, in its weekly offerings, contribute to the support of | 


the church, and in this way be made to feel itself a part of 
the church. In order to this, the church must first accept 
the proper support of the Sunday-school as its duty, and it 
must as regularly appropriate a suitable sum for the expenses 
of the Sunday-school as for the salary of the pastor or the 
sexton. This will require that many of our churches be 
educated out of a narrow-mindedness with regard to this 
interest, and this education is largely the work of the pastor. 

The Discipline says, “It shall be the duty of every 
preacher, in his pastoral visits, to pay special attention to 
the children, to speak to them personally and kindly on 
the subject of experimental and practical godliness, according 
to their capacity.” All parents know that this require- 
ment is based on human nature, and the pastor who ignores 
the children in any home has no right to expect them to 
be interested in him or his work. 


A pastor called not long since at the home of one of his 
parishioners, and spent a half-hour in pleasant chat with 
father and mother, but did not so much as recognize the 
presence of two girls of nine and eleven years of age. The 
parents of those children found it quite difficult to make 
them feel that he was their pastor, and that he was desirous 
for their spiritual welfare. Now see how the active interest 
of the pastor in the Sunday-school opens up the way to 
these young hearts. The pastor is familiar with the lesson 
which the child has studied the previous Sabbath, and with 
the method of its presentation in the school. Starting 
from this point of common interest, it is natural and easy 
for the pastor to lead the conversation to a close practical 
application. Then, too, how an expressed interest in the 
Sunday-school at the fireside, and an appreciative word 
concerning his teacher, by the pastor, will increase love 
and respect for that teacher, and stimulate the scholar to 
better effort. He may enlist also the help of the parents, 
and lead them to attach a new value to the co-operative 
work of the Sunday-school teacher, which shall be fruitful 
of encouragement and blessing to both. 


How many hints, also, a thoughtful pastor may give a 
teacher concerning the home influences of the scholar which 
would explain habits of thought and life which are now a 
mystery to that teacher, and a knowledge of which would 
enable him to reach the heart and lead the soul to Christ! 

The Sunday-school has a large place in my heart. It is 
not merely because I find the work itself delightful, and its 
associations pure and ennobling, but it is because I love the 
church, and I see in the Sunday-school a department of 
church work which is calculated to develop in the church 
the greatest spiritual growth and power. Seeing this, I am 
deeply interested in the enlargement and perfection of its 
work; to which end I plead to-day for the continued and 
increasing interest in and devotion to it by our pastors. 


FROM THE LORD. 


BY THE REV. E. E. ROGERS. 





President Finney once said to one of his theological 
classes, ‘Be sure that you get your text from the Lord.” 
The remark is certainly very suggestive, and reveals the 
source of the spiritual power of the great evangelist. As 
pastors, teachers, and gospel-workers we need to feel our 
dependence upon divine power in the work of winning 
souls. We need heavenly wisdom in our choice of themes 
for the pulpit, in our choice of words to enforce the truths 
of the Sunday-school-lesson, and also no less in the argument 
or persuasion employed in personal work. To havea message 
from the Lord, is to be clothed with power, and to have 
our chances of success immeasurably increased. 


We need a preparation of heart, which also cometh from 
the Lord. Pentecost brought warmth, devotion, zeal, 
earnestness, tenderness, as well as supernatural gifts. It 
gave anointing as well as endowment. It had its hearts 
of flame as well as tongues of fire. The great need of our 
Christian workers to-day is a baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
giving that preparation of heart for great success which 
cometh from the Lord. 


An added indispensable condition of success, is a conse- 





I believe the Sunday-school | lives have been without divine refreshing. The arms of 


these toilers have been powerless, for lack of divine power. 
He who throws the Holy Spirit, as a mighty agent, out of 
his plans, shall meet certain failure. From the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth, cometh our help and our success. 
Happy are we if we know by experience the relation of our 
work to prayer. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


—»—— 


THE FEATHER BROOM. 
BY A. E, ASHBY. 


“WHAT THINGS WERE GAIN TO ME, THOSE I COUNTED LOSS FOR CHRIST.” 
An eager beat of tiny feet, and the door flings open wide, 
As if some king were entering, and all his suite beside. 
“Oh, look, mamma, what nurse has made! it’s mine, a feather broom, 
You needn't keep a housemaid now, for I can sweep your room.” 


Ah yes! well said; come, little maid, you may at once begin; 

These cushions take, turn round and shake, and brush them well 
within. 

There, keep your feathers busy, first the table, then the chair, 

And don’t forget the Davenport, for dust is everywhere.” 


Then back I sped with busy head to my labors for the day, 
Climbing with will the Muses’ hill to bear a wreath away, 

Till a sudden gleam of splendor from the lately risen sun 

Burst in like a sweet melody; my thought-wrapped eye was won. 


And asI gazed, with glance upraised, the stillness round wasstirred ; 
No busy broom flew o’er the room, but a soft wee voice I heard, 
And, turning, saw my little one intent upon the sky, 

Her brown hair kindled into gold, and a welcome in her eye. 


A welcome glad as child ne’er had for a face though kind yet new, 
But as babes confide, at love’s full tide, in the trusted and the true, 
While, flung down by the chubby hand, forgot, neglected quite, 
Lay the fairy broom, but just before so precious in her sight. 


“Do you know, mamma, that though so far, I fancy I can see 
The mantle white of the angel bright sent down for you and me, 
And for sissie and for dear papa; for we all love Jesus so, 

He says when it’s time for him to come, we shall all together go. 


“Won't it be glee if it should be he? and I think I see him come; 
We shall never sigh, and we cannot die, when Jesus takes us home. 
And Essie won't be lonely then, for mamma will always stay ; 
I can’t help crying sometimes now when you are gone away.” 


Yes, darling, joy with no alloy will his coming bring to all 
The faithful few who wait, like you, the promised homeward call. 
“This is our God! we have longed for him!” will be our rapturous 
ery, 
As we speed into his loving arms, safe for eternity. 
Southampton, England, 





MINNIE’S FAIRIES. 
BY D. C. MACDONALD. 


One afternoon, while Minnie Clay was studying her next 
day’s geography lesson—she was very fond of geography, 
and I often wonder what the little head can be made of 
that is not,—she suddenly missed her aunt Mary from the 
opposite side of the table where she had just been sitting. 

It was very laughable to see how Minnie jumped down 
off her chair, and stood, finger in mouth, looking very 
solemn and offended, as if she felt astonished that her aunt 
could have taken the liberty of leaving her there all alone 
without so much as telling her. Then, half suspecting that 
her aunt must be hiding somewhere, she peeped behind the 
door, under the table, everywhere,—but all in vain. So 
without more ado she ran away upstairs to Aunt Mary’s 
room, and, without thinking of knocking, pushed the door 
wide open, and burst out in quite an authoritative voice : 

“What are you doing there, Aunt Mary? What have 
you got there?” 

“Oh! nothing for little girls to see,” answered her aunt, 
hiding what she had in her hands. 

“Dear me, I wish I could see!’’ murmured Minnie, 
twisting herself impatiently, for she was one of the most 
inquisitive little things alive. 

“Little girls must not be over meddlesome, darling,” 
said her aunt in a gentle but grave voice. 

Minnie went up stairs, pouting, to her room, but her 





attention was arrested by a new object. The blue door 
was open—the door of a room which she was strictly for- 
bidden to enter. She stood for a little, peeping into the 
room, but she could not resist the temptation ; her curiosity 
overcame her fear, and in she went. There was nothing 
very remarkable in the room, after all, and she felt disap- 
pointed, especially as she felt she had done wrong in dis- 
obeying orders. It was nicely furnished, however; and by 
a table, on which there sat a square brown tin box, there 
was a large, cosy rocking chair. Into this she threw her- 
self and rocked away, wondering all the time what ever 
could be in that box. She dared not open it; she just 
pushed it lightly with her finger, and’ then—why then she 
must have fallen asleep, for she saw the strangest things in 
this memorable day-dream of hers. When she touched 
the box, the side of it facing her flew open as if by magic, 
and the first thing she saw was a crowd of wax dolls shut 
up in a glass box within the other. These dolls were 
splendidly dressed in velvet and satin, embroidered with 
gold. They were not longer than your finger. They had 
golden curls, blue eyes, and a soft color in their cheeks: 
and what was most wonderful, they were all in motion, as 
if alive. They frowned, they peered eagerly about, and beat 
on the grass with their tiny hands, as if trying to get out, 
so that Minnie very naturally could not take her eyes from 
them. . 

Very naturally, too, the longer she looked, the more 
curious she became to know whether they were alive or 
moved by some wonderful machinery. She felt as if she 
would so much like to handle these wonderful dolls, that 
kept poking their queer little noses towards her. So, 
seeing a key hanging by the box, she took it down, un- 
locked the glass box with a trembling hand, and— 


Well, Minnie at first did not know what had happened 
to her. They were crowding into her ears, and up her 
nose, and into her mouth, and pulling open her eyelids to 
peep into her eyes, these wonderful dolls that she had let 
loose. They swarmed over her like flies, and they chat- 
tered like magpies. “Oh, where does this go?” screamed 
one, plunging into her pocket and followed by half a dozen 
others. There they ruammaged and bounced about to get 
into her purse, and find out what was in a sticky little 
paper parcel she had. It was like having a pocketful of 
mice, if mice could talk, and be the most inquisitive crea- 
tures in the world. Nothing escaped their notice. They 
swarmed up her sleeves and down her neck, and through 
her hair, exclaiming, “ What is this?” “Where are you 
going now?” “What is this for?” “Why are you here?” 
till Minnie was almost crazy. 

She was really in a terrible fright; and so, getting up 
suddenly, she dashed towards the door, intending to shut 
the meddling little creatures in, but they were too quick, 
At her first move there was a general buzz and scamper}; 
“Where are you going now?” “What are you going to 
do?” “Where are you going?” they screamed. Frightened 
nearly out of her wits, she ran to her room, but they were 
there as soon as she. She sat down in despair. They 
came crowding around her, and staring at her. “What 
are you sitting here for?” “What are you going to do 
now?” they said. She went to her window, and they fol- 
lowed her, buzzing: ‘Oh, look here! what is this?” They 
pulled open her boxes and rummaged her drawers. Minnie 
was a neat little body, but they were not at all particular. 
When they found a parcel hard to open, they tore it and 
trampled on it, and crowded and pushed in the very midst 
of the flowers and laces and linen, as if they were dying of 
curiosity. They then scrambled on her lap, and over the 
back of her chair, shouting, “Where did you get this?” 
“What are you thinking of?” “ What are you looking at?” 

“Tsn’t this dreadful?” said poor Minnie to herself, aloud. 
“Tsn’t what dreadful?” screamed her tormentors, twisting 
and scrambling again to get a little closer. “What did you 
say was dreadful?” yelled the leader, at the same time 
catching her by the nose. Minnie screamed with ‘terror, 
and jumped clear off her chair. 

“What is the matter with my little darling?” said Aunt 
Mary, caressingly, and catching her up in her arms. She 
had just come into the room, and, seeing Minnie nappings 
touched her on the nose. 

“O aunt, I have had such a dreadful dream!” And 
told her. 

“Not an unmeaning dream, either, my dear,” said her 
aunt, with a smile, and appearing to be pleased that the 
little girl’s fright had shaped her thoughts in the proper 
way. ‘These tormenting little creatures,” continued her 


she 


aunt, “are just like your own over-curious thoughts and 
wishes; and when you have done with wishing to know 
all about your neighbors’ affairs, they will leave off causing 
you unhappiness, and not before.” 

“JT shall never want to know anything that does not 
concern me again,” sobbed Minnie. 

And I should not think she would; should you? 
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9. May 27.—The Death of Elisha_.-...----------- 2 Kings 13: 14-21 
10. June 3.—The Lamentation of Amos_-_-------------Amos 5: 1-15 
11. June 10.—The Promise of Revival_..--------------- Hosea 14: 1-9 
12. June 17.—The Captivity of Israel_.....--..-----2 Kings 17: 6-18 
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LESSON 6, SUNDAY, MAY 6, 1877. 
Title: THE FAMINE IN SAMARIA. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Tue THINGS WHICH ARE IMPOSSIBLE WITH MEN, ARE 
POSSIBLE WITH Gop.—Luke 18: 27. 


Lesson Topic: Mercy and Judgment. 


. | 1. Prophecy Fulfilled, v. 12-16. 
Outline: { 2. Unbelies Punished, v. 17-20. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, April 30: 2 Kings 7: 12-20. Mercy and judgment. 
Tuesday, May 1: 2 Kings 6: 24-33. Samaria besieged. 
Wednesday, May 2: 2 Kings 7: 1-11. Prophecy and fulfillment. 
Thursday, May 3: Psa. 78: 17-31. Unbelief punished. 
Friday, May 4: Psa. 18: 20-30. The tried word. 
Saturday, May 5: Psa. 37: 1-11. Confidence in God. 
Sunday, May 6: Heb. 3: 12-19. An evil heart of unbelief. 
LESSON TEXT. 
[2 Kings 7: 12-20.] 

12. And the king arose in the night, and said unto his servants, 
I will now shew you what the Syrians have done to us. They know 
that we be hungry; therefore are they gone out of the camp to hide 
themselves in the field, saying, When they come out of the city, we 
shall catch them alive, and get into the city. 

13. And one of his servants answered and said, Let some take, I 
pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, 
(behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel that are left in it: 
behold, J say they are even as all the multitude of the Israelites 
that are consumed:) and let us send and see. 

14. They took, therefore, two chariot horses; and the king sent 
after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see. 

15. And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way 
was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away 
in their haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king. 

16. And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. 
So a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures 
of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord. 

17. And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to 
have the charge of the gate; and the people trode upon him in the 
gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when the 
king came down to him. 

18. And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the 
king, saying, Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a measure of 
fine flour for a shekel, shall be to-morrow about this time in the 
gate of Samaria: 

19. And that lord answered the man of God, and said, Now, 
behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a 
thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, 
but shalt not eat thereof. 

20. And so it fell out unto him; for the people trode upon him in 
the gate, and he died. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Kings 7:12. Theking. .. said unto his servants. 
Abimelech rose early in the morning, and called all his servants, 
and told all these things in their ears. Gen. 20: 8. The thing 
was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 
Gen. 41: 37.——Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the 
land, and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeketh 
mischief. 1 Kings 20: 7. And the servants of the king of 
Syria said unto him, Their gods are gods of the hills. 1 Kings 
20 : 23. Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took 
counsel with his servants. 2 Kings 6: 8. 

Gone out... to hide themselves. And he com- 
manded them, saying, Behold ye shall lie in wait against the city, 
even behind the city; go not very far from the city, but be ye all 
ready. Josh. 8: 4. And Israel set liers in wait round about 
Gibeah. And the liers in wait hasted, and rushed upon Gibeah ; 
and the liers in wait drew themselves along, and smote all the city 
with the edge of the sword. Judges 20: 29, 37. 




















v.13. The multitude... that are consumed,— 
If I go forth into the field, then behold the slain with the sword! 
and if I enter into the city, then behold them that are sick with 
famine! yea, both the prophet and the priest go about into a land 
that they know not. Jer. 14: 18. They that be slain with the 
sword are better than they that be slain with hunger: for these 


pine away, stricken through for want of the fruits of the field. 
Lam. 4: 9. 


v.15. Vessels. Also Cyrus the king brought forth the 
vessels of the house of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
brought forth out of Jerusalem, and had put them in the house of 
his gods. Ezral: 7 And they gave them drink in vessels of 














gold, the vessels being diverse one from another. Est. 1: 7. 
| And they shall hang upon him all the glory of the father’s house, 
the offspring and the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the 
vessels of cups, even to all the vessels of flagons. Isa. 22: 24. 
The Syrians had cast away. And Satan answered the 
Lord, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give 
for his life. Job 2: 4. In that day a man shall cast his idols of 
silver, and his idols of gold, which they made each one for himself 
to worship, to the moles and to the bats. Iga. 2: 20. And what 
will ye doin the day of visitation, and in the desolation which 
shall come from far? to whom will ye flee for help? and where 
will ye leave your glory? Isa. 10:3. For what is a man profited, 
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Matt. 
16: 26 Neither let him which is in the field return back to 
take his clothes. Matt. 24: 18. 























But what things were gain to 
me, those I counted loss for Christ. Phil. 3: 7. Let us lay aside 
every weight . . . and let us run with patience the race that is set 
before us. Heb. 12: 1. 


V.16. Spoiled the tents. And the children of Israel 
returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they spoiled their 
tents. 1 Sam. 17: 53. And they spoiled all the cities; for 
there was exceeding much spoil in them. They smote also the 
tents of cattle. 2 Chron. 14: 14, 15. And when Jehoshaphat 
and his people came to take away the spoil of them, they found 
among them in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and 
precious jewels, which they stripped off for themselves, more than 
they could carry away: and they were three days in gathering of 
the spoil, it was so much. 2 Chron. 20: 25. Though he heap 
up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment as the clay; he may 
prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and the innocent shall divide 
the silver. Job 27: 16, 17. Kings of armies did flee apace: and 
she that tarried at home divided the spoil. Psa. 68: 12. Then 
is the prey of a great spoil divided; the lame take the prey. Isa. 
33: 23. 

According to the word of the Lord.—tThen Elisha 
said, Hear ye the word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord: To- 
morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a 
shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of 
Samaria. 2 Kings 7: 1. God is not a man, that he should lie; 
neither the son of man that he should repent: hath he said, and 
shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it 
good? Numb. 23: 19. Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away. Matt. 24: 35. 


v.17. The lord on whose hand he ‘leaned. Then 
a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, 
and said, Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, 
might this thing be? 2 Kings 7: 2. In this thing the Lord 
pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of 
Ximmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow 
myself in the house of Rimmon; when I bow myself down in the 
house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing. 
2 Kings 5: 18. 

The people trode upon him. 
down. 






































And he said, Throw her 
So they threw her down: and some of her blood was 
sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under 
foot. 2 Kings 9: 33. In this mountain shall the hand of the 
Lord rest, and Moab shall be trodden down under him, even as 
straw is trodden down for thedunghill. Isa. 25: 10-——Now shall 
she be trodden down as the mire of the streets. Micah 7: 10. 
Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God? Heb. 10: 29. 


Vv. 20. And so it fell out unto him. Because ye 
believe me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, 
therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which 
I have given them. Numb. 20: 12. If ye will not believe, 
surely ye shall not be established. Isa. 7: 9. Cursed be the 
man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose 
heart departeth from the Lord. For he shall be like the heath in 
the desert, and shall not see when good cometh. Jer. 17: 5, 6. 
For some, when they had heard, did provoke: howbeit not all that 
came out of Egypt by Moses. But with whom was he grieved 
forty years? was it not with them that had sinned, whose carcasses 
fell in the wilderness? and to whom sware he that they should not 
enter into his rest, but to them that believed not? 
could not enter in because of unbelief. 























So we see they 
Heb. 3: 16-19. 





INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT. 


The truce between Syria and Israel, announced in the clos- 
ing verse of the last lesson, was not of long duration. The 
siege of Samaria, under Ben-hadad of Syria, probably began 
the following year, Jehoram still being king of Israel. 

The narrative of the siege is given with considerable detail, 
beginning with chap. 6: 24, and extending through the lesson 
now in hand. 

Samaria was the capital city of Israel. It was built by 
Omri, B. C. 925, and was situated upon a mountain, thirty 
miles north of Jerusalem, The Syrians fled eastward toward 
the Jordan, taking the way that Naaman the Syrian had 
traveled when on his memorable visit to Elisha. 





‘CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY PROFESSOR TAYLER LEWIS, LL.D., 1.H.D. 


Through the loving and wise providence of God, connected 
with the means of human advancement which have flowed 
from it, famine is much less known upon the earth than in 
former times. We, however, read accounts of it in distant 
countries, sometimes in those comparatively near, and where 














it is presented to us in all its horrors. It still exists in cases 
of military investment, as it did in Samaria of old, and here, 
perhaps, it takes its most horrible form. A large population, 
shut up in a crowded city, death without in the form of the 
enemy, and thousands dying within for the want of that food 
which we esteem so common a blessing that we hardly recog- 
nize the Giver. Such was the condition of Samaria. King 
and subjects are all on a level. Submission to an embittered 
enemy, or death, is the only prospect before them. The men 
have already died by thousands, and the animals have been 
reduced in a still greater proportion. In this state of things, 
there comes by night the news—they know not whether to 
call it joyful or alarming—of the sudden departure of the 
enemy; whereupon a council of the king and his nobles is 
immediately held. This opens to us the lesson, although the 
most painful scenes of the famine had been given in previous 
portions of the narrative. 


And the king arose in the night (v.12). He probably had 
been waking and watching, like Shakespeare’s king, Henry 
IV., though in this case it had the more horrible aggravation, 
that the monarch on his throne, and all his most “lowly” 
subjects, “in their smoky cribs,” were in the same anxious, 
wakeful condition. The news, instead of alleviating, is, to the 
king, of the most alarming kind. He does not receive it joy- 
fully. Perhaps he acted on the idea that, literally taken, it 
was too good to be true; or it may have been that long suffer- 
ings had made him distrustful and hopeless, rather than con- 
fiding. At all events, the opinion he utters shows, under the 
circumstances, a good degree of wisdom and sagacity. The 
probability of its being a hostile artifice had strong evidence, 
and had much to support it. 


Behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel that are left in 
it; behold, I say, they are even as all the multitude of the Israel- 
ites that are consumed (vy. 13). The sense is not perfectly 
clear, but it seems to state a proportion between the remnants 
of the animals left in the city and of the human life that yet 
remained. Five horses are now all that they can send, as 


compared with the number the city had in its prosperity and 
strength. 


All the way was full of garments and vessels, which the 
Syrians had cast away in their haste (v. 15). In ‘verses six 
and seven preceding, we are told what had occasioned this: 
“For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a 
noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a 
great host. . . . Wherefore they arose, and fled in the night, 
and left their tents, and their horses, even the camp as it was, 
and fled for their life.” It will not do to attempt to divest 
this of its supernatural features, as some have done. 

It was truly a panic, such as has often occurred in great 
armies, under peculiar circumstances. They are more fre- 
quently mentioned by ancient writers than by modern, being 
undoubtedly of more frequent occurrence in earlier times, in 
consequence of the greater prevalence of superstition and a 
false demonology. A fair derivation of the name is found 
from the idea of universality, in the old Greek word pan (mean- 
ing all). It is an unaccountable fright, which suddenly takes 
possession of vast bodies of men. “In the multitude of coun- 
sellors there is safety,” but when passion predominates, the 
greater the host, the more unreasonable and purely animal is 
the conduct. 

The Greeks, however, used the name as though derived 
from a different source. It was, as we have observed, more 
common in ancient armies, for the reasons given. They 
called it Panos orge, the wrath or terror of Pan. This well- 
known Grecian deity had a hideous form, with goat’s limbs 
and feet, and a horrible countenance—the whole image coming 
very near to the vulgar notion now entertained of the sup- 
posed form of the devil. He resided in the woods, and often 
frightened the shepherds by his outcries. It was to this god 
they ascribed these sudden terrors, whether regarded as assail- 
ing a great host or an individual. We have an instance of 
the latter in the account of the Princess of Corinth, poisoned 
by Medea, as related by Euripides. 

The name was still more emphatic and striking as applied to 
armies. It always denoted some supernatural or demoniac 
influence producing a sudden terror, coming men knew not 
whence, and utterly unaccountable in respect to its cause, 
except as explained in this mythological way. We have an 
account of a large Persian host being frightened and put to 
flight by the ‘terror of Pan” screaming at them from the 
woods. A Greek writer, Polyaenus, makes allusion to these 
panics in a work concerning military affairs. He accounts 
for them in different ways, (being a skeptical writer, who 
lived in later times,) and gives in his work methods of imi- 
tating them, by which, though artificial, the opposing host 
might be thrown into a panic. 

In modern times the name has been given to the sudden 
rout of an army in the midst of a severe conflict; but this is 
quite different from the kind of panic alluded to by the ancient 
writers, as well as from that mentioned in the Scriptures. 
The rationalists have endeavored to account for it by natural 
causes, such as unusual sounds, heard on the mountains, or in 
the depths of the valleys, produced by winds or approaching 
tempests; but this comes very much to the same thing. The 
great wonder or miracle is in the spiritual effect produced; 
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“The Lord made the Syrians to hear strange sounds in the 
air, and in the spaces around them.” Their imaginations 
easily, and most naturally, turned this into the noise of chariots 
and horsemen, or, in a word, into a vast invading host, 
increasing the panic, and, in imagination, reciprocally increased 
by it. We might regard it as an event produced solely by 
physical causes, were it not for what is expressly told us in 
verse 6. It was the supernatural using the natural as its 
means. The strangeness, as we have said before, is in the 
terrible nature of its results. 

We may, in truth, reason the other way, and regard as 
supernatural events of a similar kind many facts which have 
not been so characterized in history. The scriptural event 
furnishes one of the cases in which, as we have said before 
the corner of the curtain is lifted, and we are let into the secret 
of its ultimate causation. But in how many others this may 
have been the case we do not know, as we have no right to 
deny that Deity is often present, baffling the councils of men 
in a way for which no human philosophy of history can 
account, and often verifying the maxim, ‘Whom God wishes 
to destroy, he first makes mad.” It was so at the tower of 
Babel. There, the madness in their thoughts soon produced 
madness in their speech. It has been so in many a notable 
council, both civil and military, in the history of the world. 


In their haste. The word haste is too weak. The original 
term describes exactly what we have endeavored to set forth 
as the meaning of the word panic. We have it in all its force 
in Psalm 104: 7, where, speaking of the primeval waters, the 
writer says, “At thy rebuke they fled, at the voice of thy 
thunder they hasted away,” or, more properly, started with 
fright. It is a grand picture of the panic which seized the 
chaotic nature when the waters were commanded “to gather 
themselves into one place, that the dry land might appear.” 


A measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two meas- 
ures of barley for a shekel (v.16). These words for weight 
have been before referred to. All estimations of them, how- 
ever, are attended with great uncertainty. We can only here 
trust ourselves to a general proportion. The quantity of spoil 
brought into the city must have made provisions abundant, 
and brought them to the ordinary prices of that day, so that 
wheat and barley sold nearly as before. Comparing them 
with what they would sell for now, we get at the best estimate 
we can form, both of the bushel and the pound, as shekel 
really means. The three principal terms for money in the 
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin tongues are all words of weight. 
Shekel is from a verb meaning to weigh; the same may be said 
of the Latin pondo (pound), as well as of the Greek talanton. 
Hence they become names for the largest quantities of silver 
and gold that can be conveniently used in commerce, but they 
never keep this value in consequence of the continual sinking 
of prices. 


Verse 17. The Hebrew word rendered the lord in this verse 
simply means the third, denoting originally the third place in 
the government, but afterwards applied to any great office of 
trust, as is expressed here by the words following: ‘on whose 
hand he leaned.” The retributive part that follows is left to 
the homiletical expositor, with the single remark, that the 
greatest sin of man in the eyes of God is want of faith, and 
that this is as strongly set forth in the Old Testament as in 
the’ New. The common impression is the other way, namely, 
that works are the great idea in the old Scriptures, faith in the 
new. Throughout the Bible, however, the language sounds 
clear and unmistakable: ‘‘ Without faith it is impossible to 
please Him ;” without it there are no human works that have 
any value in hissight. ‘‘ He that cometh unto him must believe 
that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek him;” 
—he must believe that when the necessities of his kingdom on 
earth or the wants and salvation of his people demand it, no 
laws of nature can stand in the way of his giving relief. 





PRACTICAL LESSONS. 


BY THE REV. NEWMAN HALL, LL.B. 





PRELIMINARY LESSONS. 


1. The horrors of war. A most graphic and terrible picture | 
is presented in few words. (See entire narrative from chap. 
6: 24 to the lesson.) In the absence of religious faith, great 
calamities often make the generous selfish, the tender pitiless. | 
Even mothers have devoured their own children under the | 
maddening influence of pain, and the passionate clinging to | 
life. The horrors of the battle-field are limited to combatants. | 
but when a city is besieged, peaceable inhabitants, women 
and children, are involved in the suffering. What a hideous 
history would be that of the sieges of the world! Let the | 
pomp and parade of war never blind us to its awful horrors. 
Wellington said that war was the greatest of crimes when not | 
the sternest of necessities. From the church, from the Sunday- | 
school, let an emphatic testimony ever go forth on behalf of | 
peace. Let war never be sanctioned unless it is quite clear | 
that the evils it is sure to cause are less than those it is desired | 
to cure. 


2. The fulfillment of threatenedjudgment. God, by the mouth | 
of Moses, had warned the Israelites, that, if they hearkened 
not to the voice of the Lord, the enemy would besiege them— 








| reason incredible because impossible. 


‘And thou shalt eat the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters 

. and the tender and delicate woman .. . her eye shall 
be evil toward her children, . . . for she shall eat them for 
want” (Deut. 28: 47-59; Lev. 26: 29). This was now terribly 
fulfilled. Also when the Babylonians destroyed Jerusalem,— 
“The hands of the pitiful women have sodden their own 
children” (Lam. 4: 10). And according to Josephus, when 
the Romans besieged the city. The judgments threatened 
have been fulfilled on the Jews, and will be fulfilled on all sin- 
ners unless they repent. 

3. Outward penance without inward penitence is vain. When 
the woman whose son had been eaten appealed to the king, he 
rent his outer robe in sign of distress, and revealed to the 
view of the bystanders that he wore sackcloth on his flesh 
(chap. 6: 30). This was a sign of humiliation and repentance, 
He had been warned by Elisha that he must tepent if he 
would escape the judgment of God. But he assumed only the 
garb. He seemed to think that a mere ceremony would 
suffice. It was evident that his heart was not humbled, for 
he threatened to take off the prophet’s head that very day. 
Forms of worship and deeds of wickedness may go together. 
The murderer’s heart may beat beneath the hair shirt. The 
confessional may encourage the criminal, seeming sanctity 
may cover real villainy. Let none suppose that sighs and 
professions can avail while the heart is still unchanged. 

4. The wicked are angry with those who reprove sin as if they 
caused the evils it produces. The king was enraged with Elisha 
instead of with himself (chap. 6: 31). It was the wickedness 
of ruler and people which brought all the misery. The king 
should have slain his own lusts instead of threatening to kill 
his faithful reprover. In like manner Ahab had charged 
Elijah instead of himself with troubling Israel. When we 
sin, we are the cause of our own sufferings, and they who 
reprove us are our best friends. Let us not be angry with 
God because he threatens us with the evils which our own sins 
bring upon us. Those threats become blessings when we heed 
them. If we resist God, the curse that overtakes us, though 
threatened by him, is caused by ourselves. 


5. God's servants are tranquil amid the threats of God’s foes. 
While the king was raging and sending his executioner, Elisha 
was quietly sitting in his house, surrounded by friendly elders, 
in godly conversation and prayer (chap. 6: 32). 

6. Reliance on God is consistent with the use of means. 
Elisha was miraculously informed that this messenger was com- 
ing, but he took human precaution, and told his friends to shut 
the door and keep the intending assassin outside (chap. 6: 32). 
We are never to expose our lives to needless peril, nor omit 
any precaution against disease, accident, or malice, because we 
trust in God. Rather should this trust give us presence of 
mind, tact, and promptness in the use of means; as Paul kept 
the seamen on board, for though assured of deliverance he 
said: “Except these abide in the ship ye cannot be saved”’ 
(Acts 27: 31). 

7. The wicked are impatient. The king admitted that this 
evil was from the Lord, but said, ‘‘Why should I wait for the 
Lord any longer?” (chap. 6: 33.) He had not really waited 
at all. But faith says, “I wait for the Lord, my soul doth 
wait, and in his word do I hope” (Psa. 30: 6). That any 
trial or peril is of the Lord is the very reason why his children 
can and do wait longer and longer. ‘“O rest in the Lord, and 
wait patiently for him.” 

8. God's promises often seem impossible. The country around 
had been laid waste. The friendly peasantry had taken flight, 
or, if not, could not break through the beleaguering host. The 
stores within the city were exhausted. Yet within twenty-four 
hours the greatest scarcity was to be followed by the greatest 
abundance. Often God’s promises have seemed to the eye of 
But with God all things 
are possible. ‘All things work together for good” for his 
children (Rom. 8: 28). It may seem impossible that poverty, 
sickness, bereavement, the blighting of every earthly hope, 
should work for good. So it may seem to the mere understand- 
ing; but faith believes in impossibilities at the command of 
God, for the things that are impossible with men are easy to 
him. 

THE FLIGHT OF THE SYRIANS. 


1. It was God's doing. ‘The Lord had made the host,” etc. 
(v. 7). Some try all they can to keep the hand of God off from 
his own worksand empire. They would explain everything by 
natural laws, accident, chance, coincidence, etc. They. would 
take away from the Bible all its miracles. Asif he who made 
the universe cannot alter it, and he who rules it as supreme 


| may not influence any portion of it or any particular event. 


What head of a nation or a household would be dignified by 
such curtailment? God is in every leaf,in every breath. He 
can, whenever he pleases, specially interpose to promote the 
good of his creatures. If the king did not pray, Elisha did, 
and many with him “who had not bowed the knee,to Baal.” 
We can never be in circumstances beyond the control of our 
Father in heaven. 


2. God has various methods of helping his people. For Elijah 
he employed ravens, the widow, the angel. For Elisha he 
clouded the eyesight of his enemies at Dothan, and perplexed 
their hearing at Samaria. He that planted the eye, shall he 





not see? He that made the ear, shall he not hear? He also 
troubled their minds and destroyed their courage. A little 
reflection or a few scouts would have dispelled the illusion of 
the approach from different directions of vast hosts which the- 
king of Israel could not have summoned, and which could not 
have approached so near without some rumor of their advance. 
They became the victims of a sudden panic, so that they left 
their stores unburned, for the service of their foes, and even the 
horses that would have aided them in their flight (v. 7). So 
God can bring to naught all the power and wisdom of the foes 
of his church and people. 


3. Illustration of the terror which will come on all the enemies 
of God, Often in this world “the wicked flee when no man 
pursueth.” A bad conscience suddenly aroused will fly at the 
sound of a falling leaf. We are never safe from mental panic 
unless we are at peace with God. Sooner or later the panic 
will come. In the prospect of eternity the riches of this world 
are of no account. How gladly would sinners, convinced per- 
haps too late, leave their earthly all for their eternal life 
How suddenly the enemies of God’s people have given up their 
evil purposes when they have heard the approach of death 
and the angels of judgment! Let sinners, before it is too late, 
quit their camp of hostility to God, throw away their weapons, 
and flee for their life to him who saves all who are willing to 
come over to his standard of righteousness and love. The 
Syrians left all their wealth and “fled for their life” (v. 7). 
Should we not be ready to give up all sinful pleasures, all that 
hinders the soul in seeking salvation? ‘What shall it profit a 
man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?” 


THE LEPERS, 


1. God can employ the weakest instruments to bring about 
the greatest results. Four lepers saved Samaria (vy. 3-11). 
They were not allowed to enter the city. They lived a 
wretched life apart, at the city gate, shunned by every one, 
unable or not allowed to work at the fortifications or fight in 
the ranks. They might regard themselves as useless cum- 
berers of the ground. God often puts down the mighty and 
exalts the humble and meek. Let no one regard himself as 
useless. We are all God’sservants. All our talents are given, 
all our stations allotted by him, and many that are first shall 
be last, and the last first. The little captive maid caused the 
cure of Naaman. It might seem incredible that a few fisher- 
men of Galilee, after the disappearance of their Master, could 
revolutionize the philosophy, the religion, the morals, of the 
world. But God hath chosen the weak things of the world to 
confound the mighty, and things that are not to bring to 
nought things that are (1 Cor. 1: 27-29). Many in the 
humblest rank, many a sick person or littie child, many a 
“leper,” has by simplest means been instrumental in the 
conversion of souls, and so done more than save Samaria from 
famine. 


2. Only Christians can truly say, ‘If they kill us, we shall but 
die” (v. 4). Death to the wicked is much more than ceasing to 
live. “After this, the judgment.” But they who trust in 
Christ and serve him, may go forward to meet danger where- 
ever duty calls, feeling confident that no harm can reach 
them. What is death to those whose life is hid with Christ in 
God? We shall but die, and while to live is Christ, to die is 
gain. 

3. The sin of hiding what we find. It was natural for the 
lepers to try and secure as much as possible for themselves ; 
but it was wrong. Some people, adults as well as children, 
think that whatever they find belongs to the finder. No,—it 
belongs to the loser, to whom, most likely, it is of far more 
value than to any one else. Not till we have done our best 
to discover the owner have we aright to retain it. If what 
we find is public property, we do wrong in keeping our dis- 
covery secret. We can only claim our private share as one of 
the people, and some recompense for our pains. Useful inven- 
tions and discoveries should not be hidden for mere private 
gain. Especially we should not hide the pearl of great price, 
if we have found it. We are bound to tell others of the treas- 
ures of salvation. If we know about the Bread of Life, we 
should not keep it secret, but blaze abroad the matter, that 
others also may partake of it. 


4. Partners in evil-doing should warn each other. One of 
these lepers must have spoken first. He felt they were acting 
selfishly, but he did not know what his companions felt. In- 
stead of going on with them in evil, silencing his scruples, he 
spoke out in faithful admonition, and was responded to at 
once. ‘They said one to another, We do not well” (v. 9). 
Companions often hold their peace, fearing a word of remon- 
strance would expose them to ridicule. Let none fear to utter 
what is good. Many a crime would be prevented if the con- 
science of one of the perpetrators found utterance. It would 
often find a response in the rest. Let none finish a bad deed 
because it has been begun. * Better be ridiculed as cowardly 
and fickle than go on in sin. 

5. Great souls may beat in mean bodies. It was a noble 
act of these lepers. They were outcasts, treated with scorn, 
Shrunk from with aversion, they might be tempted to say, 
‘No one cares for us, we care for no one; they avoid us, we 
will avoid them.” But when they had the opportunity of 


enriching themselves, they nobly came back without delay, 
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while it was yet night, to tell the good news to the city they 
might not enter. As the mind is the measure of the-man, not 
the body or its surroundings, the poorest, the most infirm, the 
cripple, the loathsome leper, may rank among the noblest of 
the true aristocracy—that of virtue and goodness. 


GOD'S WORD FULFILLED. 


1. The promise. ‘It came to pass as the man of God had 
spoken” (v.18). At the gate where markets were held in 
times of peace, there was abundance of food for the lowest price, 
though, a few hours before, mothers were devouring their babes. 
God quickly accomplished hisown word. He always does: His 
children should trust him without doubt. However extreme 
the distress, deliverance may be at hand. When Samaria was 
at its worst of famine it was nearest its best of plenty. Night’s 
darkest hour precedes the dawn. Help often comes when we 
have ceased to expect it, so that it may be felt to be from God. 
He is displeased if we do not trust him. He thus preserved 
from famine acity where princes and people, with a few excep- 
tions, disobeyed him, how much more will he succor his faith- 
ful servants! ‘‘ Will not God avenge his own elect? He will 
avenge them speedily, though he bear long with them.” He 
has confirmed his promise by an oath, by two immutable things 
in which it is impossible for God to lie, so that we may have 
strong consolation who have fled for refuge to Christ. 


2. The threatening. In the midst of mercy to the multitude, 
there is an example of judgment on an individual. His sin 
was aggravated. He had been in the company of Elisha. He 
was in high place, but a low blasphemer. The king’s most 
favored courtier was an outcast from the court of heaven; a 
great lord, but a great sinner. The king leaned on his hand, 
but he refused to lean on the divine word. A man of culture, 
no doubt, but a fool. A flatterer of man, but a scoffer of God. 
A philosopher pretending to know what was impossible for 
the Omnipotent. ‘ Windows must first be opened in the sky.” 
Without any great miracle this great lord would meet an 
ignominious end. He was to be crushed by the crowd rush- 
ing to obtain the blessing which he had scorned. Wilful un- 
belief isa great sin. The Israelites, after all they had seen of 
the power of God, said: “Can God furnish a table in the 
wilderness? Therefore the Lord heard this, and was wroth 
because they trusted not in his salvation” (Psa. 78: 19). The 
threatening and its fulfillment would be a useful and merciful 
lesson to his companions at court. The tlreatenings of God 
are as certain as his promises, for they are equally based on 
the perfect righteousness and love of God. Both are immut- 
able as himself. “As the man of God had spoken” of the 
incredulous and scoffing nobleman, “so it fell out unto him” 
(v. 20). It seemed most unlikely that the poorest of the people 
should be exalted while this great lord should be brought low. 
No doubt he scoffed as much at the threat as he had done at the 
promise. There are many who scorn the warnings of God. 
They laugh at the promises, but are ready to share in their 
fulfillment should they come true, while they altogether dis- 
believe the jndgments of the Lord. Severity is as certainly a 
feature of the divine character as gentleness. He who loveth 
the righteous hateth all workers of iniquity. There is the 
left-hand side of the Judge as well as the right; a hell as cer- 
tainly asa heaven. Unless sinners repent, though they may 
neglect the warning of God, it will some day be verified,—‘‘ So 
it fell out.” 

3. Unbelievers will witness, but not share in, the deliverance 
of the righteous. The rich man saw Lazarus in Abraham's 
bosom. Those thrust into outer darkness saw the lights of the 
banquet and heard the songs, but were repulsed from the door. 
“Ye shall see Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, and all the 
prophets in the kingdom of God, and you yourselves be thrust 
out” (Luke 13: 28). 

4. The mercy of God in his judgments. Sin brings its own 
inevitable curse. To save us from it, God warns us in his 
word ; and these harsh tones are kind as the shrill cry of the 
mother-bird to warn her brood from the threatening hawk. 
Solemn judgments, which occasionally overtake sin in this 
world, are as beacons to guard us from the more terrible 
judgments to come. God, by various methods, strove to 
influence the Israelites for their good. The drought and the 
rain; the fire on Carmel and the destruction of the priests ; 
the healing of the waters of Jericho, and the judgment on the 
scoffers ; the threatening hosts of Syria and their flight; the 
famine and now plenty,—all these acts, with the faithful 
ministry of the prophets, were intended to lead the people 
back to himself. So God by his servants, by the means of 
grace, by providence, by his spirit, strives with sinners for 
their good. ; 

5. Salvation. Some of the rich and noble may scorn it, 
while the poor and despised embrace it. The lepers were the 
first to find and partake of the abundant store. ‘To the poor 
the gospel is preached.” Publicans and harlots often enter 
the kingdom before the Pharisees, proud of their reputation 
and self righteousness. The poorest and most despised who 
have found Christ are richer and wiser than the wealthiest 
and most learned who know him not. Lepers may make 
known salvation to princes. Let us not refuse the good news 
because of the humble condition or imperfect culture of those 
who bring it. The princes and people of Samaria would not 


be angry because lepers woke them from sleep in order to 





share the Syrian spoils. Let us arise at the gospel call and 
go forth to the feast. At last, through the gate of death, may 
we go forth from the privations, sins, and sorrows of this life 
to the freedom, plenty, and glory of heaven. 


GOLDEN TEXT. 


“The things which are impossible with men are possible 
with God.” It seemed impossible for the Israelites to escape, 
with Pharaoh in the rear and the Red Sea in front; or for 
them to be fed in the desert; or for Daniel to be safe in the 
den of lions. Paul appealed to Agrippa, ‘‘ Why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you that God should raise the 
dead?” Nothing can be difficult to the Almighty. Rightly 
understood, believers share in the strength of him whom they 
trust. Things impossible for man alone, are possible for him 
when relying on God. Ye shall remove mountains. Nothing 
shall be impossible to you (Matt. 17: 20). “I can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Christ spoke 
of the difficulty of the rich in entering the kingdom. But he 
replied to the question Who then [of the rich] can be saved? 
‘With men this is impossible, but with God all things are 
possible” (Matt. 19: 23-26). So we read (Heb. 6: 1-6), “It 
is impossible for those who were once enlightened,” etc. Yes, 
humanly speaking, according to our judgment of probabilities, 
“but with God all things are possible.” Let none despair 
either for the body or soul, for this world or the next. 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


The king arose in the night (v.12). There are some things 
which must be attended to now, whether it is day or night. 
It is not always safe to put off doing until the next morning. 
If the house ison fire; if a sick child needs attention; if there 
is acall at the door; if an early train is to be taken; if an 
extra day’s work must be prepared for,—we must arise while 
it is yet night. He who is not willing to give up sleep at the 
call of duty, or for the possibility of great gain, is not worth 
much when daylight comes, and he is doing his utmost. ‘“ He 
that sleepeth in harvest is ason that causeth shame.” Yet 
there are men who are notified of glorious possibilities to their 
souls who will not arise from their sleep of sloth to secure the 
proffered good. They want to wait for a morning which is 
never to come. And there are church-members who had 
rather sleep on Sunday afternoons than go out to Sunday- 
school to tell starving souls of the liberty and fullness in 
Christ. ‘Yet a little sleep,” they say, “a little slumber, a 
little folding of the hands to sleep.” So the opportunities of 
getting and of doing good pass by unimproved, while those 
who should watch are sleeping. ‘ Therefore let us not sleep 
as do others; but let us watch and be sober.” 


They know that we be hungry (v.13). The enemy who 
knows our weakness has an advantage of us. More than one 
kidnapper has coaxed away a child from his home by an offer 
of candy. The grog-shops supply salt-fish or. pretzels to pro- 
voke thirst, that those who are thirsty may buy drink. Men 
who love money are promised money if they will do wrong. 
If it is political preferment which they want, office is held out 
to them. The devil knows our weak side, and heassails that. 
If it is appetite, or lust, or avarice, or ambition, or love of 
ease or pleasure or learning, he tempts us there. It is well for 
us if we ourselves understand where our chief danger lies, 
and are on our guard against it. ‘Be sober, be vigilant; 
because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour: whom resist steadfast 
in the faith.” 


The king sent . . . saying, Go and see (v.14). That was 
right. The possibility of plenty for the famishing, of liberty 
for the imprisoned, of victory for the despairing, was worth 
looking into. The least that the doubters could do was to go 
and see how much of truth there was in the glad rumor. You 
who doubt if God will answer prayer, who cannot believe 
that there is any force in the gospel message at the lips of a 
popular evangelist, who think that there must be a mistake 
in the statement of a companion that social Bible study is 
attractive and profitable beyond measure,—‘‘Go and see.” 
“Seeing is believing.” ‘The proof of the pudding is in the 
eating.” Not only those who are out of the church, but 
multitudes who are in it, are to-day on the verge of spiritual 
starvation when boundless plenty is at their disposal, simply 
because they refuse to go and see how good God is to those 
who wholly trust him. ‘Prove me now herewith, saith the 
Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 
and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room 
enough to receive it.” 


“ The way was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians 
had cast away in their haste (v.15). A man who is running 
for his life doesn’t care to be cumbered with baggage. If the 
hotel is on fire, and he is in an upper room, his first thought 
is not how he shall save his trunk. A belt of gold is quickly 
thrown off if he is on a sinking vessel and must swim for the 
shore. There is no time when worldly treasures seem of less 
account than when danger of bodily death stares a man in 
the face. Yet how many persons there are who want to carry 
all their earthly possessions to heaven with them, or to stand 





by those possessions at the risk of their eternal safety. They 
think that they cannot give up this line of business, or this 
mode of living, or these pleasures, or these friendships. They 
must retain this much at any cost. When the young man 
who came to Jesus found that he must throw away his riches 
if he would take the way to heaven, “he went away sorrow- 
ful: for he had great possessions.” 


If the Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a 
thing be? (v. 19.) That scoffing courtier in Samaria was one 
of the rationalists of his day. ‘ Reason” showed him that 
the prophecy of Elisha couldn’t be fulfilled. Not even—as he 
looked at it—could God bring about such a wonder as was 
foretold. But the rationalist didn’t know so much as he 
thought he did, albeit he knew as much as any of his succes- 
sors in our day. “If the Lord should make windows in 
heaven”—there would be such an outpouring of blessings as 
we never dreamed of. But with the present number and 
arrangement of heavenly windows God can supply all the 
blessings which we need, and all that are necessary to the 
keeping of his word to the uttermost. Just how the Lord can 
make good his promises to us is none of our business. It is 
for us to hear his word, and to rest on it. God has already 
windows enough to see through and to send his gifts through. 
If he has promised a thing, he will find a way of doing as he 
has promised. 


So it fell out unto him: . . . and he died (y. 20). He was 
punished for his unbelief; for his criminal want of faith. It 
is a sin; it is a crime to doubt God’s word. What sin against 
a faithful parent could be greater on the part of a disobedient 
boy than disbelief of his mother’s word and of his mother’s 
love? If after her doing for him and bearing with him, day 
and night, for long years, never failing him, ever ready to 
make any sacrifice for him, he should coldly tell her that he 
didn't believe that she loved him, and that he couldn’t trust 
her promise of help to him,—would he not be shown even a 
greater monster of ingratitude than by any fit of passion, or 
meanness, or dishonesty, or untruthfulness, of which he could 
be guilty? So there is no immorality which is more criminal 
or more shameful than is a refusal to believe in God’s love and 
in the truth of God’s word. What God offers to us we ought 
to know is at our disposal. What God promises to us we 
ought to rest on as sure. Not stopping to wonder over the 
strangeness of his love for such sinners as ourselves, not wait- 
ing to find out how he can do as he agrees to, we ought to 
take him at his word, and believe everything that he declares. 
“QO thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?” 





SUGGESTIVE QUESTIONS. 


me. A, T., Fe 


What caused the famine in Samaria? Should Ben-hadad, 
king of Syria, have been living at this time? (1 Kings 20: 
42.) What was the religious condition of Samaria? (1 Kings 
16: 32.) What probably was God’s purpose in afflicting the 
city? Are all afflictions the result of sins or errors? Are 
they manifestations of divine displeasure? How do you 
account for Samaria’s unexpected deliverance? On what con- 
dition does God promise to deliver? (Psa. 50: 15.) What 
attribute of God was revealed in the manner of their deliver- 
ance? What attribute in the fact of their deliverance? Are 
spiritual enemies to be put to flight by human effort or by 
divine interposition? Was: the death of the gate-keeper a 
judgment upon him? What was his sin? Why-do not the 
Jews participate in the spiritual feast provided in Christ Jesus? 
(Rom. 11: 20.) Who shall never partake of it? (John 3: 36.) 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER, 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


To make the lesson for to-day complete for little children, the 
whole story of the siege of Samaria and the four lepers at the 
gate should be told. 

Where did the king of Israel live when Elisha led the 
soldiers of Ben-hadad to him? What did the king of Israel 
do for the soldiers when they found where they were? The 
peace between Israel and Syria did not last long. Perhaps it 
was the very next year that Ben-hadad was again at war 
against Jehoram, king of Israel. Our lesson begins at a time 
when we may look into the city of Samaria, and into king 
Jehoram’s palace. 

IN THE NIGHT. 

“The king arose in the night and said to his servants, I will 
now shew you what the Syrians have done to us. They know 
that we be hungry.” Would you think that those who live 
in a king's palace couldever be hungry? They were then ; for 
there was a famine in the city,—not because it had not rained 
and the fields were barren, but because the Syrians had camps 
and soldiers all around the city, and no one could go out to 
buy anything, and nobody dared to bring food to sell to the 
people. They had eaten all the provisions which had been in 
the city, and now the people were shut in, and the gates kept 
closed and barred, while the Syrians with war-chariots and 
horses were encamped beyond the walls and in all the green 
valleys around the hill on which Samaria was built. 

There was a great stir in the palace that night; the porters 
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—men who kept the gate of the palace—had told the servants, 
and they told the king, that the Syrians had all gone away 
and left their camp. Who told the porters? The watchmen 
who kept the city gates had told them. How did they know? 
When Elisha prayed for his servant’s eyes to be opened at 
Dothan what did he see around the mountain ? 
God did not use angels as messengers; he sent 


This time 


FOUR POOR LEPERS. 


They could not come into the city to stay with their families, 
for they were unclean. They stayed just outside the city gates. 
How hungry and lonely they were! There they sat with 
their empty hands, with their pale scarred faces and poor tat- 
tered clothing. That evening, after the sun went down and 
dark shadows were settling over the city shut up so gloomily, 
they talked together, and said, ‘‘Why need we sit here and 
die? If we go into the city, we shall starve. Let us go into 
the camp of the Syrians; if they kill us, we shall but die.” So 
they went together to the enemy’s camp. There were horses 
tied; but they saw no man. They wenton. The tents were 
empty, food spread ready to eat, but not a soldier in sight. 
The hungry men ate and drank, and then went on from one 
tent to another. They found gold and silver and clothing. 
They helped themselves, and carried their treasure and hid it 
away; then filled their arms again, and went again and hid 
their spoil out of sight. Who was it that got Naaman’s silver 
and garments? What did he do with it? If Gehazi had been 
one of the four lepers who went into the camp, he knew very 
well how to get treasure and hide it away. How came the 
camp to be deserted? Where were the Syrians? 

You learned in the last lesson how God answered Elisha’s 
prayers about the eyes of the servants and the blindness of 
the soldiers. This time God helped Israel in a strange way 
through the ears of the Syrians. He made them seem to hear 
the sound of a great army, the clashing of chariot-wheels in the 
distance, and the tramping of horses; and they said, “ The king 
of Israel has got some other kings to bring their armies and 
help him.” The story went from one to another all through 
the camp. They did not wait for orders to pack up any- 
thing, not even to harness their horses, to take their food, nor 
to touch their treasures. Wild with fright they ran, and in 
the twilight left the camp just as the lepers found it. 

After the lepers had taken all they wanted, they began to 
feel afraid in the still lonely place in the night. They said to 
each other, ‘If we stay till morning light, some harm will 
come tous. This isa day of good tidings, and we hold our 
peace. Let us go and tell the king’s household.” Did the 
king believe the story? Yes; but hesaid, ‘Oh! that is a new 
move of Ben-hadad’s troops. They are all hidden somewhere 
near by. They know we are hungry, and, when we go out 
of the city, they will rush in and kill us.” Then his servants 
said, “Let some of us take a few of the horses and go after 
them and see.” So the king said, “Go and see.” Then they 
took two chariots and horses, and went after them. The road 
was strewn with garments and drinking-vessels which the 
Syrians had thrown away as they ran. So the men came 
back and told the king. ‘he good news spread through the 
city, and once more the people could see it was all ‘according 
to the word of the Lord.” 


THE DAY BEFORE. 

Oh, how hungry the people were! Starving women cried 
to the king. When there was famine in the time of King 
Ahab, who did he say troubled Israel? Who wanted to kill 
Elijah? Just so his son Jehoram blamed Elisha for this 
famine, and threatened to cut off his head. What was that 
promise in one of our golden texts about being redeemed from 
death in famine? See how God kept that promise to Elisha. 
Jehoram sent his messengers to the prophet; he knew they 
were coming, and he said, ‘‘See how this son of a murderer 
hath sent to take away my head.” Elisha said more; he did 
not think only of his own safety: ‘“ Thus saith the Lord, To- 
morrow at this time there will be plenty of flour and barley in 
the gate of Samaria.” Standing there, was a grand lord, whose 
place was by the king whenever he went out; for the king 
held the hand of this lord, and leaned on his arm. He would 
not believe the prophet but, answered, ‘‘ Behold, if the Lord 
would make windows in heaven, might thisbe?” ‘‘ Yes,” said 
Elisha, ‘‘ thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat 
thereof.” 

THE DAY AFTER. 

The famine was over; the hungry were fed; there was 
laughter instead of groans ; crowds and crowds of people were 
rushing through the gates, out toward the camp grounds, 
thronging the busy market-place in the gateways, eager to 
buy food. Such crowds must have some one to keep order, 
some one who was honored, whom all would obey. The king 
appointed his chief minister, 


THE UNBELIEVING LORD. 


What did Elisha say about plenty? What did the lord 
say who did not believe? He took his place in the gateway. 
He saw the crowds, and heard the noise, and tried to hush 
the tumult; but he could not, they crowded more and more. 
He was thrown down, trampled upon in the dust, choked and 
mangled—he who proudly held the king’s hand, while the 
king leaned on his arm, was trodden under the feet of the 
common people until he died. 


Is there anything in all this for little children to remember 
besides the story. Can we learn anything about God in it? 
How came the Syrians to run away? How came they to 
think they heard the noise of an army? God could make 
them think so, even if all was still around them; or, he could 
make the sound of the wind, coming over the plains and 
between the hills, seem to them like the coming of a host. It 
was his power. What shows God’s mercy in the story? Who 
wanted to kill Elisha? Why didn’t he do it the day before, 
as he threatened? Do you think that he believed what the 
prophet promised of plenty? We do not know; but God 
saved Elisha from his wrath that day. The Bible says, ‘ The 
king's heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water ; 
he turneth it whithersoever he will.” We see God’s power 
and mercy together; famine one day, plenty the next; the 
day before, it seemed as if death waited for every one in the 
starving city, and only God's way of working frightened the 
enemy, opened the gates, and gave them all the enemy’s 
stores. 

Call for and apply the golden text. What do we learn 
about God's word? Did one word ever fail? Did one 
promise ever prove false? It was God’s word spoken by Eli- 
sha when he told of the plenty coming the next day. Was 
not every word fulfilled? Was Elisha afraid for himself? 
Let us learn to trust in God.. Even if the way for us to go 
seems like those closed gates of Samaria shut in with sorrow 
and want, he knows how to open the way and give peace 
and plenty. Are his promises of punishment just as sure as 
those of mercy? Who was punished for unbelief? Are there 
those now who do not believe God’s promises of mercy? In 
whose name are we to believe and have everlasting life? 

Can you learn anything from the poor lepers? They said, 
“This is a day of good tidings;” and they gladly went to tell 
the king’s household. Is there any message of good tidings 
which you can tell to hungry souls? Who said, “I am the 
bread of life?” Are you eager to tell of his words and his 
promise—" He that cometh to me shall never hunger?” Do 
you suppose any died of starvation in Samaria after the days 
of plenty? Could there have been any who said, “I don’t 
believe there is enough for all—I don’t understand how it 
came—I am too nearly starved to eat again?” Or were 
there those who faintly turned away and silently refused to 
taste? Were they wise? Ifthe lord who would not believe 
the promise deserved death, what must those souls expect who 
will not take the Bread of Life already provided and freely 
offered ! 


BLACKBOARD. 


BY HENRY PLANT. 





The siege of Samaria—famine in the city. The king sends 
to take the life of Elisha, who meets him at the door and in 
the name of the Lord promises plenty. The words of the 
unbelieving lord. Elisha’s answer, Thou shalt see it with 
thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof. 

Part 1. 











FAMINE. 
. 
eo 
= Thou shalt see it, 
PROMISE OF PLENTY. 3 
2 But shalt not eat— 
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Evening.—Four lepers by the gate. Their four ‘‘if's” 
(ver. 4). Glad tidings in the city! Panic of the Syrians. 
Rush of the famishing for the spoil—the unbelieving lord 
sees the feasting, but has no part in it. 























SPIRITUAL FAMINE. 
| ss 
PROMISE oF— Mal. 3: 10. | 5 Shall see it. Luke3: 6. 
| 22 
Tip1nGs or— John 7:37. | 5 Buthavenopart. Rev. 21:8. 
i 
ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Panic in AN Anmy.—NSaladin’s army, when defeated near 
Gaza by Baldwin IV., in the time of the Crusades, fled in com- 
plete consternation. They cast away their arms, armor, 
clothing, and food ; they abandoned their baggage, their dead, 
and their wounded, and fled from their pursuers almost in a 
state of nudity. 


Tue Suspecrep PLot.—The king suspected a plot (v. 12). 
In the history of Ali Bey (as quoted in the Treasury Bible) 
is an account of a similar scheme. ‘ The pasha of Damascus, 
having approached the Sea of Tiberius, found Sheik Daher 
encamped there; but the sheik, deferring the engagement till 
the next morning, during the night divided hig army into 
three parts, and left the camp with great fires blazing, all 
sorts of provisions, and a large quantity of spirituous liquors. 
In the middle of the night, the pasha, thinking to surprise 
the sheik, marched in silence to the camp, which, to his aston- 
ishment, he found entirely abandoned; and imagining the 
sheik had fled with so much precipitation that he could not 
carry off his baggage and stores, he stopped in the camp to 








refresh his soldiers. They soon fell to plunder, and drank so 
freely of the spirits, that, overcome by its fumes, they sunk 
into a deep lethargy. At that time, two sheiks came silently 
to the camp, and, being rejoined by Daher, rushed upon the 
sleeping foe, eight thousand of whom were slain, the pasha 
and a few soldiers barely escaping with their lives.” 


Ser, But not Eat.—The story of this Samaritan lord 
reminds us of the fable of Tantalus. He was condemned for 
sin, and in the lower world was afflicted with an insatiable 
thirst, and was obliged to stand in water up to his chin, the 
water always receding when he attempted to drink. Fruit 
was suspended over his head also, which evaded every effort 
of his hand to grasp it. Our English word tantalize perpetu- 
ates the thought which lies in his punishment. 

PERISHING AMID PLENTY.—This lesson suggests the folly of 
the sinner who perishes within sight and reach of the gospel 
feast. A ship, after long buffetings with the storm, driven 
hither and thither, and making no port, was without water, 
and its crew, fainting with thirst, hailed a passing vessel with 
the cry, ‘ Water, water!” The answer came back, “ Let down 
your buckets; you are surrounded with fresh water.” They 
were off the coast of Rio Janeiro, in the outflow of the 
Amazon, which pushes its tide of living waters away out into 
the Atlantic a hundred miles. 


ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 

2 meh, 7:12. They know that we be hungry. In a siege 
by Ben-hadad there arose so dreadful a famine in Samaria 
that a mother accused another before the king of not keep- 
ing her agreement to slay her child for food, as she herself 
had done (chap. 6: 25); “ Until an ass’s head cost eighty 
shekels of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove’s dung 
five shekels of silver.” The ass was an unclean animal, and its 
flesh therefore was not allowed to be eaten; but necessity 
knows no law. The head of the ass is, besides, the worst part 
to eat.— Keil. 


V.13. Let some take .. . five of the horses. The sense is: 
We may well venture these horses, though we have no more, 
because both they and we are ready to perish through hunger ; 
and therefore let us use them whilst we may, for our com- 
mon good, or to make the discovery. . . . And this was indeed 
a memorable passage, and worthy of a double behold, to show 
what mischief the famine had done, both upon men and 
beasts, and to what a low ebb the king of Israel was come, 
that all his troops of horses, to which he had trusted, were 
shrunk to so small a number.— Pool. 


Behold . . . they are evenas all the multitude. It is be- 
lieved by the best Hebrew scholars, that several words have 
here been repeated by careless scribes; many manuscripts are 
without them. Omitting these, we read the sentence thus, 
“Let them take, I pray thee, five of the remaining horses, 
which remain in it [that is, in the city]. Behold, they that 
are consumed are as all the multitude of Israel.” The ser- 
vant rightfully remembers that, out of a multitude of horses, 
almost as numerous as the people, only a few remained. The 
rest had died of famine, or . been used for food — Zodd. 


V. 14. Two chariot horses. Not two horses, but two yoke 
of horses, that is, two pairs of horses yoked to two chariots. 
... The difficulty, which Kimchi and others have started, 
that in verse 13 mention is made of five horses, but, according 
to verse 14, only four are sent, is scarcely worth mentioning, 
as it is obvious that five is stated in verse 13 as a round 
number.— Kel. 


V. 15. They went after them unto the Jordan. The Syrians 
had fled probably by the great road which led from Samaria 
to Damascus, through Geba, En-gannim, Beth-shean, and 
Aphek. . . . It crosses the Jordan at the Jisr Mejamia, about 
thirty-five miles northeast of Samaria.—Speaker’s Comm. 


The way was full of garments. The flight of the Syrians 
... . was produced by a panic, which so completely unmanned 
them, that, says the sacred historian, “ all the way was full of 

arments, which the Syrians had cast away in their haste.”— 
‘axton. 


Had the Syrians been governed by the modern policies of 
war, when they could not take their baggage and their tents 
with them, they would rather have burned them, (as is common 
to do with the forage of a country,) than let them fall into 
their enemy's hands. But God intended that the besieging of 
Samaria, which was intended for its ruin, should turn to its 
advantage, and that Isaac should now be enriched with the 
spoil of the Syrians, as of old with those of the Egyptians.— 

Tenry. 


Oh that in the race of religion we could cast away every 
weight! (Heb. 12: 1.)}— Trapp. 


V.16: And the people went out. We may well imagine with 
what eagerness. The king had given to his adjutant (v. 2) 
command to maintain order, but the people trod him down in 
the gate. He was not “crushed in the crowd,” as Ewald 
states, but trodden under foot (Isa. 41: 25). bis can hardly 
have taken place Pa ae tack nab for why should it have hap- 
pened just to him? Probably the eager and famished here: 
would not listen to his commands, and bore down his attempts 
to control them. The repetition of the prophet’s prediction 
(v. 1, 2) in v. 18, 19, shows what weight the narratiye lays 
— its fulfillment. It is meant to be, as it were, “a finger 
of warning to unbelief,” and designates this fulfillment as the 
object and the main point of the entire narrative —Béhr. 


According to the word of the Lord. God's word fails not; 
not a word of his ever fel ngee the earth in vain; every one 
is fulfilled to the uttermost, both promise and threat.—Starke. 


V.17. And he died. His corpse became a bloody seal 
upon the words of Jehovah, ind of his prophet—/rum- 
macher. 


V. 19. Behold, thou shalt see it. The like miesey 
1 


shall 
befall reprobates at the last day (Luke 13: 28); they s 


all see 


Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the king- 
dom of God, and themselves thrust out.— 7rapp. 
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STATE CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1877. 



































Texas, at Houston April 24-26. 
California, at Oakland ----May 1-3. 
Illinois, at Peoria May 15-17. 
Missouri, at Hannibal_ May 22-24. 
Ohio, at Delaware June 5-7. 
Nebraska, at Omaha. June 7-9. 
New York, at Buffalo June 12-14, 
Pennsylvania, at Harrisburg.-__--~--- June 12-14. 
Iowa, at Ottumwa June 12-14. 
Minnesota, at Mankato June 19-21. 
Kentucky, at Paris ----June 26-28. 
Indiana, at Terre Haute --.- June 26-28. 





Georgia, at Athens 
New Jersey, at Paterson 


aveinita August 24-26. 
November 13-15. 











NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS. 


‘Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Principal 
Cavan, of Knox College. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Normal class every Thursday in the 
Y. M,C. A. Hall, Conducted, Part 1, by the Rev. E. M. Saunders; 
Part 2, by the Rev. Dr. R. F, Burns. 


Boston, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in the Meionaon, every 
Saturday at noon. Also, at Wesleyan Hall, 36 Bromfield Street, at 
3p.M., Saturday. Both led by the Rev. H. M. Parsons. 

Hartford, Conn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 3 
p. m., in Lecture-room of Center Church. 


New Haven, Conn., meeting of the Sunday School Union on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Normal classon all other M nda 
evenings ; all in Center Church Chapel. 

Rochester, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p.m.,in the Y. M.C. A. Hall. 


Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each.month. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 p. m., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. Normal class every 
Thursday at 4.45 p. m., in the chapel of the Fourth Avenue Presbyte- 
rian Church; Conductor, Ralph Wells. 


Brooklyn, N. Y., Sunday School Union, the second Monday evening of 
each month, in Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church. 

Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, No. 1210 Chestnut Street; also, at 
noon every Saturday, in the Tenth Presbyterian Church, corner of 
Twelfth and Walnut Streets. 


Harrisburg, Penn., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., in 
the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. 

Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Williamsport, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, 
8p. m,in the Y, M.C, A. Hall. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m., inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. Conducted by the Rev. 
Francis A. Horton. 

Dayton, 0., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 7.30 
p. M., in the Y. M. C. A, Parlor. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. ™M., inthe Y. M.C, A. Hall. 

Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, in 
5p. M., in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
C. P. Ja obs. 

St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street. Also, Teachers’ Normal 
class and Lesson Study every Thursday in the First Presbyterian 
Church, corner Fourteenth Street and Lucas Place, at 8 p.m. Teach- 
ers’ Association (Union) meets for Institute work the first Tuesday 
evening of each month, in Pilgrim Congregational Church. 


Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. C, A. Hall. 


Chicago, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, in Farwell Hall, every 
Saturday at noon. Also Normal class every Saturday from 11 to 12 a.m.; 
and Eclectic class every Monday from 3to4p.m.; both in the Y. M. 
C. A, Parlor, and both conducted by B. F. Jacobs. 

Burlington, Iowa, Sunday School Normal class (Union), the first and 
third Wednesday evenings of each month. 


Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first Wednesday even- 
ing of each month, in the different churches. 


Denver, Col., Sunday School Union meets the second Tuesday evening 
of each month. 





THE BOSTON MEETINGS. 


The “business men’s prayer meeting,” the “market- 
men’s prayer meeting,” “meeting for furniture men,” and 
other designations of the same character, are now quite 
familiar in connection with the work of Messrs. Moody and 
Sankey. The plan of starting meetings at many centers, 
and in various classes of men, has worked well, and larger 
numbers of persons than ever before are now feeling the 





work in Boston. The Rev. Joseph Cook has with great 
heartiness thrown his strength into the movement, and his 
occasional sermons at the Tabernacle have been very 
helpful. 

Incidents of peculiar interest are continually appearing. 
The Boston Journal gives this one, as narrated by Mr. 
Moody : 

At the close of one of the afternoon meetings in the Berkeley 
Street Church a few weeks ago, a little child brought me a note. I 
put it in my pocket, and read it when I got home. It was this: 
“Won't you pray that my mother may come home?” On inquiry 
I found that she was a little waif, her father was dead, and that 
her mother had deserted her and gone out to San Francisco and 
been gone over a year. Well, I must confess it kind of staggered 
me that they should pray that that mother might come back. But 
this note has just been handed to me: “ You will remember the 
little child who asked prayers for her mother to return home, 
having been absent a year. This mother has returned, and was at 
the meeting with her little child on Friday night.” The little child 
now wants us to pray that her dear mother may be converted. 
Now if God has brought her back from San Francisco in answer to 
prayer, let us pray that God may bring her to Calvary, that that 
mother may be saved. Mr. Moody then offered an earnest prayer, 
especially remembering this mother. 


Illustrative of the results of religious effort among busi- 
ness men this incident was related in one of their meetings: 
“A store-keeper, showing a lady a piece of lace, was asked, 
“Ts it English?’”’ He was about to answer in the affirma- 
tive, but checked himself, and then resolving to be honest 
about it replied, ‘Madam, it was English till Moody and 
Sankey came, but now it’s American !’” 


Preaching upon Christ as the Good Shepherd, Mr. Moody 
used this illustration : 

In the 10th chapter of John we are told that he calleth his own 
sheep by their names. A friend of mine was telling me of having 
been in an Eastern country where they keep up that custom. He 
saw one day a shepherd with his flock, and said, “I do not under- 
stand how you know all the different sheep, I wish you would call 
a few by their names.”” So the shepherd called one by name, and it 
came up, and then another and another and another. So the 
gentleman said, ‘I don’t understand that; how do you know the 
difference, for they all look alike?” Then the shepherd said, 
“Don’t you see that sheep has lost a little bit of wool, and that one 
is a little squint-eyed, and that one toes in a little, and that one 
has a black spot?’”” And the gentleman found that the shepherd 
knew every one of them by their defects. He did not have a per- 
fect sheep. That is the way the Good Shepherd knows us. 

Speaking of the Christian’s conflicts with Satan, Mr. 
Moody gave a forcible presentation of the case in this way : 

An infidel judge used to take an old colored servant with him 
through his circuit, and one day he said to him, “Sambo, how is it 
that you are all the time talking about your conflicts with the 
devil? I never have any trouble with him.” The poor colored 
man didn’t know his Bible, and he could not answer the judge. 
The judge was very fond of hunting, and carried a gun with him; 
and they saw some wild ducks in a pond one day, and the judge 
killed one and wounded another, and he didn’t go for the dead 
duck at all, but said, “Sambo, jump into the water and get that 
wounded duck before he gets away; hurry, hurry! After you get 
the wounded duck then go and get the dead one.” Sambo had got 
his illustration, and said, “I think I can answer you now and 
explain the difference between you and me. The fact is you are 
dead, the devil don’t trouble himself about you any way; but I am 
wounded and trying to get away, and that is the difference.” 


To those who fear they will not hold out, Mr. Moody, 
while preaching from the Prodigal Son, said: “A good 
many men say, ‘I am afraid I will not hold out.’ Just think 
of the prodigal when he is sitting down to partake of the 
fatted calf, saying, ‘I am afraid that I cannot hold out, 
that I will go back into that far country.’ You cannot 
believe such athing. My friends, I have been a Christian 
twenty-one years, and I have had no more desire to return 
to the world than I have to gnaw on this rail.” 

Interest in the temperance work has not abated, but the 
Friday-noon meetings continue to be of peculiar power. 
At that held April 6, which day closed the tenth week of 
the Tabernacle work, the following list of requests for 
prayer was read: 

By seven wives for intemperate husbands. By one father and 
seven mothers for intemperate sons. By sisters for nine intem- 
perate brothers. By a sister for two intemperate brothers in Scot- 
land. For a man and wife, both intemperate. By an almost 
broken-hearted, father for a poor inebriate son, who will not listen 
to instruction. By a daughter for her intemperate father. By 
friends, for six intemperate friends. For two drunken fathers and 
their poor families. For an intemperate family. For four unhappy 
wives and families of drunkards. For thirty-four drinking men. 
For three drinking women, one in high position, and one the mother 
of Christian children. For four trying to reform. For two intem- 
perate physicians. For two liquor-dealers. By a wife for her in- 
temperate husband, who has deserted his family and is a wanderer. 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—The third National Convention of Baptist Sunday- 
school workers is announced to be held at Tremont Temple, 
Boston, May 17-20. 


—The Sunday-school superintendents and their assist- 


. 





ants in New Orleans have an association for mutual 
pleasure and profit. Their declared purposes are, ‘The 
cultivation of friendly and fraternal relations among 
Sunday-school workers; to discuss methods and means 
which might be most practical and efficient in advancing 
Sunday-school work; and to encourage and promote in 
every feasible way the interest and labor in the Sunday- 
school cause.” Work is prepared by an executive commit- 
tee for each monthly meeting, and after the appointees 
present their views general discussion is in order. Meet- 
ings have been held in the Carondelet Street Methodist 
Church, in the Coliseum Place Baptist Church, and in the 
Rey. Dr. Palmer’s Presbyterian Church. At the next 
meeting the Rev. Mr. Matthews discusses the question, 
“What is the duty of the church and pastor to the Sunday- 
school ?” 


—‘ Bulletin No. 2,” concerning the Thousand Island Park, 
in the St. Lawrence River, has been issued. It gives details 
as to reaching the place and maintaining one’s self when 
there. The meetings to be held at the Park during the com- 
ing season are: (1.) The regular annual camp meeting, 
July 18-29, in charge of the Rev. Dr. E.O. Haven. (2.) 
The International Christian Temperance Camp Meeting, 
August 1-6, in charge of the officers of the Christian Tem- 
perance Association. (3.) An Asthetic and Scientific Con- 
ference, August 10-16; and, (4.) The Sunday-school Parlia- 
ment, August 20-31. The plan for the Parliament work, 
as given in the Bulletin, is substantially this: The Parlia- 
ment will be open five days, on methods of Bible reading 
and Bible study, with “Bible Readings” and Bible ad- 
dresses by successful workers in this line, including the 
Rev. Messrs. George F. Pentecost, H. M. Parsons, W. F. 
Crafts, and others. This five days on the Bible will be fol- 
lowed by five days on methods of Christian work in the 
Sunday-school, thefhome, and the church. One day will be 
chiefly occupied with a “ Parents’ Institute,” the first ever 
held. Another day will be chiefly given to “Temperance,” 
with addresses from the Hon. Neal Dow and others. 
Through the whole ten days a normal class will meet regu- 
larly twice each day, taking two courses of ten lessons each, 
which have the feature of being specifically adapted to use 
side by side with the International Lessons of 1878. The 
normal class is to be taught by A. O. Van Lennep, the 
Rey. J. S. Ostrander, the Rev. Lyman Abbott, James 
Hughes, the Rev. W. F. Crafts, and Mrs. W. F. Crafts. 
There will also be numerous institute lessons filled with 
short, practical speeches. A children’s meeting of one hour 
will be held each afternoon, addressed by well-known 
preachers to children. Popular addresses will be given 
by the Rev. T. DeWitt Talmage, Bishop R. 8S. Féster, and 
others. Full particulars may be learned upon application 
to the Rev. J. F. Dayan, Watertown, N. Y. 


Y. M. GA. 


—New associations are reported in New York at Whites- 
town, Waldon and Deposit. 

—At Columbus, Miss., a Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation was organized last month with a membership of 
eighty. 

—During April and May, the Rev. 8. A. Taggart, State 
Secretary of Pennsylvania, will visit the southern states in 
the interests of the International Committee of the Young 
Men’s Christian Associations. 


—During a recent visit of Dr. Munhall, of Indiana, to 
Leavenworth, Kansas, he formed a Young Men’s Christian 
Association in that city, and succeeded in raising for this 
work $840. They propose employing a general secretary 
at an early day. 

—tThe Philadelphia District of the Young Men’s Christian 
Associations held an interesting convention at Norristown, 
in the latter part of March. Delegations were present from 
Philadelphia, Germantown, Manayunk, Hulmeville, Con- 
shohocken, and other points. Reports of work throughout 
the district were very encouraging. On Sunday evening, 
when the Convention closed, two large union meetings were 
held with much interest. The Norristown Association has 
just taken possession of very attractive rooms, and is well 
at work. 

—The Twenty-Second Annual International Convention 
of the Young Men’s Christian Associations will assemble 
at Library Hall, in the city of Louisville, Ky., at eleven 
o'clock, A. M., Wednesday, June 6, and continue in session 
five days. General secretaries will meet for conference 
upon their duties and the general work of the Association, 
on Saturday, June 2. This meeting will not be public, but 
ministers and prominent laymen will be invited to attend. 
The preparations by the Louisville Association for the 
reception of delegates are well under way, and the accommo- 
dations for their entertainment will be ample. The general 
secretaries’ conference will be composed of about eighty of 
such workers. The Convention will number some five 
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hundred delegates, representing Associations in all parts of | 
the United States and the British Provinces. 
delegates will also be present from Europe. 


—Charles M. Morton, the State Secretary of Illinois, 
assisted by Mr. Robert Weidensaul, of the International 
Committee, will make a tour of the state, holding gospel 
meetings as follows: at Dwight, Tuesday, May 1; Pontiac, 
Wednesday, May 2; Bloomington, Thursday, May 3; 
Springfield, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, May 4-6; 
Havana, Monday and Tuesday, May 7, 8; Chandlerville, 
Wednesday and Thursday, May 9, 10; Virginia, Friday, 
May 11; Jacksonville, Saturday and Sunday, May 12, 13; 
Mount Sterling, Tuesday, May 15; Quincy, Wednesday 
and Thursday, May 16, 17; Carthage, Friday, May 18; 
Canton, Saturday and Sunday, May 19, 20; Pekin, Mon- 
day, May 21; Peoria, Tuesday, May 22; Brimfield, Wednes- 
day, May 23; Farmington, Thursday, May 24; Cambridge, 
Friday, May 25; Peru, Saturday and Sunday, May 26, 27; 
Naperville and DuPage, Tuesday, May 29; Princeton, 
Wednesday, May 30; Urbana, Friday and Saturday, June 
1, 2; Champaign, Sunday, June 3. 


Visiting 


—aAt the united call of fourteen churches and the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of Kansas City, Mo., Dr. L. W. 
Munhall, State Secretary of the Indiana Associations, held 
a series of meetings in that place which proved very suc- 
cessful. A correspondent writes: ‘“ We were in a low state 
in one sense, as regards our Christian work, until the past 
year. While there were some strong churches, and many 
earnest Christians, yet the great mass of people were un- 
christian. This movement succeeded in bringing into the 
fold many of them. The meetings were held in the Opera 
House, and every night it was crowded with an eager 
throng who came to hear. Many were converted, and many 
backsliders were reclaimed. The young men were sought 
after in various ways, and two meetings, held exclusively 
for them, were much blessed. Over one thousand young 
men came to both of them, and over two hundred arose for 
prayers. The churches have all received additions, our 
Association also. A Railroad Branch Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association has been organized with very encouraging 
results, and our own Association has above $5,000 sub- 
scribed for a building fund.” 


GENERAL. 


—tThe receipts of the American Bible Society for the 
year ending March 31, were $543,579.55. The volumes 
issued during the year, not including those issued in foreign 
lands, were 621,726. 

—A plan for the systematic visitation of every family in 
Albany, N. Y., by workers of the various churches, has 
been arranged. The published address on the subject states 
the objects of the visits to be “ personal religious conversa- 
tion, the giving of invitations to attend one or more of the 
meetings now held in the various parts of the city, and to 
induce all who can be reached to share in the advantages 
of the public worship of God on the holy Sabbath.” 


—In a recent letter to the New York Evangelist, the Rev. 
Dr. Philip Schaff gives a very particular account of the 
work of Protestants in Rome. Aside from his detailed 
statements, he says this of the general attitude of Protes- 
tantism there : 

The Protestant population, native and foreign, is stated to amount 
to about four thousand, the whole population to 245,000. All the 
leading evangelical denominations, except the Congregationalists, 
are at work there since 1870,—the Waldenses, the Free Italian 
Church, the Methodists, the Episcopalians, and the Baptists. It is 
an unavoidable evil growing out of the present condition of Prot- 
estantism, that these churches cannot present a united front to 
Roman Catholics, who attach so much importance to outward unity 
as an essential mark of the true church. But the evil will be over- 
ruled for greater activity, and it is corrected to some extent by the 
Evangelical Alliance, which affords a common platform for exhibit- 
ing unity in essentials, and liberty in non-essentials 


PERSONAL. 
—The Rev. Dr. Ormiston, so well known to the readers 


of The Sunday School Times, is to leave New York in May, 
for a tour of four months in Europe. 

—The Hon. W. E. Gladstone recently took part in a 
conference on Preaching at the City Temple, London. He 
thought that preaching “should be the preaching of Christ, 
not alone of his person and work, but of his character, his 
life, his simple and yet unfathomable sayings.” 

—Messrs. Needham and Stebbins are still working in 
Maine. On Sunday, April 1, they began a series of gospel 
meetings at Lewiston. The City Hall is used for evening 
and Sunday services. It is capable of accommodating some 
three thousand, and the congregations crowd it. Daily 
prayer meetings and Bible readings are also maintained. 


—The Rev. Dr. William A. Miihlenberg, of New York 





City, who died last week in the eighty-first year of his age, 


was more widely known than in any other way, as the 
author of the beautiful hymn, “I would not live alway ;” 
yet his faithful service as a Christian minister for nearly 
sixty years, and his founding of the House of Mercy with 
its sisterhood of devoted workers, of St. Luke’s Hospital, 
and of the St. Johnsland community on Long Island, 
entitle his memory to no little honor as a distinguished 
servant of Christ. 

—The Rev. Dr. John Lord is giving a course of lectures, 
on Monday and Thursday afternoons, at Association Hall, 
in this city, on “Great Bible Characters,” including Moses, 
Job, David, Solomon, Queen Esther, and Daniel. These 
lectures are for the benefit of the surgical ward of the Pres- 
byterian Hospital, and the chapel of the Presbyterian Home 
for Widows and Single Women. Dr. Lord has perhaps no 
superior as a biographical lecturer. Bible students will do 


well to avail themselves of this opportunity to hear him upon 
Bible characters. 








THIS AND THAT. 


_—p——_ 


—lIt is good to find a judge who recognizes the fact that a 
solemn oath in the name of God means something in a 
court of justice. Last week, Judge Elcock, of Philadelphia 
who—by the way, is a Roman Catholic—called to account a 
witness who, in the course of his testimony, used irreverent 
and improper language. Addressing the witness in a tone 
of severity, the judge said: 

I purpose making an example of you. You must understand 
that this temple is as sacred as the temple of God, and what even 
you would look upon as improper in church is just as much out of 
place in this court-room. Every word uttered on that stand is 
expressed under the sanctity of an oath, and is thus, as it were, 
addressed directly to and in the presence of God, and in using such 
an expression under such circumstances, you are guilty of contempt 
of court. I will sentence you to undergo an imprisonment of 
twenty-four hours in the County Prison. 

—An “elder brother” correspondent of The Christian at 
Work, commenting on the great temperance revival in Pitts- 
burgh, criticises the prominence given to reformed drunk- 
ards during the meetings led in that city by Francis 
Murphy. “It was no longer a stigma or disgrace,” he 
says, ‘to tell how often one had been in the workhouse, or 
how many terms in the jail and penitentiary.”” And then, 
to show the influence of this welcome to the returning 
prodigals, he adds: “A certain man one evening said to 
another, ‘Sobriety and honor are below par, and he who 
has been a brute and a beast receives the premium.’” 
After all, this is not much of an improvement on the old 
whine: “Lo, these many years do I serve thee, neither 
transgressed I at any time thy commandment; and yet thou 
never gavest me a kid, that I might make merry with my 
friends: but as soon as this thy son was come which hath 
devoured thy living with harlots, thou hast killed for him 
the fatted calf.” 


—Practical hints on Sunday-school architecture are in 
demand in these days of Sunday-school progress. We call 
attention to the latter half of an article on this theme in 
The Advance. Can any one guess who wrote it? 

In the first place, let us have plenty of light in all such buildings; 
light, clear and beautiful, such as God pours out of his sun every 
day—a world full of it, not crowding through small windows, or 
glass stained and cobwebbed ; plenty of light, like that which puts 
blue into the gentian, and gold on the cowslip, and spots the pansy, 
and covers the sea with emerald, and sends up the mists of the valley 
into whirling columns of glory sky-tall, and pulls back the bars of 
heaven at nightfall, until the brightness of that land strikes through 
and through the cloud-racks, dripping down the battlements in 
sapphire and purple and orange, and flaming fire. Give us plenty 
of light, and no darkness; for God is light, and in him there is no 
darkness at all. Let there be deep night in mountain cavern, and 
down in the coal-shafts, and in the hold of ships, but let it fly from 
the school-room as quick as you can batter a hole into the wall, or 
throw back the shutters. God said at the beginning, and it thrilled 
over all the universe: ‘‘ Let there be light, and there was light.” 





BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


LANGE’S COMMENTARY.* 


We gladly welcome another installment of this great and 
invaluable work. That we should have now to notice the 
seventh volume, after recently presenting the thirteenth to our 
readers, is owing to the fact that the German authors vary 
in the promptness with which they prepare thejr respective 
parts. This in general determines the order of the English 
publication. Three more volumes are promised soon, to com- 
plete the fourteen on the Old Testament, the twenty-four on 
the whole Bible. 








* A CoMMENTARY ON THE Hoty Scriprures, Critical, Doctrinal, and 
Homiletical, with Special Reference to Ministers and Students. Vol, 
VII. of the Old Testament, containing Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah. 
and Esther. New York: Scribner, Armstrong, & Co. 








The present volume, like most of its predecessors, gives us 
the fruit of the studies of several eminent scholars, German, 
British, and American. The portion on the Chronicles, 
written by Dr. O. Zockler, who prepared also the commentary 
on Daniel, is translated, enlarged, and edited by James G. 
Murphy, LL.D., of Belfast, Ireland, favorably known in this 
country by his excellent expositions of Genesis, Exodus, Le- 
viticus, and the Psalms. He does not appear to have added 
much to the original, but has translated that in a way which 
almost proves itself faithful by its readableness and intrinsic 
consistency. He has also distinguished his work—very ad- 
vantageously, we think—from the preceding volumes of this 
commentary, on the prose parts of Scripture, by making an 
improved version of the text the basis of his exposition. In 
this he simply conforms to the plan of Lange’s German work, 
which everywhere proceeds upon a revised translation, and 
thus avoids marring his text with additions, omissions, and 
changes, which often offend the eye as much as they confuse 
the mind. It seems a true and reasonable economy to first 
make the text as accurate an expression as possible of the in- 
spired meaning, and then give the needed explanation of that. 

The book of Ezra is theologically expounded by Professor 
Fr. W. Schultz, of Breslau, translated by the Rey. Charles A. 
Briggs of the Union Theological Seminary, New York. The 
latter has supplemented the learning of the original commen- 
tary with many apposite and interesting additions, sometimes 
corrections, partly of his own suggestion, chiefly from Raw- 
linson, Pusey, and other English authorities. 

It would seem that Dr. Schultz was to have prepared the 
exposition of Nehemiah also, but that, as has happened in 
regard to one or two other portions of Lange’s work, his per- 
formance was too tardy for the requirements of Dr. Schaff, 
who superintends the English publication. Hence the main 
work on this book has been done by Dr. Howard Crosby, 
Chancellor of the University of New York. Schultz's Com- 
mentary appeared only in time to allow his homiletical sec- 
tions to be appended to the respective passages by Dr. Crosby. 
One misses, accordingly, in this part of the volume, something 
of that profuseness, not to say superfluity of learning, which 
characterizes much of the German work. It has, on the other 
hand, so much the more simple and homogeneous a character, 
and no practical deficiency will be felt, unless possibly in the 
brevity of the Introduction. 

The Commentary on Esther (likewise from Dr. Schultz) 
has been greatly enriched by the American translator and 
editor, the Rey. Dr. James Strong, of Drew Theological 
Seminary, the same who edited the book of Daniel, in the 
volume last noticed by us. Both by its valuable excursus in 
the Introduction and expansive notes to the Commentary, he 
has contributed much to make it a more complete treatise on 
that interesting but much neglected book of Scripture. 

As a whole, we confidently recommend the volume to those 
who desire a thoroughly learned and conservative guide to 
the right appreciation of the last historical books of the Old 
Testament. Less commonly attended to than most parts of 
the older Scripture, they are still quite essential to an under- 
standing of the history of revelation and of its contents, prior 
to the Gospels. A good commentary here, therefore, is rarer 
and more to be prized than on many portions of the Bible 
which have been more abundantly treated in this way. The 
recent volume of Dean Stanley on the period of sacred history 
to which the origin of these books belongs will, we hope, 
contribute to a great increase of interest in their subjects; but 
all acquainted with his over-free manner of dealing with the 
inspired record will be glad to have it complemented and 
corrected by an equally learned and more orthodox account 
of the same matters. 

In recommending this commentary we ought, perhaps, to 
call attention to the announcement in the title, that it is pre- 
pared “with special reference to ministers and students.” 
These last may be Sunday-school teachers or Bible students, 
but students they must be to allow any probability that 
‘Lange's Commentary ” will be of much value to them. It 
is not a book for easy reading, but for patient and trained 
study. It could scarcely fail to be useful to have a copy of 
this commentary in connection with every Sunday-school so 
as to be within reach of the body of its teachers, and many a 
teacher will find it of value in his own library; but, as in the 
case of other books of reference, we should advise any indi- 
vidual proposing to purchase it, to carefully examine this 


volume, and ascertain its special character, before expending 
his money. 





JOHNSON’S CYCLOPZDIA,* 

The second volume of this work contains seventy-one pages 
more than its predecessor, or 1,767 in all. The illustrations 
also seem to be somewhat more numerous. The plan of the 
work is of course unchanged; all the important articles are 
signed by specialists; the local notices are by residents of the 
places described ; and by the judicious condensation of unim- 
portant articles space is found for elaborate discussions of 
larger scientific or other themes. We do not believe a cyclo- 
pedia was ever prepared containing so small a proportion of 
what is called “hack work.” It is quite impossible for the 





* Jounson’s New Universat Crctopapia. Vol. Il. F—Lichens. New 
York: A.J. Johnson & Son. 











252 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 











[Vol. XIX., No. 16, 





most intelligent worker to write well on many 
subjects, for in these times the field of the spe- 
cialist is growing more and more contracted. 
The advantages of the signature system in a 
cyclopedia are evident; an eminent scholar is 
not likely to append his name to a slipshod 
article. Many of the subjects in this volume 
are handled at such length and with such com- 
pleteness that they could well be reprinted as 
primers, in the recent fashion. Let us call 
particular attention to some of the more impor- 
tant topics. 

The volume begins with the letter F, and 
goes half through theletter L. The biographi- 
cal notice of Faraday is by Professor Tyndall, 
and is an admirably condensed account of his 
work. This sentence at the close is interesting, 
considering its source: ‘It might perhaps be 
considered culpable on my part if I omitted to 
state that this extraordinary man, in whom 
force of intellect and beauty of character were 
so wonderfully united, drew his spiritual nutri- 
ment from his faith as a Christian.” The 
farming class of America is described at length 
by George Geddes. This is one of a very im- 
portant kind of articles for which this cyclo- 
pedia contrives to find room. Social science 
and questions of finance are to be important 
subjects of study for the next quarter of a cen- 
tury, and the value of such papers is apparent. 
Fermentation is described by Professor C. F. 
Chandler, the Columbia College chemist. The 
next important paper is Ex-President Wool- 
sey’s description and analysis of the feudal 
system. Fish and fisheries, including the law 
of the subject, are allotted several divisions. 
The flexure of beams, a subject which involves 
problems in the severest mathematics, is 
lucidly explained by W.E. Merrill. An elabo- 
raté biography of Pastor Fliedner, with an 
account of his sisterhoods, by Professor Philip 
Schaff, is one of the pleasant surprises this 
cyclopedia frequently affords the reader. 

The admirable choice of writers is shown by 
the assignment of the article on Flour to Pro- 
fessor E. N. Horsford. The editors, in a ma- 
jority of cases, have chosen the very men who 
are best fitted to handle particular themes. 
“Food” is by Edward Smith, the author of a 
volume on thesubject. Besides the article on 
France, there is a very long one on the Franco- 
German war. Mr. William Staunton’s article 
on Fugue in music is accompanied by many 
illustrations. Under the head of “Funeral 
Rites,” an illustrated description of cremation 
furnaces is given. The article on common fur- 
naces seems almost needlessly long, filling ten 
pages. Gas, under various heads, has not less 
than nineteen pages. But the reader may be 
assured that he is not given loose or needless 
information. 

The German assignment of subjects is as fol- 
lows: German Empire, Gustay Neumann; Ger- 
man Language and Literature, Clemens Peter- 
sen; German Theology (seven pages), Isaac 
A. Dorner. The several articles on glass, 
American and foreign, are very full. Alexan- 
der H. Stephens is the author of the essay on 
Government, and Theodore W. Dwight of the 
one on Habeas Corpus. The article on Her- 
aldry, by the Rev. Beverley R. Betts of Co- 
lumbia College, is the best accessible exposition 
of a subject lately beginning to attract atten- 
tion in this country. J.J. Woodward’s article 
on Histology seems really too much of a good 
thing, for it fills nineteen pages. But we have 
looked through it in vain in search of any- 
thing which could be left out. The Indian 
languages of America are fully described by 
Dr. J. Hammond Trumbull. A valuable sum- 
mary of facts concerning insanity is presented 
by Dr. W. A. Hammond, and George Chase and 
Theodore W. Dwight expound the law of the 
subject. A long article on International Law 
is, of course, by Dr. Woolsey. 

But we cannot speak further of the multi- 
tude of articles in this great volume. The 
specially excellent features of this cyclopedia 
are, in a word, as follows: Its assignment of 
subjects to specialists; its fullness of treatment 
of all important topics in physics, social 
science, and law; its trustworthy geographical 
articles ; its unusual attention to diseases and 
matters of hygiene; and its great number of 
biographical notices, especially of living 
Americans. é; 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


THe Lire and many of the memorable 
sayings and doings of the celebrated Rev. 
Rowland Hill, just published by the Ameri- 
can Tract Society, New York, with steel por- 
trait. All who have not his full life and 
works should havethis volume. Price,$1 00; 
postage 8c. Ask booksellers for it, or send 
to Depository, 1512 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia. 


Few, if any, of the Sunday-school papers, 
uniformly keep before the mind of the 
young reader the one all-important question 
of the salvation of the soul. The Labor of 
Love, published by Edwin A. Wilson, Spring- 
field, Illinois, is often commended as excel- 
ling in this particular. Adding to this the 
fact that it is finely illustrated and beauti- 
fully printed, it certainly should have a place 
in every Sunday-school. 

Mrs. T. De Witt TaLMAGE writes: “I 
have in my family a Sewing Machine which 
for excellence in all departments cannot be 
excelled. It is light running, requiring 
little physical force to propel it. The ma- 
chinery, so simple in construction that a 
child could learn to manage it, and the 
attachments so complete that the most 
elaborate as well as the most simple work 
can be done in an unexceptionable manner. 

“The one attachment of the Braider alone 
is invaluable ; so perfect is the arrangement 
that the most intricate pattern can be 
braided by a child, better than could be done 
by the hand work of an experienced work- 
man. 

“The cases are also beautiful pieces of 
furniture. I would advise any one in need 
of a good family Sewing Machine to purchase 
a ‘ Domestic.’ 

“Mrs. T. DeWitt TaLmace.” 

Iris to Mr. H. W. Johns, of New York 
City, that the credit of first using asbestos 
for industrial purposes on a large scale is 
due. Some years ago, that gentleman in- 
vented a cement, in which one of the ingre- 
dients was asbestos... . As a paint body, 
some varieties of asbestos, through its capa- 
bility of being reduced into almost impalpable 
powder, have been found excellently adapted. 
It is exceedingly tenacious, and so renders 
the pigments not liable to chalk, crack, or 
scale, while it possesses superior covering 
qualities. ... One variety is made especi- 
ally for roof paint, and possesses mineral 
“body.” <A strictly fireproof paint is also 
made in light shades, which seems of great 
value as a protection for shingle roofs, factory 
and railroad buildings, etc., and which has 
the additional merit of costing less than half 
as much as the ordinary oil paints. . . . Any 
further information will be cheerfully given 
by the patentee and manufacturer, Mr. H. 
W. Johns, 87 Maiden Lane, New York City. 
—Exchange. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 





Given Away!—In order that every one may see 
samples of their goods, J. L. Parren & Co., of 162 Wil- 
liam Street, N. Y., will send a handsome pair of 6x8 
Chromos, and a copy of the best 16-page literary 
paper now published, to any reader of this paper 
who will send them two3-cent stamps to pay mailing 
expenses. 





Specra, Orrer.—J. L. Patten & Co., 162 William 
Street, New York, offer to send every reader of this 
paper, on receipt of twenty-five cents to pay printing 
and mailing expenses, a three months’ trial trip of 
Leisure Hours—a large 16-page, family literary paper, 
filled with the choicest literature; and as a premium 
ppeckea of twenty-five assorted transfer pictures. 
These epee are highly colored, beautiful, and 
are easily transferred to any object so as to imitate 
the most beautiful painting. 





Get THE GENUINE ARTICLE.—The gee popularity of 
“ Wilbor’s Compound of Cod Liver Oil and Tome * has 
induced some unprincipled persons to attempt to 
oe off a simple article of their own manufacture ; 

ut any person who is suffering from Coughs, Colds, 
or Consumption, should be careful where they pur- 
chase this article. It requires no puffing; the 
results following its use are its best recommenda- 
tions, and the proprietor has ample evidence on file 
of its extraordinary success in pulmonary com- 
plaints. The phosphate of lime possesses a most 
marvelous pesling power, as combined with the 
ap Cod Liver Oil by Dr. Wilbor. This medicine 
8 regularly prescribed by the medical faculty. For 
sale by A. B. Wu.zor, Chemist, Boston. 





PUBLIATIONS. 





GET THE MAY WIDE AWAKE. 

“The Home of Bayard Taylor,” by R. H. Stoddard. 
“Child Marian Visits the Pope.” partes 
Girls.” “ Good-for-nothin Polly” Only 20 cents a 
number. D. Lothrop & Co., Publishers, 

Boston, Mass. 
N. TIBBALS & SONS, 37 Park Row, New York, 
would say: Ist. Their Theology Department has no 
equal. 2d. Their Sunday-school Department has the 
best and latest Books from all the Sunday-school 
publishers. Also, 2 extra cheap Libraries. 3d. Books 
sold only by subscription. Best book on Moody and 
others. Send for particulars and catalogues. 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpfual to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cts.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a Specimen 
Number, and be convinced. ddress, 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 805 
Broadway, New York. 


JUST THE THING FOR 
Pastors, Superintendents and Teachers. 


} The best anecdotes care- 
WoODY > | 


fully cempiled under ap- 
eiere) 


|} propriate headings, with 
ANECDOTES | 


} alphabetical index. Cloth, 
AND — 


$1.00 ; paper, 50 cents, 
ILLUSTRATIONS 


Send all orders to 














Eben Shute, 
36 Bromfield Street, 
Boston. 





GET THE BEST 
SUNDAY~- SCHOOL? PAPERS, 


Beautifully Illustrated. On Tinted Paper. 

THE PEARL-—1 copy, 1 year, 25c. 10 copies 
and upwards, 15ec. per year. (Monthly.) 

THE LILY—1 copy, 1 year, 20c. 10 copies and 
upwards, 12c. per year. (Monthly.) 

kay See them before ordering others. Address 

BAKER & ARNOLD, Publishers, 

Sycamore, Ill. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 
AND 
THEA CHEERS 
. SEND TO THE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPOSITORY, 

No. 76 East 9th Street, New York, 
For everything needed in your work. Library 

ooks—Choice selections, Sunday-school 


Papers, Question Books, Teachers’ 
Bibles, ete. 


G. M. VAN DERLIP, 
Depositary. 


The Soul’s Inquiries Answered 
IN THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. 


A Year Book of Scripture Texts. With an Introduc- 
tion by Rey. 'T. L. Cuyler, D.D. 

Mr. Moody first called attention in this country to 
this little book. On his first return from England, 
he brought copies of it for all the teachers in his 
Chicago Sunday-school. And the book is worthy 
the high estimate he put upon it. For each day in 
the year three Scripture verses are arranged: First 
comes a question; second, an answer; third, a 
declaration or injunction; all in Scripture phrase. 
The selections are admirable. For example: 





How can man be justified with God ?—Job 25:4 | 


A man is justified by faith.—Rom. 3: 28. 
Being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ.—Rom. 5: 1. 

No more useful book could be placed in the hands 
of inquirers or young converts. 

Price, complete with blank pages for diary, $1.00. 
Edition without diary, 50 cents. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL, Publisher, 
744 Broadway, New York. 

Sold by all booksellers, or sent postpaid on receipt 

of price, 





THE WATCHMAN. 


YOUNG MEN’S 
Christian Association Semi-Monthly. 
ENLARGED and IMPROVED. 
12 Pages—48 Columns—20,000 Copies 
Monthly. Only One Dollar a Year. 
24 NUMBERS. 


Each issue will contain one of Mr. Moody’s Ser- 
mons and a Complete Summary of American News 
over the entire country. Articles written by the 
best Association men in the country, on the follow- 
ing topics: Bible Readings, how to prepare and give 
them; Gospel Meetings, and how to conduct them; 
Song Services, Cottage Prayer-Meetings, Bible Classes, 
Open Air Meetings, Praise Meetings, Promise Meetings, 
Text Meetings, Consecration Meetings, Inquiry Meet- 
ings; Work among Railway Men, among the Ger- 
mans, among the Colored People in the South, in 
Institutions of learning: Work of the International 
Committee, of the different State Committees, and 
reports of their Conventions; Articles about Gyna- 
siums, Employment Bureaus, Lectures, Receptions, Ly- 
ceums, Libraries, Reading Rooms and contents; Arti- 
cles showing how to organize Associations. and 
develop the young men of this country in active 
Christian work ; How to increase the usefulness and 
efficiency of Associations; Articles showing their 
mistakes and how rectified. We wish to make it 


| pupil. 


| the best. 





such a Paper that no Christian worker can afford to 


be without. 

N. B.—We will pay liberal Cash Commissions to 
all Canvassers getting up Clubs. Write for particu- 
lars. There are many persons out of employment, 
who can easily make money in soliciting for THe 
Wartcuman. Sample copies sent free to any address. 

In sending money, remit by Post Office Order, 
Registered Letter, or Express to 

W. W. VANARSDALE, 
Ne. 160 Madisen #t., Chieago, 111. 


MUSICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


MUSIC BOOKS. 
Good News! we Good News! 
A SABBATH SCHOOL SONG BOOK of great 


beauty, by R. M. McIntosh, is undeniably one of the 
best, and is already popular. Price, 35 cts. 








Saroni’s Theory of Harmony. 


($1.25.) Just out. A thorough and excellent work. 
Is commended to all who wish to study the science, 
as the maker has,ina large degree, the talent of 
making difficult things easy to understand. 





The School Song Book. 


A new and superior Class Book for NORMAL 
SCHOOLS and FEMALE SEMINARIES, is com- 
piled by one perfectly familiar with the needs of 
such schools. By C. Everest. Price, 60c.; $6 per doz. 





Joseph’s Bondage. 


By J. M. Chadwick. Just out. Is a bright and 
attractive short Oratorio or Cantata. Sure to please, 
from the beauty of the story, as well as the attrac- 
tive music. ($1.25, boards; $1.00, paper.) 


Either book mailed post-free for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON &CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO. J. E. DITSON & CO. 
843 Broadway, Suecessors to Lee & Walker, 


New York. 


Philadelphia. 


NewMusical Dramas. 


By J. A. Butterfield. 


‘ , Karl Merz 
* An American Operain poontety 


5 acts, worthy the study| *A sparkling amateur 
of real artists, yet not be- | Operetta, for drawing or 
eoncert rooms. Full of 


yond the reach of capable 
amateurs, Particulars 
sent free. Sample copy, 
in paper, $1.00 


wit and spirited music, 
Needs no special cos- 
tume. Specimen copy, 
$1.00. Circulars free. 





Palmer’s Theory of Music. 

A book for every teacher and student. A clear 
and Simple guide to musical knowledge and composi- 
tion. It covers the whole ground in a manner so 
simple as to be comprehended by the youngest 
Includes 730 questions, illustrated by 582 
examples. Meets a want never before met. 


Price, $1.00, postpaid. 
PALMER’S SONG HERALD. 


Mr. H. R. Palmer was the originator of the class 
of books of which this is the latest and. by all odds, 
Over 200,000 copies of his ** SONG KING” 
were sold, ‘‘ SONG HERALD” will domore. It is an 
improvement on all former books for singing 
schools and classes, 


Price, 75 cents; $7.50 per dozen. 


Specimen and full particulars of Church’s Musical 
Visitor, containing $2.00 worth of new music, reading 
matter, etc., will be sent free on receipt of postage. 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 
Cincinnati, O. 
805 Broadway, New York. 


Ready in April! 


Welcome Tidings 


A NEW COLLECTION OF 
SACRED SONGS FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
‘BY MESSRS. 


LOWRY, DOANE and SANKEY. 
Including the last Hymns and Music of the late 
P. P. BLISS. 


WELCOME TIDINGS 


Will comprise a combination of talent never before 
equaled in a Sunday-school book. Besides a large 
amount of new material by its authors, it will con- 
tain contributions by other well-known and popular 
writers of the day. 

4ax~ Mr. Buiss’s many friends will be glad to know 
that his two little boys will receive the largest pro- 
portion of the copyright accruing from the sale of 


WELCOME TIDINGS. 


This is the only ney Song Book authorized by the 
family of Mr. Bliss, or in which they have any in- 
terest. 
160 pages of our usual Sunday-school style, in Board 
Covers, 330 per 100 ; 35 cents by Mail. 
One copy sent by mail, in paper covers, as soon as pub- 
lished, on receipt of twenty-five cents. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East 9th Street, 
NEW YORK. 








JOHN CHURCH & CO. 
66 West 4th Street, 
CINCINNATI, 





-Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 


—Maize Flour Toilet Soap |— 
—Maize Flour Toilet Soap !— 


A great discovery!—a new soa 
soothes, softens, an 





a compound! It 
whitens the skin, has wonder- 


, ful healing and superior washing properties, and is 


| where at a moderate price. 


equally suited for the bath, nursery, and 


general 
toilet. Itis delightfully 


erfumed, and sold every- 
Registered in Patent 
Office, 1876, by the manufacturers. 

McKEONE, VAN HAAGEN & CO., Philadelphia, 
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“The Merrie Month 
of May.” 


In fulfillment of previous announcements, ST- 
NICHOLAS FOR MAY will be the leading num- 
ber of the year, the Loveliest and Liveliest yet 
published. It has 24 additional pages. 


CONTRIBUTORS ILLUSTRATORS 


Of this Number, 


Alfred Frederics, 
Fidelia Bridges, 
Addie Ledyard, 
Sol Eytinge, 

C.8. Reinhart, _ 
J. W. Champney, 
Prof. Proctor, 
Jessie Curtis, 
Mary A. Lathbury, 
L. Hopkins, 
Walter Satterlee, 
J.C. Beard, 

E. B. Bensell, 

R. Riordan, 


To this Number. 


John G. Whittier, 
Saxe Holm, 
Celia Thaxter, 
Richard A. Proctor, 
J. G. Holland, 
Lucy Larcom, 
Sidney Lanier, 
Donald G. Mitchell, 
J.T. Trowbridge, 
Frank R. Stockton, 
Edgar Faweett, 
Mary Mapes Dodge, 
Mary Treat, 
G. B. Bartlett, 
Elizabeth Stuart Phelps. Florence Scannell. 

Writers and Artists have done their best to 
make St. NicnHouas for MAY, 1877, the 

IDEAL NUMBER OF AN IDEAL BOYS’ AND 

GIRLS’ MAGAZINE. 

Among the peculiar attractions this month are: 

A Fac-simile of a hitherto unpublished 


LETTER FROM CHARLES DICKENS, 
A Delightful Story, by An Oriental Story, by 
SAXE HOLM, SIDNEY LANIER, 
A Poem, “ Little Red Riding-Hood,” by 
JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER. 


The Serials are continued in this issue. 
by all dealers. Only 25 cents. 


SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 





Sold 


Scribner’s Monthly 


FOR MAY 


Contains two admirable 
RerorM”' and “ VILLAGE IMPROVEMENT SOCIE- 
tig.” Mr. Cook gives the last of his talks on 
How to Make Home Beautiful; there is an illus- 
trated description of the latest College for Women; 
a paper on “‘Sea-Trout Fishing,” etc., ete. 


apers on ‘“ VILLAGE 


“THat Lass 0’ Lowr1e’s,” by Mrs. Hodgson 
Burnett, begun in August, is concluded in this 
issue. It is not too much to say that it is the 
mest wonderful story from the pen of any Ameri- 
can woman in the last decade. 


“NicHoLas Minturn,” Dr. Holland's serial, 
moves on with dignity and power to the discus- 
sion of perhaps the gravest question of the century 
ir American politics and social life. 


wae publishers still offer 15 numbers of Scrrs- 
NER'’S Montuiy tor $4.00, beginning with 
August, 1876, and ending with October, 1877, and 
containing both these serial stories complete, 
besides short stories, poems, essays, and illustrated 
papers. 


These numbers will also be furnished by all 
dealers on the same terms. 








SCRIBNER « CO., 
743 Broadway, N. Y.) 


THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 





PRICES. 
Peart 24mo Epirtion, 544x4 in. | 
French Morocco, stiff covers___---------------- $1.50 | 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers_------- 1.80 | 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_-.----------~-- 2.25 


Turkey Morocco, flexible or stiff covers--.---- 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_--_ 5.00 | 
Postage nine cents extra. 
NonparEIL 16mo Eprtron, 644x4 in. | 
French Morocco, stiff covers_------------------ $2.40 | 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers.---------- 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers 3. 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined__._ 6.30 
Postage twelve cents extra. 
Minion 8vo Epition, 734x5% in. 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers-------------- 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_--_ 8.00 
Postage eighteen cents extra. 
For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 
Sunday School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 


lar tc 
‘(0 THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 
42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 


HE WILL COME. 


NOW READY. 


Stephen H. Tyng, Jr.'s. 


New work on The Second Coming of Christ, with | 
introduction by Rev. Dr. Tyna, Sr., of St. George’s 
Church, New York, and selected poems from the 
works of Bonar, Wordsworth, Charlotte Elliott, Sir Ed- 
ward Denny, Bishop Heber, Faber, Beckersteth, Keble, | 
Wesley, and others. | 
Rich Cloth, heavy toned paper, 220 pages. Price $1.25. | 
At the booksellers, or sent prepaid on reeeipt of 
price by | 
| 
| 








MUCKLOW & SIMON, Publishers,’ Madison .Avenue 
and Forty-second Street, New York,, 


HEREWARD, LAST OF THE ENG] 


| trated paver ae sen I 
| POEMS. Complete Collected Edition, including 
9 





PUBLICATIONS. | 


READY THIS DAY. 


MATTHEW ARNOLD'S 


NEW VOLUME. 


LAST ESSAYS 
CHURCH AND RELIGION. 


By Martrnew Arnotp, author of “Literature and 
Dogma,” ete. 12mo, cloth, in the uniform edition of 
M. Arnold’s Works, $1.50. 

NEW UNIFORM EDITION OF MATTHEW ARNOLD'S PROSE 

WRITINGS. 
ESSAYS IN CRITICISM. New Edition with 

SEIOGE 6 ons ndbieh nieuwe ae $3 00 
LITERATURE AND DOGMA. An Essay to- 

ward the better apprehension of the Bible. 

9 





Third Edition____--. ete ee ee FO 
CULTURE AND ANARCHY. An Essay in Po- 
litical and Social Criticism. Second Edition. 2 00 
GOD IN THE BIBLE. A Review of the Objec- 
tions to “Literature and Dogma.”’_---.------ 2 00 
ISAIAH XL.—LXVI. With the Shorter Proph- 
RE a ee a 
ST. PAUL AND PROTESTANTISM. Third 
Edaition......... = - 16 
HIGHER SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES LN 
GHRREMEAY 6 cnciniecnas ck sdeecancesseneecs 2 00 


*,* The complete set of eight volumes (including 
the new book) sent to any address on receipt of fif- 
teen dollars. 


SALVATION HERE AND HEREAFTER. 


Sermons and Essays. By Rey. John Service, Min- 
ister of Inch. Second edition. 12mo, 267 pp. $1.50. 
From the Spectator. 

“We have enjoyed to-day a rare pleasure, having 
just closed a volume of sermons which rings the 
true metal from the title-page to finis, and proves 
that another and very powerful recruit has been 
added to that small band of ministers of the gospel 
who are not only abreast of the religious thought of 
their time, but have faith enough, courage enough, 
to handle the questions which are the most critical 
and stir men’s minds most deeply with frankness 
and thoroughness.” 


HEROES OF FAITH. 

LECTURES ON THE ELEVENTH CHAPTER 
OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS. By C. I. 
Vaughan, D.D. One volume, 12mo, $1.75. 

“A valuable commentary and a course of practical 
sermons. It willrank among the best of the author’s 
works. Those familiar with his writings will regard 
this as a high commendation,”—(Churehman.) 

“Consists of expositions of ancient and Christian 
faith, as it is illustrated by Old Testament examples 
in that wonderful chapter of heroes.”—(Christian In- 
telligencer.) AG res 

“Ts an inspiring book.”—(Christian Union.) 


“The great host of readers of ‘Alton Locke,’ 
‘Yeast,’ ‘Hypatia,’ and other noble books by the late 
lamented Canon of Westminster.”—(Christian Union.) 


THE ONLY EDITION 
OF THE 


Works of the late 
CHARLES KINGSLEY, MA, 


CANON OF WESTMINSTER. 


WESTWARD HO! 
TWO YEARS AGO. 
ALTON LOCKE. New Edition, with a Prepara- 
tory Memoir by Thomas Hughes, Esq., Q.C., 
and Portrait.._...._...__.....-—---~~=---.-.-.- 1 75 
HYPATIA. 











on, New Pareon.............. ] 
sISH. 12mo 1 
Dg 2 ile | 
WATER BABIES. A Fairy Tale 





“12mo. Hlus- 


“The Saint’s Tragedy” 


THE ROMAN AND THE TEUTON. With a 
Preface by Prof. Max Muller__--------------- 2 00 
PROSE IDYLS, NEW AND OLD-_ RE 
PLAYS AND PURITANS. Essays-_----------- 1 75 
Tet Se Ts... PO se ececarenn~casane b 1B 
THE HEROES; GREEK FAIRY TALES FOR 
MY CHILDREN. With Colored Illustrations 1 50 


A complete catalogue of Macmillan & Co.’s publi- 
cations sent on receipt of six cents. 


MACMILLAN & CO., 


21 Astor Place. New York. 





phihbhbphphbbphbbhhh trtrtrh balrtrtalanaln 




















etc. THE BEST 






Book of Its class SACRED 

SONGS are 
Words only, to be found In 
6c., $ Songs of Faith, 


by J. H. Tenney and 

Rev. E. A. Hoffman. 

Price:—Words and music, 

36c. by mail, $30 per 100. 
S. BRAINARD’S SONS, 


Pus LisHers, CLEVELAND, O. 
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J. & R. }AMB, 
CHURCH FURNITURE, 
___69 Carmine Street, New York. 
&e., | 
| 











Pulpits, Communion Tables, &c., 
always in stock. 8.S. Banners, silk 
and gold, $5,00 each, 
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EDUCATIONAL. 


American and Foreign 
TEACHERS’ AGENCY, 


23 Union Square, New York. 


Miss M. J. Youna, after twelve years’ successful 
experience in the management of the “American 
School Institute,” has severed her connection there- 
with, and is now conducting her own Agency. 

Miss Young supplies Professors, Tutors, Gover- 
nesses, and Teachers for every department of in- 
struction; gives information to parents concerning 
schools: rents and sells school properties, etc. 

Families going abroad or spending the summer in 
the country promptly supplied with suitable ladies 
or gentlemen. 


REFERENCE, by permission, to prominent educa- 
tors in every section of the country, and also to 
many distinguished citizens. 


My Dear Miss Youne:—I hasten to assure you of 
the pleasure it gives me to add mine to the many 
testimonials you must receive from those who have 
had the benefit of your services. To us and to our 
school they have been invaluable. When we first 
resorted to the American School Institute, it was 
from dire necessity alone, and without much hope 
of satisfactory results. We had been so often disap- 

ointed in teachers selected for us abroad and at 
home by friends, woaee eet we had implicitly 
trusted. Yours, however. has not once failed us in 
the six or seven years’ experience we have had of 
your skill. Every teacher, both foreign and native, 
recommended by you, has proven to be exactly what 
you represented. We now feel more confidence in 
your selections than we should in our own. Your 
excellent judgment, your quick perceptions, your 
penetration into character, your prompt apprecia- 
tion of the requirements of both employer and em- 
ployé, and your interest in their interests, render 
you, in my opinion, eminently fitted to fulfill the 
difficult duties of your position. I sincerely wish 
you the success to which you are justly entitled. 

Yours, very truly, 
Mrs. Gen’t JOHN PEGRAM. 

Southern Home School, Baltimore, Md. 


Dear Miss Youne:—It was with great pleasure that 
I heard of your new enterprise, believing that with 
your experience, faithfulness and peculiarly ri 
judgment for your work, you must command the 
confidence of all who entrust their business to your 
eare. Through you, in connection with the “ Ameri- 
can School Institute,” I have secured the finest 
teachers ever a in my faculty, and you may 
feel assured that I shall consider it a privilege to be 
able still to rely upon you whenever I have a vacancy 
to fill, Mrs. Evcente CuTuserrt, 
Young Ladies’ Seminary, St. Louis, Mo., Feb 6, 1877. 


My Dear Miss Youne:—I am glad to learn that we 
are not to lose your valuable services in supplying 
teachers. For many years we have relied on you to 
aid us in filling vacancies, and have had reason to 
be perfectly satisfied with the result. In all our in- 
tercqurse with you we have found you prompt, 
courteous, and conscientious, and your selection of 
teachers has given evidence of judgment and dis- 
crimination. In saying this I express not only my 
own opinion, but also that of our Rector, Bishop 
Whipple, who joins me in wishing you great success 
in your new enterprise. 

Very truly yours, Miss 8. P. Darinarton, 
Principal St. Mary's Hall, Faribault, Minn. 


For twelve years I have supplied my school with 
teachers for the various departments through Miss 
M. J. Young, connected with the “American School 
Institute.” In almost every case the appointment 
has been satisfactory and successful. 

fiss H. N. HasKewt, 
Principal Monticello Seminary, Godfrey, Ils. 

Miss M. J. Young is well known to me as a Chris- 
tian lady of high character, great energy, strong 
integrity, and large experience in the business in 
which she is engaged; polite, prompt, and punctual 
in her management of all matters entrusted to her, 
she is worthy of implicit confidence, and I most 
heartily commend her to all who may require her 
services. 





Rev. Wa. Ormiston, D.D. 
17 W. 32nd St., New York, Feb. 9th, 1877. 

Miss M. J. Youna: Dear Friend:—I am very happy 
to learn that you are about to open an Agency for 
supplying schools, academies, ete., with desirable 
teaehers. 

For many years past we have been accustomed to 
depend so entirely upon you for teachers, that we 
should be at a loss to know where to look for aid if 
you retire from business. With the same sagacity 
and energy which have characterized your manage- 
ment in the past, your enterprise cannot fail of suc- 
cess. Very cordially, J.C. Gatiup, M. D. 

Houghton Seminary, Clinton, N. Y. 

Miss M. J. Younc, while with the Messrs. Scher- 
merhorn, supplied me with several visiting pro- 
fessors for my family, and I found her so reliable in 
her statements as to their qualifications and fitness, 
that I have repeatedly recommended her to my 
friends as an excellent judge in such matters, on 
account of her education, culture, judgment, and 
commendable scrupulousness, and I take much 
pleasure in adding my testimony to that of many 
others. J. F. Navarro. 
25 Washington Place, New York, Feb. 7, 1877. 


It gives me much pleasure to state that I have 
known of Miss M. J. Young’s special work, in con- 
nection with the American School Institute, for sev- 
eral years, and that I have heard both from those 
who have desired to secure suitable teachers, and 
from those who were seeking for the position of 
teachers, the mostsatisfactory testimony to her suc- 
cess, and to her uniform tact, energy, and courtesy. 
I feel assured that, as Principal of ‘od American and 
Foreign Teachers’ Agency, her usefulness wil] be 
greatly extended. Rev. Davin Ines, D.D, 

142 Henry St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 

I have had good opporinnliy for many years of 
knowing the invaluable services rendered by Miss 
Young in the educational agency of Messrs. J. W. 


| Schermerhorn & Co. To the officials of colleges and 


school, as well as toapplicants for situations, she has 
been of the greatest service, her recommendations 
being invariably marked by wise judgment and clear 
discernment. The appointments made through her 
Agency to our College, have been most satisfactory, 
and I can without hesitation cordially commend her 
to all who may require “advice in the selection of 
competent teachers or governesses. 


Rev, Wa. Cocnrang, D. D., 
| President Brantford Ladies’ College, and Pastor of 
Zion Presbyterian Church, 


Brantford, Ont., Feb, 13, 1877. 
For Circulars, apply to MISS M. J. YOUNG, 











Illus. Catalogues, | Furnironrg, 10c. | 
Banners, Texts & Decorations, lee. 





LOVELY FLORAL CROSSES, Qil Chremos for 
10 cts., Orient Pub. Co., 18 Whiting St,, Lynn, Mass, 


PUBICATIONS, 


THE WORDLESS BOOK. 


BLACK—Sin. 
RED—The Blood. 
WHITE—Righteousness. 
GOLD—Glory. 


Single Copy by mail, 10c. Ten Copies, 75c. 
Special Rates for Larger Quantities. 
Harry Angell, 410 4th Av., N.Y. 








This edition contains the best portraits 
of Moody, Sankey and Bliss. 


|\NOODY's 


) From No. 1 “ Whereart Thou?” 
to No. 50, “The Death of P. P. 
Bliss.” 
One vol., 544 pages. 
Price, postage prepaid, 


ONE DOLLAR. 


FIFTY: 
SERMONS So. 


~) 36 Bromfield Street, Boston. 


THE ACADEMY, 


A MAGAZINE FOR YOUTH. 
50 Cents per annum, including Postage. 


The Academy, a twenty-page illustrated Magazine 
for family reading, is issued monthly by the West 
Penn Square Academy, Philadelphia. Our profes- 
sors. the leading clergy, prominent physicians, and 
scientific authorities, write for it. 

Interesting stories for children a special feature. 

Poetry, Editorials, Charades, and witty sayings in 
every number, 

Specimen copy sent free. 

T. BRANTLY LANGTON, PRESTON FUGETT, 
Publisher. Editor. 
Office at West Penn Square Academy, 
8. W. Cor. Broad and Market Streets. 











MARK TWAIN'S 


A volume every ed- 
itor, or literary person, 
should possess. — New 
York Independent. 





The most ingenious, 
neat, and handy Scrap- 
Book of the age.—Caris- 
tian Union. 


PATENT PREPARED PAGE 
SCRAP-BOOK. 


It avoids all the trouble of paste or mucilage.— 
Rural New- Yorker. 


A neat affair, and it now becomes as easy to file 
away a scrap as it is to stampa letter.—Baltimore 
Gazette. 

It leaves nothing to be desired in the way of neat- 
ness and convenience.—Harper’s Weekly. 


Prices from $1.25 to $3.50 each, including postage. 
For sale by all Booksellers and Stationers, or copies 
= on receipt of price. Send for a descriptive 

is 





SLOTE, WOODMAN, «& CO., 
Bank Book MANUFACTURERS, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 


Naw Sabbath School Books 


PUBLISHED BY THE 
PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION. 


EYES AND EARS; Or, How I 
See and Hear. 
By AUNT YEWROWNCKIE. 16mo. Illustrated 
Price, $1.25. 


BOYS AT EASTWICK. 


By M. E. GRIFFITH. author of “Leaves and 
Fruit,” &c. 16mo. Four illustrations. Price, $1. 


PEWIT’S NEST SERIES. 


By MISS MARTHA FINLEY (Martha Farquhar- 
gon). Pa vols. 32mo, Each two illustrations, 
ice, $3, 





Address orders to 
JOHN A. BLACK, 
Business Superintendent, 


Libraries and all implements necessary in the 
conducting of Church and Mission Sunday-schools. 


U. D. WARD, 
150 Nassau St., up stairs, New York. 





5 CTS. FOR A BALL OF DEXTER’S FOUR 

thread Darning Cotton. 

Fine and heavy Corded Piques and Plaids, 10 to 25e, . 
Pear! Shirt Buttons, only 2c. dozen. . 
Choice patterns Hamburg Edgings, 5, 124% to 50c. 
Shoe Laces, 2c. dozen; Corset Laces, 4c. dozen: 
Hair Brushes, 10 to 25c. Combs, 5, 124% to 26c. 

900 pairs slightly rusted Steel Scissors, 12\4c. 

One 6-yard piéce Twilled Roll Tape for 2c. 

One paper containing 280 Pins for 114c. a paper. 

Fine White Wool Flannel, 1214, 25, 3714 to 50c. 

Double width Loom Table Lineh, 28, 3 4% to 50c. 

Linen Huck and Damask Towels, 614, 1214 to 25c. 

Choice new Pear] Dress Buttons, 6, {zi to 50c. doz. 

100 gross Rubber and Ivory Dress Buttons, 5 to 
age. onen, 

hite Shirt Buttons, 12 dozen we sel! for 4c. 

288 pairs Children’s French Hose, 25c., regular- 

made, but slightly spotted with water. 


OWEN EVANS? Cheap Store, 


128 North Eighth 8t,, door below Cherry. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, - = = $2.15 each. 
s 15 to 29 - "=. -. 190 * 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 ‘* 


To Pastors and Superintendents, who at the time 
of making their subscription state that they are 
such, $1.65 each. 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


a 


Suoscriptions will be received for any portion ot 
a year at yearly rates. 


Additions may be made at any time to a club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 


Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should in- 
clude both county and state. 


Any person writing to renew either a single or 
club subscription, in connection with which his 
name has not before been known to the publishers, 
will please give the name of the person to whom the 
paper or papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address. 


——— 


SUPERINTENDENT'S PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, on receipt of 
its price, only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendent’s 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
paid for Tue Sunpay Scuoon Times, as given on the 
Yellow address label of Tue Times. 


SS 

THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 
100 Copies, one month, = = $ .60 
100 i one year, -« . - 7.20 


Less than 100 copies at same rate. 
1) 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 


10v Copies, three months, 
100 


* 6.25 
25.00 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


i 


one year, se © 


——9—_—_—— 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


— 


Subscribers in Great Britain ‘who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John Wanamaker, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, 
The Superintendent’s Paper, one year, 3 shillings 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, 1s. 6d. 

These rates include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 


- 9 shillings. 


———_0—_—_——_ 
Advertising Rates. 


Ordinary Advertisements: per line (12 lines to 
an inch), for each insertion, - 


Special Notices: per line (as above), - 


Reading Matter: per line (leaded), 
DISCOUNTS ON THB ABOVE RATES AS FOLLOWS: 


5 per cent.on 4 insertions. 
“ 


10 Lg 8 = 
15 “ “ 13 “ 
20 “ “ 26 “ 
25 “ “ 52 “ 


a@~ Copy for Advertisements must be on hand by 
Friday of the week preceding their issue. 


—) —_———_— 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Business Manager, 


ain CHESTNUT STREET, ParvapeEtrnia. 


, ESTEY & COMPANY, 





mu 
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The Most Extensive Manufactory of Reed Organs 
IN THE WORLD! 








| ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES SENT FREE. 





In POWER combined with PURITY OF TONE, in DURABILITY and FINISH, 
these Organs are Unrivaled, 








COLUMBIA SPEAKS! 


AND WITH VICTORYC ROWNS 


Dobbin's Electric Soap. 


by the Centennial Judges 


THE DIPLOMA OF HONOR, 
THE MEDAL OF MERIT, AND 


HONORABLE MENTION. 


AS MAKING THE 


BEST SOAP IN THE UNITED STATES. 


This award coincides with the judgment of millions all over the country, and is really a victory over 
the WHOLE WORLD. The following is their Report, on which we received the Award: i 


of the VERY SUPERIOR QUALITY and GOOD MANUFACTURE of this Soap. 


| 
| 


Soap and the most adulteration, so as to reduce the cost. 


it is to all others. 


I. L. CRAGIN & CO., 


PHILADELPHIA, NEW YORK, AND BOSTON. 


: NOTE.—Cragin & Co., Philadelphia, Pa., have promised to send any 
it, gratis (on receipt of fifteen cents to pay postage) a sample of DOBBENS’ ELECTRIC SOAP totry. «enc 
at once. 










TOILET SOAP. 





lightful fragrance of the Toilet Soap which is so universally esteemed. 





In order that it may be seen by every Sunday- 
School Worker in the country, we will send 
FREE to any address, specimen copies of 


MorNING GUIDE ! 


| EDITED BY ALEXANDER CLARK, D.D.. 
Semi-Monthly. Only 26 Centsa Year. Fifteenth Year. Better Than Ever. 
Address JAMES ROBISON, Pub., 132 Fifth Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
sa Our New Catalogue ofS. S8, Books Aids and Requisites, sent to any address.-G& 





| 


On September 28th, 1876, the Manufacturers of DOBBINS’ ELECTRIC SOAP were awarded 


“The Jury, WITHOUT HESITATION, recommend a Medal of Merit and Diploma of Honor, on account ‘ 


tne. t tuk r This Soap was the only 
| PURE Soap for family use exhibited, and is deserving, therefore, of great praise. All other Soap contained \ 


rosin, salsoda, clay, silicate, or some other adulterating compound, and the chief aim of American Soap | 
| Manufacturers seemed to be to produce a compound that, while passing for Soap, should contain the least 


DOBBINs’ ELECTRIC SOAP is for sale by all Grocers. Please try it, and see how infinitely superior 


of our readers, who will write for 


CASHMERE BOUQUET 


The perfume of CotaatE & Co.’s CASHMERE Bouquet Extract and 
Toriet PowpeEr will be appreciated by all who have enjoyed the de- 





WORTH REPEATING. 


CHANGE. 
{From The Chicago Tribune.] 


The tide goes out, 
And the tide comes in; 
From good flows joy, — 
From evil, sin 4 
And the seasons change, 
And the days go by ; 
The world moves on 
With song and sigh; 
And life to-day, 
Though kingly proud, 
May sleep to-morrow 


Wrapped in cloud. 








COLLEGE OF THE PROP4A- 
GANDA. 


| [The Rev. Hugh Macmillan, LL.D., in the Sunday 
Magazine. ]} 


At the foot of the Capo le Case is the Col- 
| lege of the Propaganda, whose vast size and 
| plain massive architecture, as well as its his- 

torical associations, powerfully impress the 
imagination. It was begun by Gregory 
| XV., in 1632, and completed by his succes- 
| sor, Urban VIIL., and his brother, Cardinal 
| Antonio Barberini, from the plans partly of 
| Berniniand Borromini. On the most promi- 
| nent parts of the edifice are sculptured bees, 
which are the well-known armorial bearings 
of the Barberini family. The Propaganda 
used to divide with the Vatican the conduct 
of the whole Roman Catholic world. It was 
compared by the Abbé Raynal to a sword, 
| of which the handle remains in Rome, and 
| the point reaches everywhere. The Vatican 
| takes cognizance of what may be called the 
| domestic affairs of the Church throughout 
| Europe; the College of the Propaganda su- 
' perintends the foreign policy of the Church, 
and causes its influence to te felt in the re- 
motest regions of the earth. Itis essentially, 
as its name implies, a missionary institution, 
founded for the promotion and guidance of 
| missions throughout the world. Nearly two 
| hundred youths from various countries are 
constantly educated here, in order that they 
may go back as ordained priests to their na- 
tive land, and diffuse the Roman Catholic 
faith among their countrymen. The average 
number ordained every year is about fifty. 
No one is admitted who is over twenty years 
of age; and they all wear a uniform dress, 
consisting of a long black cassock, edged 
with red, and bound with a red girdle, with 
two bands, representing leading-strings, 
hanging from the shoulders behind. The 
cost of their education and support while in 
Rome, and the expenses of their journey 
from their native land and back again, are 
defrayed by the institution. Every visitor 
to Rome must be familiar with the appear- 
ance of the students, as they walk through 
the streets in groups of three or four, eagerly 
conversing with each other, with many ex- 
pressive gesticulations. For the most part 
they are a fine set of young men, of whom 
| any Church might well be proud, full of zeal 
.| and energy, and well fitted to encounter, by 
| their physical as well as their mental train 
| ing, de hardships of an isolated life, fre 
quently among savage races. An annual 
| exhibition is held in a large hall attached to 
the college in honor of the holy Magi, about 
the beginning of January, when students 
deliver speeches in different languages, and 
take part in musical performances, the score 
| of which is usually composed by the pro- 
| fessor of music in the college. The places of 
honor nearest the stage are occupied by 
several cardinals, whose scarlet dresses and 
silver locks contrast strikingly with the 
black garments of the majority of the as- 
semblage. The strange costumes and coun- 
tenances of the speakers, colored with every 
shade of hue known to the human family, 
the novel sounds of the different languages, 
and the characteristic differences of each 
speaker in manner and intonation, make 
the exhibition in the highest degree singular 
| and interesting. Its great popularity is 
evinced by the crowds that usually attend, 
filling the hall to overflowing; and though 
| a religious affair, it is pervaded by a lively 
spirit of fun, in which even the great digni 
taries of the Church join heartily. 

The jurisdiction of the Propaganda is 
independent. The “congregation” of the 
college is composed of twenty-five cardinals, 
sixteen of whom are resident in Rome. One 
of their number is appointed prefect, and 
has a prelate for his secretary. They meet 
prorat once a month, for the transaction 
of business, in a magnificent hall in the 
college. Previous to 1851, the affairs of 
the Roman Catholic Church in England were 
administered by the Propaganda; our coun- 
try included among heretical or 
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sent; but after that memorable year they 
were transferred to the ordinary jurisdiction 
of the See of Rome. It was this movement 
that became celebrated as the first distinct 
act of papal aggression, and provoked such 
fierce hostility among all classes of the Prot- 
estant community. However deeply we 
may regret that such powerful and well- 
organized machinery is employed to propa- 
gate to the ends of the earth a faith to which 
we cannot subscribe, yet no one can read 
the proud inscription upon the front of the 
edifice, “Collegio di Propaganda Fide,” and 
reflect upon the grand way in which the 
purpose therein defined has been carried 
out, without a sentiment of admiration. At 
a time when Protestant churches were sel- 
fishly devoted to their own narrow interests, 
and utterly unmindful of the Saviour’s com- 
mission to preach the gospel to every 
creature, this college was sending forth to 
different countries, only partially explored, 
bands of young priests who won 4 their 
lives in their hands, and endured untold 
sufferings so that they might teach the 
heathen the truths of eternal life, and impart 
to them the blessings of Christian civiliza- 
tion. There is not a region from China and 
Japan to Mexico and the South Sea Islands, 
and from Africa to Siberia, which has not 
been taken possession of by members of this 
college ane cultivated for the Church. 
Names that are as worthy of being canon- 
ized as those of any saints in the Roman 
calendar, on account of their heroic achieve- 
ments, their holy lives, or their martyr 
deaths, belong to the rdle of the Propa- 
ganda. 


I had the pleasure of going through the 
various rooms of this famous institution in 
the appropriate company of one of the most 
distinguished Free Church missionaries to 
India; and was shown by the rector of. the 
college, with the utmost courtesy and kind- 
ness, all that was most remarkable about 
the place. The library is extensive, and 
contains some rare works on theology and 
canon law; and in the Borgian Museum 
annexed to it there is a rich collection of 
Oriental MSS., heathen idols, and natural 
curiosities sent by the missionaries from 
various parts of the world. We were espe- 
cially struck with the magnificent “Codex 
Mexicanus,” a loosely bound, bulky MS. 
on white leather, found among the treasures 
of the royal palace at the conquest of 
Mexico by Cortes. It is full of colored 
hieroglyphics and pictures, but the subject 
is mysterious. It is known in this country 
through the splendid reproduction of it by 
Lord Kingsborough. But the most inter- 
esting of all the sights to the visitor is the 
printing establishment, which at one time 
was the first in the world, and had the 
means of publishing books in upwards of 
thirty different languages. At the present 
day it is furnished with all the recent appli- 
ances; and from this press has issued works 
distinguished as much for their great typo- 
graphical beauty as for the area they cover 
in the mission field. Its font of Oriental 
types is specially rich. We were shown 
specimens of the Paternoster in all the 
known languages; and my friend had an 
opportunity of inspecting some theological 
works in the obscure dialects of India. The 
productions of the Propaganda press are 
very widely diffused. There is a bookseller’s 
shop connected with the establishment, 
where all the publications of the institution, 
including the papal bulls, and the principal 
documents of the state, may be procured. 
Altogether the college has taken a promi- 
nent part in the education of the world, and 
wielded a powerful influence in molding its 
destiny. Its influence is specially felt in 
America, from which a large number of its 
students come; the young priest who con- 
ducted us through the library and the Bor- 
gian Museum being an American, very in- 
telligent and affable. The Roman Catholic 
religion flourishes in that country because it 
keeps clear of all political questions, and 
manifests itself, not as a government, in 
which character it is peculiarly uncompro- 
mising and despotic, but as a religion, in 
which aspect it has a wonderful power of 
adaptation to the habits and tastes of the 

eople. The Propaganda rules Roman 
‘atholic America very much in the spirit 
of its own institutions; and one of the most 
remarkable social phenomena of that coun- 
try is the absolute subserviency which the 
political spirit of unbridled democracy yeeids 
to its decrees. The bees of the Barberini 
carved upon its architectural ornaments are 
no inapt symbol of the spirit and method of 
working of this busy theological hive, which 
sends its annual swarms all over the world 
to gather ecclesiastical honey from every 
flower of opportunity. 
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Execant Carps, 20 styles, with name, 10c. post- 
paid, GEO. I. REED & CO., Nassau, N. Y, 


Initial. 


will testify: 


late of 
RY BEST Silver Plated Ware 


double extra 
them the V 





FOR NINETY DAYS 


FROM THE DATE OF THIS ISSUE OF THIS PAPER 


ELEGANT TABLE SILVERWARE 


Can be secured by all who receive a copy of this week’s paper, on compliance with the follow 
ing conditions:—The Standard Silverware Company, 9 & 11 Maiden Lane, New Y 


York City, 


manufacturers of Pure Coin-Standard Silver Plated Ware, will send to any one who receives 

this notice a Set of Double Extra-Plated Silver Spoons, and engrave on each spoon any desired 
You are required to cut out the following Silverware Coupon and send it to the above 

Company, with your name and address, and also to enclose with it 75 cents to pay all charges, 

including cost of engraving initials, packing, boxing, and expense charges, f 

be sent by express (or mail, if you have no express office) an 

out further cost. These spoons are guaranteed to be of the best material, and equal to the 

best Silver-Plated Ware made, as the following letter from the Standard Silverware Company 


he Spoons will 
delivered in your hands with- 


Orrice STANDARD SILVERWARE Company, 


9 & 11 Maiden Lane, New York city. } 


To whom it may concern.—The Spoons sent out under this arrangement we guarantee are of 
best quality, first heavily plated with pure nickel (the hardest white metal known), anda 
ure Coin-Standard Silver added on top of the nickel, thus renderin 


manufactured. We will honor no order whic 


does not contain the Silverware Coupon, and we will not honor the Coupon after ninety days 


from the date of this paper. 
[Signed] 


STANDARD SILVERWARE CO. 





press or mailing, engraving an 


Silver 


Good for ninety days from date of this 
(S.gned] 


SILVERWARE COUPON. 
On receipt of this Coupon, together with 76 cents to cover al] charges, including ex- 


boxing, we hereby agree to send to any address a set of 
our Pure Coin-Standard double-extra plated ; 


and on each spoon engrave any desired initial. All charges are to be prepaid by the 75 
cents sent us, and the spoons will be delivered at destination free of any other charge. 


a 
TANDARD SILVERWARE CO., 9 & 11 Maiden Lane, New York. 


Spoons, 


r, after which this Coupon is null and void. 








Initial desired without extra cost. 


addressed direct to the STANDARD 


Should it be desired, any one of the following articles will be sent in lieu of the spoons, on 
| os bere of the following charges: Six solid steel knives, blade and handle one solid 
est steel, double nickel and silver plated, $2; six forks, double nickel and silver plated, 95c. 
If all these goods are desired, enclose the total charges, which will be 75c. for spoons, $2 for 
knives, and 95c. for forks; total, $3.70; thus securing for 
more in any other way. Remember, that each article, except knives, will be engraved with any 


iece, 


$3.70 what would cost you much 


IMPORTANT NOTICE. 

This liberal offer holds good for only ninety days from the date of this paper, therefore it 
is to the interest of all who can secure its benefits to see to it that they are not debarred by 
reason of the expiration of the time specified. All letters ordering Silverware should be 
ILVERWARE CO., 9 & 11 Maiden Lane, New York. 








PUBLICATIONS. 


INSURANCE. 





Send One Dollar for the Pocket Edition of 


Webster’s Dictionary. 


Contains 18,000 Words, Rules of Spelling, 
Tables of ae Weights and Measures; 
Abbreviations, Words, Phrases, Proverbs, 
ete., from the Greek, the Latin, and the 
Modern henge es. MoroccoTucks. Gilt 
Edges. By Mail on receipt of $1 00. 
For sale by all dealers. 


Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & Co. 


Publishers Webster's School Dictionaries, 
138 and 140 Grand Street, New York. 


Pastors, Supt’s, Teachers, and Scholars 
Will find an Invaluable Aid in the little 


BIBLE VERSE 





-= INDICATOR = 


For ready reference to verses and parallel pas- 








sages. It is so arranged that the chapter is clearly 
indicated on the edge of the leaves, and thus can 
immediately be found, while the verse is shown by 
the inside index. Sunday-school superintendents 
and leaders of prayer-meetings selecting a number 
of hymns for use during the meeting, will find this 
Indicator infinitely better than pencil-marked pages 
and turned-down corners. Any number of passages 
ean be found and marked with the Indicator with- 
out fear of losing the places while carrying the 
Bible or Hymn Book to the place of meeting. One 
of the Boston pastors writes: “I have used this, and 
consider it one of the invaluable helps in Bible 
study, almost indispensable in Bible readings.” 
Sold only in sets of twelve, at 25 cents per dozen. 
Also, for sale, 


TWO BOOKS BY 


H GLAY T'RUMBULL 





Editor of The Sunday School Times. 
ist. THE CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 


A practical guide for pastors and_superintendents 
in opening and closing exercises, 8. 8S. concert exer- 
cises, addresses, ete. Price, $1.50. 


2d. THE KNIGHTLY SOLDIER. 


One vol., 16mo, 335 pages. Price, $1.50. 
Send all orders to 


Eben Shute, 36 Bromfield St., Boston. 


1825. 


1877. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00. . - Assets, $1,655,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 

WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


434 WALNUT STREET. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - $200,000 
DIRECTORS: 

NELSON F, EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, 
President. Vice-President. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, | THOMAS KENNEDY, 

J. E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 


HENRY HAINES, 

WM. M. SINCLAIR. 

JOHN S. WHILLDIN, 

DELL NOBLIT, JR., 

J. B. SHEPPARD, 

W. C. HAMILTON, WM. A. LEVERING, 

J. S. ELWELL, D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. 

JOHN CRAWFORD, Ass’t Secretary. 


. PITKIN, 
J. S. HELFENSTEIN, 
HIRAM MILLER, 
B. B. THOMAS, 
F. W. KENNEDY, 











MISCELLANEOUS, 





SUPERIOR NUTRITION THE LIFE. 








as 





t 
sy 


IMPERIAL GRANUM, 


THE GREAT MEDICINAL FOOD, 


Has justly acquired the reputation of being 





THE SALVATOR FOR INVALIDS AND THE 
AGED. AN INCOMPARABLE ALIMENT 
~¥OR THE GROWTH AND PROTECTION 

| OF INFANTS AND CHILDREN. A SUPERIOR 














AGENTS WANTED. 





ANTED MEY to terest ond sell to Dealers our 

mi 4 “sds , i tessechimneys and 
lamp gools, Nob? 0.2 G05. +. Salary liberal, busi- 
ness permanent “ in 


nenses paid. 
MONITO! * ScUNNaTI, OTTO. 


NEW DEPARTURE. i4vsuite 

Salary $758 month. Hotel and Me Pn eeg nt 

SA, OHANT & GO., manufacturers of ¥ vita 
and PAPER, 2, 4, 6,and8 Home St., CINCINNATI, OHI10, 


{eg $70 PER WEFK. 


NE Address W,P, Ray & Chicago, 





$1 samples for trial: 








mn NUTRITIVE IN CONTINUED FEVERS, 
AND A RELIABLE REMEDIAL AGENT IN 
ALL DISEASES OF TF® STOMACH AND 

INTESTINES. 
SOLD BY DRUGGISTS 

In the principal cities of the United States. 
JOHN CARLE & SONS, 
153 Water Street, New York. 














$3,PRINTING PRESS 
@\ Prints Cards, Envelopes, &c., equal to 
B\ any press. Larger sizes for large work, 
Do your own printing and advertising 
and save money. Excellent spare hour 
amusement for young or old. Can he 
made a [money making business any- 
wher». Send 3c, stamp for large cata- 
logue ta. KELSEY & CO,, Manuf’s, Meriden, Conn, 












PUBLICATIONS. 


New Comme tury 
ON THE WHOLE BBE. 
By JAMIESON, FAUSSET axv LROWN. * 
COMPLETE EDITi}N 
The best Commentary extant. 
Commended by the most distinguished scjiol.irs & divines. 
PRICE IN CLOTH, $7.50. 
For full particulars address, 
S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Hartford. Conn. 


NEW AND FR#HSH 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


JUST READY. 





i 

A YOUNG MAN’S DIFFICULTIES WITH 
HIS BIBLE. By W. D. Faunce, DD. author 
of the “ Fletcher Prize Essay,” “The Christian 
in the World.” 1 vol. 12mo, cloth, black stamp, 
$1.25. 

This is a book that should be placed in the nands 
of every young man. 


Il. 

LECTURES ON THE HISTORY OF PREACH- 
ING. By Joun A. Broapus,D.D., LI. D., Pro- 
fessor in the Southern Baptist Theologica! Semi- 

ary, Greenville, S. C., pare author of “A Treatise 
on the Preparation and Delivery of S«:mons.” 
1 vol. 12mo, black stamp, $1 50. 

This is a book of rare value. 


III. 

WHY FOUR GOSPELS? or, THE GOSPEL 
FOR ALL THE WORLD, Designed to aid 
Christians in the Study, the Home, and the School, 
and to a better understanding of the Gospels. By 
Rev D. S. Gregory, author of “ Christian 
Ethics.” 1 vol. 12mo, price, $1 50. 

Every Christian should read this book. 


IV. 

MANUAL OF PARLIAMENTARY PRAC- 
TICE. New and thoroughly revised edition. By 
P. H. Meu, D.D., LL. D., Professor of Ethies 
and Metaphysics in the University of Georgia. 
1 vol. 16mo, 75c. 


RECENTLY PUBLISHED. 


¥, 

COMMENTING AND COMMENTARIES. By 
Rev. C. H. SpurGEoN, containing a list of and 
advice as to the best Commentaries published 
1 vol. 12mo, price, . 


THE DOCTRINE OF PRAYER: ITS UTIL- 
ITY AND RELATIONS TO PROVIDENCE. By 
Dr. P. H. Meuu. Price, 60c. 

An invaluable little book. 


Vil. 
SPURGEON’S LECTURES TO MY STU- 
DENTS. Price, $1.25. 
VIII. . 
LIFE OF TRUST. By GrorGE MULLER, 
Price $1.75. 
Either of the above sent by mail, post-paid, on 
receipt of the price. 


SHELDON & COMPANY, 
& Murrav Strect. New York. 


AGENTS WANTED. 


Wok RAE or cop 


‘. A M1. 
The Grand History of the World before Adam. Its date- 
less origin, thrilling and mysterious changes in becoming 
fit baode for man. The beauties, wonders and realities «! 
Plan as shown by Science, _8o plain, clear and easily unde: 
stood that all read it with delight. Strongest commendations. 
Send for Circular, Terms and Pome Illustrations. 








Address, J. OC. McOURDY & U0., Philadelphia. 
His 
Words, 
Work, 
and 
| os Workers. 


This is the latest, most attractive, largest, cheap- 
est, and best illustrated book on this wonderful mii 
that has yet been published, It contains Life of Moody, 
Sankey, Bliss, ¢, and others. Also, Moods 5 
best Sermons, Bible Portraits, Outlines of Doctrine, Bible 
Readings, and addresses in London, Edinburgh, Dublin, 
Brooklyn, New York, Philadelphia, Chicago, and Boston, 


A ; Sold only by Subscription. 

C WANTED. Send for full de- 

scriptive terms and circulars to 

VELSON & PHILLIPS, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 
ACENTS WANTED. 


Goodyear's Pocket Gymnasium. 


ENDORSED BY THE MOST EMINENT PHYSICIANS. 


The Most Complete System 


OF PHYSICAL KXFRCISE 
Ever Devised for Home 
Practice. 

100,000 in use by men, 
women and children. 
Used standing, sitting or 
reclining. 
F Hundyeds of graceful 
movements. 
For home, office, schools, 
huspitals. 
Price List.-No.1, for Chil- 
drei 4to6 years, $1 00. No. 


0. 
2, for Children 6 to 8. $1.10. 
No. 3, for Children 8 to 10, $1.20. No.4, for Children 10 to 14, 
No 5, for Ladies and Children 14 years and upwards, 
1.40. No. 6, for Gentlemen of moderate strength, $1.50. 
No. 7, nsed by Ladies, Chiidren or Gents, $2.00. 0. 8, 
for Gentlemen of extra strength, $2.50. Full set, family 
use, | each, (1 to 6) Two 7’s and Two 8’s, $16.00. Nos.7 and8 
are fitted with a screw-eye and hook to attach to the wall or 
floor. A pair of No. 7, ($4.00), or 8, ($5.00), make a complete 
Gymnasium and Health Lift. Sent post-naid on receipt of 
price. Exclusive Agencies granted in unoccupied territory. 
Exclusive rights ¢ sell the Pocket Gymnasium afford 
the largest possible returns for small investments, Its sales 
are nearly unfversal wherever itis placed betore the pub- 
ie ans’ its merits fully understood. 
for llastvated descriptive circulars, terms, &c., address, 


Goodyear Rubber Curler Co., 
+O, Box 5,156, 697 Broadway, New York, 





RUBBER GOODS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, 
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AGENTS WANTED. 





a Week to Agents. $10 Outfit FREE. 
P.O. VICKERY, Augusta, Maine. 


$09 8 S11 # 
$I 


$66 
AGENTS! S50 csniiricney Weates 


$5 to 20 per day athome. Samples worth $5- 
free. Stinson & Co., Portland, Maine, 


$10.00 <i 


FELTON 





a day athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terms free. TRUE & CO., Augusta, Maine. 

a week in your own town. Terms and $ out- 
fit free. H. Hauuerr & Co., Portland, Maine. 








a day. 
free. 


Employment forall. Catalogues 
Samples, 25 cents. 
& CO., 119 Nassau St., New York City. 


TEAS —The choicest in the world—Importers 
“* prices—Largest Company in America— 
staple article—pleases evervbody—Trade euntinvaily 
increasing—Agents wanted everywhere—beust in- 
ducements—don’t waste time—send for Circular tc 
ROBERT WELLS, 43 Vesey St., N.Y. P.O. Box, 1287. 


Ae WANTED—FOR MOODY’S SERMONS, 
Addresses, and Prayers. This Book contains 
604 pages, over 8 fine engravings. Retails $2.50, plain 
cloth; $3.00 full gilt; $3.50 Arabesque leather. Also, 
Sona Vicrories of Blissand Sankey Hymns. Retail 
price, 50 and 75 cents. Either of the above sent 
eg by addressing A. GREENWOOD, 30 North 
‘ifth Street, Philadelphia, ' 





5 SERMONS IN CHICAGO 
are in the book GREAT 
JOY, from the Chicago 


Inter-Ocean Verbatim 
pe ig hee 544 pages, $2. Portraits of Moody, Sanke 
and Lliss. This is entirely different from GLA 
TIDINGS, is 72 New York Sermons from the Tribune 
Reports. 504 pages, $2. Either book mailed on re- 
ceiptof price. AGENTS WANTED. $50 per week profit. 

E. B. TREA'T, Publisher, 805 Broadway, N. Y. 





GENTS WANTED for the Full History of 
the Wonderful Career of 


Moody and Sankey 


in Great Britain and America, Embraces biog- 
raphies, sermons, songs, addresses, prayer meeting 
talks, incidents, gems from the great preachers, 
sketch and portrait of P. P. Bliss, ete. 720 pages, 13 
engs. Price, $2. Sells at sight. For best terms ever 
heard of, address 7. S. GOODSPEED & CO., 14 Bar- 
clay Street, New York, or 287 Vine Street, Cincinnati, 


Ohio. 
Cent WANTED FOR HISTORY N 
It contains nearly 400 fine nerarings of buildings 


ENTEN’L EXHIBITIO 
and scenes in the Great Exhibition.‘and is the only au- 


thentic and complete history published. It treats of 
the grand buildings, wonderful exhibits, curiosities, 
reat events, etc. Very cheap, and sells at sight. 
ne Agent sold 48 copies in one day. Send’for our 
extra terms to Agents and a full description of the 
work. Address Natronan Pusnisuine Co., Philad’a. Pa. 


C A U T 10 N Unreliable and worthless books 
culated. Oo not. 





on the Exhibition are being cir- 

not be deceived. See that the book 
you buy contains 918 pages and nearly 400 fine en- 
gravings. 


BARLOW'S 
INDIF0-BLUE 
_“Donavan’s Original Tennessean’? Slave Cabin 
Singers are vouched for by Rev Dr Vincent. Liberal 
terms are offered to Churches and Societies Will be 
in Lehigh and Cumberland Valley, Pa, during April 


and May. Rev Rob’t Vigeon will be two weeks in 
advance to arrange for Concerts 





PAMILY Sete 
f BLUE 
). S. WILTBERGEE., Propr., 

232 North Second St.. Phila.. Pa 


a 
r= 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


AGREAT OFFER !!.0%9 stems 


! 

a 
dispose of 100 PIANOS & ORGANS, new and 
second-hand of first-class makers including 
WATERS? at lower prices for cash or Install- 
ments or to let until paid for than ever before 
offered. WATERS? GRAND SQUARE and 
UPRIGHT PIANOS & ORGANS (INCLUDING 
THEIR NEW SOUVENIR AND BOUDOIR ) aro 
the BEST MADE. 7 Octave Pianos $150.7 1-3 
do $160 not usedayear. ‘29? Stop Organs 
$50, 4Stops $58. 7 Stops S68. 8 Stops $75. 10 
Stops $88. 12 Stops $100 cash, not used a year, 
in perfect order and warranted. LOCAL an 
TRAVELING AGENTS WANTED. Illustrated 
Catalogues Mailed.A liberal discount(o Teachers, 
Ministers,Churches,etc, Sheet music at half price. 
HIORACE WATERS & SONS, Manufactrs.and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th St., Union square, N. ¥- 


$7.20 PER QUARTER FOR TEN QUARTERS. 


ASON & HAMLI 
CABINET ORGANS- 


HIGHEST AWARDS AT 


' We will during 











WORLD'S EXPOSITIONS 
Paris, Vienna, Santiago 


(875; = 


PHILADELPHIA, (876. 


On y OrnGans assiGNep First Rank at CENTENNIAL. 
Great variety of styles at prices which would be impossible for 


work uf such excellence without unequaled facilities for manufacture, 
EXAMPLES OF NET CASH PRICES: 
ive octave double reed organ, 
F with tremulant, 100 
ive octave organ, nine stops, 
F with voix celeste, P 1 14 
Sold also for monthly or quarterly payments, er rented until 
reut pays. A superior organ may now he purchased by the easy 
payment uf 31,20 per quarter for tenquarters, Culalogues free, 


VIASON & HAMLIN ORCAN CO. 


164 Tremont St. a 25 Union Sq. e** Wabash Ave. 
° NEW YORE, OI ° 





Before purchasing Paints or Roofing, send for Samples and 
‘ REDUCED Price-List of 
yw OHNS 


ESTOS 


MATERIALS 


The Centennial Prize Medal (Highest Award) and Diploma of 


Awarded for these Materials. 
ASBESTOS IS A FIBROUS STONE, INDESTRUCTIBLE BY FIRE OR ACIDS. 


ASBESTOS ROOFING. 















Merit were 











Chis article is now well known in all parts of the country as the only reliable standard, low-priced Roofing. 
It is furnished in rolls ready for nailing to the roof, weighs only about 60 pounds to 100 square feet, and 
when finished with the FIRE-PROOF Asbestos Coating, presents a handsome white or light-gray surface. 
It is adapted for steep and flat Roofs in all climates, costs only about half as much as Tin, and can be 
readily applied by any one. 

&%~ Do not be deceived by worthless materials which are represented by oreo gre parties as genuine 
ASBESTOS ROOFING. THERE IS NO OTHER RELIABLE PORTABLE ROOFING IN THE 
MARKET. The cheap, tarred felts, petroleum oil paints, &c., which are sold as Roofings under various 
names, and warranted by irresponsible venders to be more durable than the standard articles, are a source 
of constant annoyance and expense, while a reliable Roofing from reputable manufacturers can be 
purchased at about the same price. 


Asbestos Paints. 


These Paints are in every respect strictly first class, and second to no others in the market in purity, 
richness, and permanency of color, beauty of finish, and durability. They are ecerced ready for the 
brush in twelve newest shades, suitable for the tasteful decoration of all classes of buildings. They possess 
a superior body, and are more economical than any others, two coats being fully equal to three of any of 
the various liquid chemical paints, which contain water, alkali, soap, &c., and we guarantee them to be 
the most durable paints in the world for outside work. Send for samples. 


Asbestos Roof Paint. 
This is a better article than has ever before been offered for this purpose. It contains no tar or cheap 
oils, and forms the handsomest and most durable preservative coating in use for tin and other roofs, iron 
work, fences, out-buildings, &c. It is furnished ready for use in packages of all sizes. 


ASBESTOS FIRE-PROOF PAINT—White, 75 cts. per gal—for Fences, Out-Buildings, &c. 
Asbestos Steam-Pipe and Boiler Coverings. 


Ani Pf | il i 
ae 
Mite 


HOH TR 











The most durable and effective non-conductors in use—proved superior to all others in United States 
Government tests—a perfect insulator for’ ‘r felts, rendering them indestructible. 

ASBESTOS CEMENT FELTING (in +), ASBESTOS LINING FELT (in rolls 6 to 42 inches wide), 
ASBESTOS LINED HAIR FELT. We guarantee these impreved NON-CONDUCTING COVERINGS for 
Hot-Air and Steam Pipes, Locomotive and other Boilers, &c., to be the best and cheapest in use. 

ASBESTOS STEAM PACKING, 


Round, Flat, and Loose—Made from pure, long-fibre Self-lubricating. Indestructible. 


ASBESTOS. 
Will save ten times its cost in the one item of repacking, besides requiring less oil than any other packing 


in use. All sizes. 

ASBESTOS CEMENTS, for repairing acid and gas retorts, leaky roofs, &c. 
PAPER, THREAD, CLOTH, SHEATHING, and LINING FELTS, &c. 

All these materials are prepared read 
and can be easily applied by any one. 
Consumers. 

4ay- Our goods are in use by the following among the thousands of other well-known parties: T. Kings- 
ford & Son, Oswego Starch Factory, Oswego, N. Y.; E. Remington & Sons, Ilion, N. Y.: Denison Paper 


ASBESTOS BOARDS, 


for use, in neat and compact form, are suitable for all climates, 
iberal inducements to General Merchants, Dealers and Large 


Iron Co., Taunton, Mass.; A. & W. Sprague & Co., Providence, R. I.; Cheney Bros., Silk Manufacturers, 
South Manchester, Conn.; Garner & Co., Print Manufacturers, Haverstraw, N. Y.; Passaic Rolling Mill Co., 
Paterson, N. J ; Miller, Thomas & Co., Building Materials, Akron, 0.; Aultman & Taylor Manufacturing 
Co., Mansfield, O.; Comstock, Castle & Co., Quincy, Il] : East Pennsylvania Iron Co., Lyons, Pa.; Kinney 


Haley & Co., Yarmouth, N. 8. eturer, Moncton, N. B.; New York Herald, Har- 
per Bros., P. Lorillard & Sons it N Snow ork Ci 


ity. 
SEND FOR S/ Noy 1377 ‘“ATALOGUES, PRICE LISTS, &c. 


H. W. JOhws wanwecFACTURING CO., 
87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. 

Also for sale by PHILADELPHIA BRANCH, 406 Arch St. ; 
TRAINER:?& CO., Boston; 8S. W. HEMPSTEAD & CO., Columbus, O.; 
T.S & A.J. KIRKWOOD, Chicago; M. M. BUCK & CO.,8'. Louis; H. D. 
COLEMAN & BRO., New Orleans; THOMPSON & UPSON, San Fran- 
cisco. 





CAUTION.—The public are cautioned against purchasing er using any materials for the above or 
similar purposes pete ing contain ASBESTOS unless they bear our name and dates of patents, 
When writing, please state that you saw this advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHO TIMES. 


Manufacturing Co., Mechanic Falls, Me.; Amoskeag Manufacturing Co., Manchester, N. H.; Old Colony | 


DOWNIE, | 


EDUCATIONAL. 


HOMELIKE Boarding School for Young Boys. 
E. HINDS, A. M., Hempstead, L. I. $200 to $250. 


RELICS, etc., used 
by the late Hon. J. 8S. Diehl in his lectures on 

lental and Bible Lands for sale. Address, 

| MRS. ANNA RANDALL-DIEHL, 

35 Union Square, New York. 


M'," CHARTS, COSTUMES 
r 


H' IME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES—Terrace 
Place, Norwalk, Conn.—The Summer session of 
this school commences the SECOND WEEK IN 
MAY. This is to accommodate parents who wish to 
travel or place their daughters in the country dur- 
ing the hot season. For circular, address or call on 
Mrs. HARLEM, Principal. 


ENTERTAINMENTS 
FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL. 


Finest Dissolving Views of most Noted Scenery 
in the world. 
Instruments and views for sale and made Lo order. 


| Send stamp for full partienlars. 


J. J. WILSON, 
763 Broadway, New York. 


ORGAN PARK MILITARY ACADEMY, 
MORGAN PARK, COOK COUNTY, ILL. 
PREPARES FOR COLLEGE or for BUSINESS. 


Location unsurpassed. Buildings excellent. Ca- 

dets received at any time. Reference in Philadel- 
hia, Rev. H. Clay Trumbull, Editor Sunday School 
imes. Send for circulars to 


CAPT. E. N. KIRK TALCOTT, Principal, 
Washington Heights, Ill. 


To Principals and Teachers, 


T. COTESWORTH PINCKNEY’S 
AGENCY FOR SCHOOLS AND TEACHERS 
Is prepared to supply SCHOOLS with Principals, 
Professors and Assistants, FAMILIES with Tutors 
and Governesses, TEACHERS of ability with posi- 
tions. Demand for good teachers constant. Send 
stamp for application form. PINCKNEY’S SCHOOL 
GAZETTE, (quarterly,) devoted to the interests of 
school advertisers and teachers. The U.S. School 
and College Directory, (annual,)a guide for those 
having children to educate. Sent for this. purpose 
Free on receipt of two three-cent stamps. To all 

others 50 cents, ° 
T. Cotesworth Pinckney, 
Publisher and Dealer in School Material, 
30 Union Square (4th Ave. side), New York. 





JUST PUBLISHED. 


How to Teach 


According to Temperament aud Mental Develop- 
ment; or, Phrenology in the School-room and the 
Family. Illustrated. By Nexson Sizer. Extra 
cloth, $1.50. 

One of the greatest difficulties which Parents 
and Teachers have in the training of Children, is 
in not understanding their Temperament and Dis- 
position. This work will aid in this direction more 
than has ever been done in any other way. It 
points out clearly the constitutional differences, 
and how to make the most of each. 


For sale by booksellers, or by mail, post-paid, by 


S.R. WELLS & €O., Publishers, 
737 Broadway, New York. 


IF YOUR WASTE PIPES 
© >  ARE‘STOPPED, 


Use cne of our 


RUBBER 
ELASTIC FORCE CUPS. 


Sent by mail on receipt of 
price. 
50 Cents. 
D. HODGMAN & CO, 
Sole Manufacturers, 
27 Maiden Lane, 
NEW YORK. 
Send for description. 












ASK YOUR GROCER FOR | 





¥F, A. FERRIS & CO.’S 
UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAMS 


AND BREAKFAST BACON, 
264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORE. 


NONE GENUINE UNLESS REARING 


OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 
© light metalic neal, attached to the string, as in the cut 7 

















